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Meeting Information 

 

¶ Auction Info Pg 4, 5, 7 

¶ Meet our Speakers Pg 6 

¶ Events Pg 6 

¶ 6th in Jeff Dromm Series  Pg 8  

¶ Redlands Field Trip Pg 10 

¶ Getting a Jump on Spring  Pg 11 

¶ Calcicolous Paphs Pg 13 

¶ Remember  food !  
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Florida West Coast 
Orchid Society 

Orchid News & Views 
April 2009 Volume 7,  No 4 

On Pages 13-16, you will find an 
article about Calciclolous Paphs 
with a very informative chart.  
We suggest you print these 
pages and put them in plastic 
jackets as it is a wonderful refer-
ence for future use.  -Ed. 

April 9, 2009 
 

7:00  pm Educational Class  
Jim Clarkson  on Paphiopedilums 

7:30 pm Featured Speaker: Jim Roberts 
Some Encyclias to Love and Grow  
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President: Pam Heath   727-518-2436 
pheath2@tampabay.rr.com  

1st VP:  Bob Barrett   727-726-1697 

 rob2781@yahoo.com  

2nd VP: Cheryl Finke   727-581-3987 

  cfinke@tampabay.rr.com  

3rd VP: Chris Smith   727-787-5080 

 Chris_charmaine@msn.com  

Secretary: Leslie Belew   727-867-7849 

 lesliebelew@verizon.net  

Treasurer: Chad Whetstone 727-535-6980 

 whetstonec@aol.com 

Director: Michael Palandro  727-787-0036 

      dondroconnection@aol.com  

Trustees:   Tina Kendall   727-729-3704 

              tkendal1@tampabay.rr.com 

Trustees:   Bill Nunez   727-392-6864 

              Biddison22@aol.com 

Trustees:   Jack Majewski  727-725-1719 

              normajackski@verizon.net 

Trustees:  Corinne Arnold   727-447-2898 

                parnold3@tampabay.rr.com 

Trustees:  Brent Finke 727-460-4606  

 bfinke90@tampabay.rr.com 

Trustees:  Roy Finley     727-866-2435  

 us029817@mindspring.com   
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Brenda Miller—Editor,  Content and Advertising: 
brenfm@tampabay.rr.com 

14444 Neptune Rd, Seminole, FL  33776 
Content must be received by one week past the 
monthly meeting for inclusion in the following 
months newsletter.  Ads must be in high resolution     
(at print size)  Picture format:  .TIF, .GIF, .JPG or 
.PDF .   Submitted via email or CD. 
 

Cheryl Finke—Printing and Mailing,  

3856 McKay Creek Dr, Largo, FL 33770 
cfinke@tampabay.rr.com  
 

Diane Jones—Membership, Email or mailing ad-
dress changes:   

14541 Iroquois Ave., Largo, FL   33774 
 

The Florida West Coast Orchid Society (FWCOS) 
Meets every 2nd Thursday of the month at Pinellas 
County Extension. 
 

*** 
 

Operating Procedures  
for Membership 

 
Membership—the term of membership shall be for 
the calendar year.  Annual dues for the first annual 
member in a household shall be $18.00, each addi-
tional annual member in a household and not receiv-
ing a newsletter shall be $12.00. 
 

Members renewing before December 31st may re-
ceive a 10% discount for the early renewal.  For new 
members joining from July to December these 
months will be prorated at $1.50/month in addition 
to the next year’s membership of $18.00.  In the case 
of a household with life or honorary members, they 
shall be considered the first annual member of a 
household.  Lifetime membership is $180.00. 
 

*** 
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From Our 1st Vice President 
To Our Members, 
 It looks like the "Orchid" 
season is upon us. On Friday, the 
13th of March, I attended the first of 
the three-day TBOS show at the 
beautiful Bahamian Center. The 
inside was filled with vendors dis-
plays which were superb. The en-
trance was set to welcome all that came through the 
doors.  
 Members were seated and ready to receive the 
admissions. They offered guests the opportunity to join 
their society with no high pressure, just letting us know 
that they would like to offer the opportunity to join and 
enjoy what they have to offer. I received a chance at an 
hourly raffle which I did not win. Upon entering I was 
greeted by some familiar faces of vendors, Jim Roberts, 
Betty and Don Burkam, Bill Byrd, Louis Del Favero, 
Paul and Trish Phelps, the gang from Featherstone, Sal 
from Ritter, Bill from Orchid Island, John and Lois 
Hicks, Nature on the Rocks sporting a new look booth, 
Ty from Orquido, Orchid Babies and EFG (who I have 
never had any contact with as for as a show). All ven-
dors had good looking booths ready for us to purchase 
that orchid we had to have for our collections.  
 There were new phals, many den types that 
have to rest from fall to early spring or until buds ap-
pear on last years canes and some older ones, watering 
starts then..  They reward with an abundance of long 
lasting blooms in the spring.  
 While I was there on Friday, the number of 
Orchid enthusiasts was light and in talking with some 
of the vendors it may have been a sign of the economy.    
It will take a major effort by our club to make sure we 
have outstanding attendance.  We will need the support 
of the orchid clubs in our area. I will support a reduced 
entrance fee for other club members and free to our 
own. If we support the other local societies then we can 
look for their support with our shows and auctions.  
 On Saturday I attended the TBOC auction 
at the botanical area of University of South Florida 
in Tampa. Jim and Emily Clarkson lent their vast 
knowledge and willingness to work with the many 
volunteers from TBOC. There was coffee and dan-
ish for a competitive price at the entrance, an open 
registration table and a modest supply and 
book sale table. The seating was enough for all 
that attended and the display of orchids to be auc-
tioned off was modest but effective. There was a 
lot of world class orchid types led by Jim and  
  

 

From Our Membership Chairman 
Diane is on a short health sabbatical .  She 
is looking forward to getting back to her 
tasks at hand as our Membership Chair-
man.   Let us all wish her a speedy recov-
ery. 
We are happy to welcome new members, 
Dr Arta Rios and William Steele. 
 

 
 
 
From Our Librarian 
 

The FWCOS library is now at our house and is being listed on an 
excel program. When this is complete we will e-mail it to all 
members.  
 
I will try to bring a few of the books to the meetings that go along 
with that month’s topic so they can be checked out to members in 
good standing.  If you wish to check out a book, let us know and 
we will bring it to the next meeting. 
 
Please if you have ‘any’ books, could you please bring them to 
the next meeting so I can list them and they can be checked out.  
 
Thank You  
Bret Ullery   

 

Emily Clarkson, Doris Dukes and Bill Thoms who 
added his light hearted banter as auctioneer. His ex-
tensive orchid knowledge added to the confidence of 
the buyers. He got the most out the buyers and none 
seemed to mind. I left at about the half way mark but 
I hope they raised the needed $$$$$ for TBOC an-
nual fund raiser. It was an enjoyable morning. 
Bob Barrett 

  

 

The title of  Jeff Dromm’s March article should 
have read “Making Baby Orchids: “Part 5:  Or-
chid Capsule, Seed Cleaning and Harvesting”.  

 

Diane Jones 
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To FWCOS  Members 
 In the month of April, Florida West Coast Orchid Society members and a multitude of guests gather to participate 
in our Annual Orchid Auction.  What an event! Some truly gorgeous plants and useful supplies are donated by members 
and businesses, all of which are sold at reasonable prices.  Here's an opportunity to bid on fabulous 
plants.  Our members are going through their orchid collections, looking for duplicates of their be-
loved plants and readying them for sale.  Local vendors in Florida and even Hawaii find plants to 
support our society.  Members look forward to the Auction as a way of not only thinning their collec-
tion but also to acquire plants which they may have never seen.  Most bids open at $5.00, and some 
quickly jump as specimen plants are brought forward to the auction line. 
 Lifelong orchid growers, Bill Nunez, Roy Finley and Jack Majewski will do the honors of 
serving as Auctioneers, trading off between each other when the action becomes hectic enough to war-
rant a quick glass of water! The FWCOS Treasurer and Recording Secretary record sales, scribbling 
frantically to keep up with the final bids, while the runner’s race from podium to audience and back again, delivering 
plants! All of the auction attendees come away delighted with their purchases and exhausted. They are pleased at the close 
of day returning to their cars with arms full and faces lit. 
 We want to express our sincere and heartfelt gratitude to our members and those supporting vendors  who regu-
larly donate items to sell. The Annual Auction is our primary means of raising money to support the Society's functions 
throughout the year, and with many exciting events coming up, we want to be sure we can provide the best possible experi-
ences to the orchid-growing community. If you support our efforts and would like to help us out you can join our Society 
or donate plants. Bring your donations to the meeting on April 9.  We also need boxes to place the plants that have been 
sold.  Please bring various sizes and have them flattened so we can accommodate a large number.  I am grateful to work 
with a club that works well together and jump in to participate.   
 The vendors who have donated orchids for the auction {by print date} are on these two pages.  Thank you all.   
Cheryl Finke 

Chairman Auction Committee 
2nd Vice President FWCOS 
727-420-7230 
 
 

From Our 2nd Vice President 

 

  Cherul Finke                                                                                                       


