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Content must be received by one week past the 
monthly meeting for inclusion in the following 
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Cheryl Finke—Printing and Mailing,  
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cfinke@tampabay.rr.com  
 

Diane Jones—Membership, Email or mailing ad-
dress changes:  djones9@tampabay.rr.com 

14541 Iroquois Ave., Largo, FL   33774 
 

The Florida West Coast Orchid Society (FWCOS) 
Meets every 2nd Thursday of the month at Pinellas 
County Extension. 
 

*** 
 

Operating Procedures  
for Membership 

 
Membership—the term of membership shall be for 
the calendar year.  Annual dues for the first annual 
member in a household shall be $18.00, each addi-
tional annual member in a household and not receiv-
ing a newsletter shall be $12.00. 
 

Members renewing before December 31st may re-
ceive a 10% discount for the early renewal.  For new 
members joining from July to December these 
months will be prorated at $1.50/month in addition 
to the next year’s membership of $18.00.  In the case 
of a household with life or honorary members, they 
shall be considered the first annual member of a 
household.  Lifetime membership is $180.00. 

Parking may be at a premium the night of our Holiday Dinner 
due to the number of visitors coming to the gardens for their 
event.  You may want to arrive early.  If the parking lot is 
filled, you can also park on the grassy area along 125th Street 
North beside Heritage Village.  If you choose to park at EMS 
just north of Extension, be aware that the pedestrian gate 
from the EMS parking lot will not be open at night, so you 
would need to walk in from the main gate.   
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To the Membership: 

A  Nominating Committee was formed at 
our October regular meeting.  Corinne 
Arnold agreed to be Chairman, and Ruth 
Cannon, Jennifer Upchurch, Scott Hadley 
and Leslie Belew volunteered to be on the 
committee.  The officers and two trustees 
nominated for 2010 are as follows: 

 President Cheryl Finke 

 1st VP  Bill Nunez 

 2nd VP Ruth Cannon 

 3rd VP  Scott Hadley 

 Secretary Leslie Belew 

 Treasurer Chad Whetstone 

 Director Pam Heath 

 Trustees Jennifer Upchurch 

          (2010-2012) Tina Kendall 

Nominations for such Officers and Trustees 
may be made from the floor at the Decem-
ber 10, 2009 meeting, after which time we 
will vote. 

From Our President 

Dear FWCOS Orchid Members and 
Friends, 
  

 I want to take a mo-
ment to graciously thank all 
of the Board and FWCOS 
members that have been so 
very supportive and accom-
modating to me over my last 
two years of service. 
 

 It has been an honor and privilege 
to serve as your President. Your commit-
ment to the society has allowed us to con-
tinue to be a financially sound and commu-
nity committed organization that continues 
to give back to its members and the gar-
dens. 
  

 As a group, we have supported the 
Botanical Gardens with over 500 volunteer 
hours over the past 2 1/2 years and over 60 
hours of time and work has gone into our 
Sunken Gardens conservation project. 
 

 It is important that we always look 
for ways to support our mission of orchid 
conservation and education. 
  

 As I look ahead for our society, I 
want to encourage each and every one of 
our members and friends, to get involved in 
the many activities we conduct: annual 
show, auction, member plant sales, judg-
ing, field trips, raffles,  education lectures, 
and general meeting assistance.  It is the 
commitment of each of you that will 
strengthen our society and insure the enjoy-
ment and education of orchids in 
the future.  You have great new leaders tak-
ing the helm in January and I know 
they can count on your support. 
  

Pam Heath 

 

 My wish for each of  you during this wonder-
ful holiday season: Good health, good food, many 
blessings and peace. 
 

  Thanks for the privilege of serving as your 
President for the last two years, 
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From Our  
Membership 
Chairman  

Dear Members, 
  We still need a lot of our 
members to renew their member-
ship.  This is the last month to receive the 10% discount.  
It will go back to the full price in January.  We really need 
you to renew as soon as you can to guarantee that you are 
in the new directory in March.  Again, the time to renew 
your membership is NOW!!!! 
  Welcome all the new members we had join us in 
November.  We hope that you take advantage of all the 
information that is readily available to you from our or-
ganization. 
Our new members are:  Freedman  Debra    Largo, FL 
33770   727-674-0174  Email: beachmom4yr@gmail.com   

Hohmann  Cynthia    St. Petersburg, FL 33703   

727-525-2913  Email: cincin10@verizon.net  

 Johnson  Russ    Palm Harbor, FL 34683   727-787-7587  
Email: None 

 Langschwager  Ralph    Safety Harbor, FL 34695   727-
796-8140  Email: rflesfs53@yahoo.com  

 Munoz  Vincent    St. Petersburg, FL 33716   727-584-
3555  Email: confettidudes@mac.com  

 Rochette, Rick  Seminole, FL  33777 727-244-0197, 
Email: rrochette @tampabay.rr.com 

 Shaffer  Renay    Treasure Island, FL 33706, 727-360-
7331  Email: None 

 Soderberg  Sandra    St. Petersburg, FL 33710, 727-347-
6906 Email: tom2sandra@aol.com 

 Woodard J. Lamar    Pinellas Park, FL 33782, 727-545-
4042  Email: lamar@woodardfamily.org 

  We hope to see you  at our Annual Holiday Party 
next month.  We ask everyone all  to bring a covered dish 
for our buffet table.  We look forward to meeting you. 
Sincerely, 
 Diane Jones,  Membership Chairman. 

 

Diane Jones 

 

December 

Dec 5 FWCOS Member Plant Sale, 9 til 1; 12350 
Ridge Rd, Largo Info 447-2898; See Pg 10. 
 

Dec 7 Sarasota Orchid Society’s Annual Orchid Auc-
tion; 6:30 pm Preview; 7 pm Auction  Marie Selby Bo-
tanical Gardens, Sarasota.  Call  941-586-7795 
 

Dec 8, 11 am Tampa Orchid Club; Annual Christ-
mas Party;  Contact Sue Barnum 813-281-2126. 
 

Dec 10, 7 pm FWCOS; Christmas Dinner;  Pinellas 
County Extension Center, 12520 Ulmerton Rd, Largo; 
Contact  Cheryl Finke [ 727-581-3987 ]. 
 

Dec 12, 1:30 pm AOS Judging; Leu Gardens, Orlando 
Contact Marv Ragan   904-213-4560. 
 

Dec 16 7:30 pm AOS Judging; Tampa Garden Center, 
Tampa; Contact Ken Roberts   813-752-8719 
 

Dec 17, 6:30 pm Tampa Bay Orchid Society; Holiday 
Party;  Contact  Dory Gallagher   813-907-7025 . 
 

January 

Jan 9-10  9-5 Sarasota Orchid Society Show; Sarasota 
Municipal Auditorium, 801 N Tamiami Trail [US 41]; 
Contact Monroe Kokin 941-286-7795  
 

Jan 14, FWCOS ; Francisco Miranda of Miranda Or-
chids, “Brazilian Orchids, Part2”, Contact Cheryl Finke  
727-581-3987 
 

Jan 21 6:30 pm Tampa Bay Orchid Society,Speaker  
Jim Clarkson on Paphs; Contact  Dory Gallagher 813-
907-7025 
 

Jan 23-24 Manatee River Orchid Society Show; Con-
tact Shirley DeVoe (941-792-0108) 
 

Jan 26, 20 - 10 am; Tampa Orchid Club, Speaker, Jim 
Clarkson on ‘Pests and Diseases’; Contact Sue Barnum 
813-281-2126 
 

Jan 26, 7:30 pm  Ridge Orchid Society; Speaker Larry 
Bussell of Bussell Orchids on “Cymbidium Culture’ 
Contact Dave Sumner 863-425-5203 
 

Meetings  and Events 
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December Bloom Table 

Brassavola nodosa 

Presented by Jennifer Upchurch 
Photo by Cheryl Finke 

Bulbophyllum Jan Ragan 
‘Adorabil Too’ 

Displayed Scot Hadley 
Photo by Cheryl Finke 

Den. Charmaine Smith 

Presented by  Chris Smith 
Photo by Cheryl Finke 
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TEN QUESTIONS TO MAKE YOUR ORCHIDS BLOOM 
By Carol Siegel 

 

Orchids are the royalty of the flower world.  They do as they darn- well please. Sometimes, they just 
drive us crazy by refusing to bloom. They just sit there looking all big and green, full of LEAVES but 
not even a trace of a flower. 
 

When you ask your orchids, “Why? Why won’t you bloom?,” these are the questions your orchids 
might ask YOU. The answers to these questions will help you to more blooming success 
 

1.  AM I HEALTHY ENOUGH TO BLOOM? 
Healthy plants bloom. Dying plants just try to stay alive.  (Of course, there is always the martyr 
mother orchid who blooms right before she dies, but this is not the usual case.) If your orchid thinks 
it is in a concentration camp, it is not going to be willing to invest energy in flowers and seeds.  It 
may not trust you yet. There are four stages of orchid growing: keeping the plant alive, making the 
plant bloom, making the plant bloom spectacularly, winning awards. Maybe you are not ready to 
make an orchid bloom; maybe you are at stage one.  Just not killing your orchid may be an accom-
plishment for you.   If your plant has no roots, droopy leaves, and shriveled pseudobulbs, you need to 
improve your culture. Make sure you have 50% or more humidity.  Use a pot that is not too big and 
has good draining and make sure your potting medium is fresh. Give your orchids that right amount 
of water for the potting medium you use.  Water bark more than moss, for example. Use reverse-
osmosis, deionized , or potassium-softened water. Read the AOS Bulletin. Get the Orchid Digest.  Go 
online to websites that discuss orchid growth.  Ask questions at meetings.  Buy or take out some 
books on orchid growing. Ask questions at our Virtual Greenhouse meeting. Improve your growing 
techniques, and blooming may soon follow.    
 

2.  AM I OLD ENOUGH TO BLOOM? 
Okay. So your orchid is healthy.  However, there are other considerations. You would not expect a 
two-year-old girl to date, marry and have children. She is just too young.  Your plant may be too 
young to bloom no matter how good you are at raising orchids.  Orchid plants have a long childhood: 
they take from four to twelve years to reach their adulthood- their “blooming size”.  Smaller, less ex-
pensive plants are often a good value, but don’t expect them to bloom for a long time.   If you are like 
me and like instant gratification, then you need to buy larger, blooming size plants (BS). If you buy a 
plant in bloom or with old spike stubs showing, then you will be sure your orchid is old enough to 
bloom. 
 

3.  AM I GETTING ENOUGH LIGHT? 
Judy White in her important article from the June 1990 AOS Bulletin (“Beginner’s Series- Part VI 
Why on Earth Won’t It Bloom?”)- from which I got many of the ideas in this little article-  says that 
the leading reason orchids don’t bloom is that they are not getting enough light. 
 

There are all sorts of fancy ways to tell if your plant is getting enough light, but leaf color is a really 
good guide. Dark green leaves mean that your plant is not getting enough light. It is making extra 
chlorophyll to manufacture food in the poor light so it is deep green.  Moderate to light green leaves 
usually mean that your plant is getting the right amount of light to bloom. Have you ever noticed that 
your houseplants are really dark green?  We think that that color is pretty, but houseplants almost 
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never bloom!! Dark green is the wrong leaf color for blooming. How many of us say that we have a 
ton of houseplants, why can’t we grow orchids? We mean why can’t we BLOOM orchids.  Well, 
keep them a deep green in poor light and you will have the yards of foliage that houseplants have and 
no blooms.  More light means more blooms.   
 

4.  HOW COULD I GET MORE LIGHT? 
Think of ways to get more light in your growing area.  If you grow under lights, use grow-light fluo-
rescent or HID bulbs which mimic sunlight and not regular bulbs. Make sure you are replacing your 
grow-light bulbs at least once a year and more if you can afford it. The light output drops dramati-
cally in fluorescent bulbs long before they burn out.  Put high-light requiring plants like cattleyas 
closer to the middle of the bulbs since light falls off dramatically at the ends of the bulbs. Increase 
light by bringing the top of your orchids  closer to the fluorescent or HID (high-intensity discharge) 
lights. 
Clean the lens covering your HID light and dust your fluorescents. Clean your orchid leaves on a 
regular basis.  Increase the amount of time your lights are on with a timer.  More time equals more 
light. Make sure your plants are not so crowded together that leaves are blocking other plants’ leaves 
from getting light. 
 

If you grow on a windowsill or greenhouse, make sure your window or glass is clean! Bring the plant 
closer to the window of your house or glass of your greenhouse for more light.  Buy a light meter and 
see if your window or greenhouse is getting enough light.  It might be too dark to bloom orchids. You 
can add artificial lights to your window or greenhouse to supplement your natural light.  You can 
make your growing area more reflective with white paint, mirrored tiles or mylar.  
 

5.  AM I GETTING DIFFERENT AMOUNTS OF LIGHT ACCORDING TO THE SEA-
SON?? 
Your orchid is genetically programmed to bloom in response to certain signals from the rainforest or 
jungle or mountaintop where it evolved. Your living room may be missing these signals.  Your job is 
to reproduce the signals that tell your orchid that all is well in the environment, that it is safe to 
bloom as it has for aeons. One of the most important signals that some orchids (like cattleyas) need is 
a variation in light and darkness according to the seasons. 
 

 If you are growing in a greenhouse, Mother Nature will take care of varying the amount of light with 
the seasons giving you less light in December and many more hours of light in June. Your orchid will 
be happy.  If you supplement your greenhouse light with artificial light, you will have to put your ar-
tificial light on a timer to mimic the light that nature is giving- no light on at 1am when it is otherwise 
dark in your greenhouse. 
 

If you are growing in a windowsill in the living room, and light is always on for the same number of 
hours while you conduct your normal life, your orchid will be missing its signal to bloom. You need 
to block the living room or TV light with a screen or sheet or such or put the orchid in a room that is 
seldom-used and can be dark when it is dark outside.  
 

If you grow under lights in a garage or basement or bathroom, you need to turn on and turn off your 
lights with a timer. I set my timer for 12 hours of light and 12 hours of darkness in December gradu-



 

~ 8 ~ 

ally increasing to 18 hours of light and 6 hours of darkness in June and gradually decreasing to 12 
hours of light and 12 hours of darkness in December, just as in nature.   This fools my orchids into 
thinking that all is well in their garage-rain forest, that that there is day and there is night, that there 
is winter and there is summer. Ah, they can bloom!! 
 

6.  AM I GETTING LOWER TEMPERATURE IN THE WINTER AND AT NIGHT? 
As important as shortened day length is, it is equally important that nighttime temperature drop.  If 
the temperature is the same day and night, buds will not initiate as well.  Most plants require that it 
get at least ten degrees cooler at night than in the day for spike development.   Some plants like 
cymbidium and phalaenopsis need a twenty-degree drop to initiate buds.  Some plants like paphio-
pedilum require a temperature drop in the winter more than a change in day length to spike.  Paphs 
with roth or stonei in their background and phals in general like three weeks at just below 60 de-
grees on winter nights to initiate a spike.  
 

If you grow in your living room, opening a window will often do the trick. Turn the thermostat 
down at night.  If you grow under lights, temperature will drop about 5 degrees  when the lights are 
off at night.  I grow in my garage and lift my plastic insulation and open the garage door for a few 
minutes to let in some cooler air.  (Be careful not to have cold air blowing directly on your plants).  
Open the door in your greenhouse a crack.  Get a minimum-maximum thermometer (available at 
many places including Charley’s Greenhouse) to see just what a variation you have in temperature.  
You MUST have a temperature difference at night.  Warm growing orchids like phals like winter 
nights of about 60 degrees.  Intermediate growers like winter nights about 55 degrees.  Cymbidiums 
and some odontoglossums like it around 50.  However, just dropping temperature 10 degrees at 
night will go a long way to making your plants bloom. 
 

7.  AM I GETTING GOOD AIR MOVEMENT? 
Sometimes, buds are produced and they “blast”, the dreaded bud blast, scourge of the orchid 
grower, little brown stubs that were meant to become flowers. There are a million reasons for bud 
blast (I think some buds are just mean…), but moisture around the bud is a prime one.  Invest in a 
lot of fans, on low, gently swaying your orchid leaves, drying out the moisture around the buds, 
making good air movement, preventing fungus and rot and bacteria from getting your bud. I take a 
straw and blow away the moisture around my paph buds, sometimes using a Q-tip, too.  Take spe-
cial care not to get the little buds wet.  Sue Fordyce recommended during her talk that we cut the tip 
off cattleya bud sheaths to let in a little air and dry out the inside of the sheath. 
 

8.  IS THIS THE RIGHT TIME FOR ME TO BLOOM? ARE YOU JUST IMPATIENT? 
Most orchids bloom once a year, often at the same time every year. For example, Cattleya Irene 
Holquin ‘Brown Eyes’ always blooms for Mother’s Day. If you buy it in June, you will probably 
have to wait until next May to have it bloom.  There is no point in lamenting about your poor 
blooming record in December.  December is not the right time for your plant to bloom. The plant is 
behaving just the way it was meant to.  If you buy six plants in December, and they are all in 
bloom, don’t expect any blooms (if these are your only plants) until NEXT December.  Orchids do 
not bloom all the time. Cattleyas are gorgeous, but their blooms only last 2-4 weeks.  The rest of 
the time they will be leaves.  Paph blooms last from 1-3 months.  The bloom, to some, is not as 
showy, but it will bloom for a long time.  Some phals seem to be in bloom most of the time. Stan-
hopea  and sobralia blooms last only days.  Know your plant and don’t expect it to do what it was 
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not meant to do. 
 

Some growers recommend a little epsom salts (one or two tablespoons) in a gallon of water for phals to 
coax them to bloom. Many believe that switching to a “blossom booster” fertilizer at the time when 
buds are starting to form (often fall) helps initiate buds and produces better flowers.  Blossom booster 
are lower in nitrogen and higher in phosphorus and potassium which are needed more for flowers. You 
might try these. 
 

9.  AM I THE RIGHT PLANT FOR YOUR GROWING AREA? 
Matching your plant to your growing setup is very important.  There are 25,000 species and countless 
hybrids of orchids.  Some you will not be able to grow in your little growing area no matter what you 
do.  Some will flourish with great care, and some will just love your combination of benign neglect and 
inexperience. 
 

If you keep killing one type of orchid, try another type. If one type of orchid likes your set-up, buy 
more of these! Use the period when you are struggling with your plants to learn the kinds of orchids 
you want to specialize in.  I personally specialize in anything that does not die, first, and that blooms 
often and well, second. My growing area is too small to be a hospital.  It is certainly not a REST home.  
If you bloom, you are in. If you don’t, well, then you are not right for my area.  You are a GIFT. And it 
is funny.  My zygopetalum just sulked under my grow lights.  I gave them to my friend. Under HER 
grow lights, they did fabulously well. Go know!  If you don’t have lots of light, try paphs and phals. If 
you have LOTS of light, try dendrobium and catts.  Move stuff around.  Sometimes, one spot is cool 
and wet and another just a few feet away is hotter and drier. Experiment. 
  

10.AM I SUFFERING FROM PURCHASE SETBACK? 
It is quite common for plants that you have just purchased to go through a period of sulking after you 
get them.  They have been ripped from their wonderful home in Hawaii or some such with swaying 
breezes, ideal humidity, and morning mists, stuffed in a dark box, and plunked down in your desert liv-
ing room with nothing but your enthusiasm to sustain it.  It may be in shock.  It may not know what it 
did to deserve such a horrible fate.  It may miss a whole blooming cycle. That’s right. It may skip a 
year of blooming and not bloom for TWO years. 
 

Don’t take it personally.  The plant is just saving its energy; it doesn’t want to invest in seeds and flow-
ers unless it knows they have a chance of surviving. If you persist, your orchid will adapt, relax, and 
produce great blooms for you. 
 

In fact, if your plant missed blooming on a new growth this year, it can still bloom on that growth next 
year.  Our speaker Sam Tsui showed us a slide of an award-winning paph that had 18 blooms! When I 
asked how he got so many blooms, he said the plant had not bloomed on its new growths in a long 
time.  Moving the plant to a new location sparked all the unbloomed new growth to spike, making a 
fabulous display.  All is not lost!! In fact, your plant may just be saving up to win a great AOS reward 
for you. Smart plant! 
 

So listen to your orchids.  Increase your light.  Varying the light with the seasons. Make it cooler at 
night.  Buy a fan,  Be patient.  Most important, don’t give up!! You can get your orchids to bloom!    

To reproduce, permission must be received from the author. 

* * * * *  



 

~ 10 ~ 

 

FWCOS  MEMBER SALE 
 

MEMBERS - SELL YOUR EXTRA ORCHIDS!  
 

DEC 5, 2009   ***   9 AM TIL 1 PM 

12350 RIDGE RD, LARGO 
For more info, call 727-536-7717 

 

Ridge Rd is parallel & just west of 113th St & Is between Walsingham Rd 
& Ulmerton Rd.   

SARASOTA ORCHID SOCIETY 

ANNUAL 2 
ORCHID AUCTION 

MONDAY, DEC  7, 2009 

PREVIEW 6:30 PM 

AUCTION 7 PM 
MARIE SELBY BOTANICAL GARDENS 

GREAT ROOM BY THE BAY 

ACTIVITIES CENTER 

811 S PALM AVE, SARASOTA 
CASH OR CHECK ONLY 
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        A letter to the Membership  

My husband, Larry Lohkamp, is a 
lifetime member of FWCOS, although 
we rarely get to Pinellas Co. any-
more.  He has lost most of his sight 
and will be turning 80 on December 
30th.  I know he would be happily 
surprised to receive birthday cards 
from any of his old friends there at 
FWCOS.  Would you please put this 
letter in your December newsletter 
and perhaps mention it at the meet-
ing?  Thanks in advance.  Send 
cards  to :   

 Larry Lohkamp 

 30749 Glenn Dr.,  

 Tavares, Fl. 32778      

Sincerely,   

Sue Lohkamp 

 

 

 

 

Our Condolences 
 

Rafael and Tina Romero’s son, Enri-
que, was killed November 7 by a drunk 
driver.  We know the Romero’s as they 
are owners of Plantio La Orchidea.  
Romero is one of our speakers and they 
have supported our show and sale. 
 

As Susan Fender so beautifully said, 
“there are no finer people and no 
closer family than Rafael and 
Tina's.  All the work they did, every-
thing they did was done for their fam-
ily.  Each of their kids is unique and 
they are a model for all of us.  Veronica 
just graduated from college.  Enrique 
was the oldest son and was more me-
chanically inclined.  Andreas is a HS 
senior and has applied to MIT among 
other schools.  All wonderful and ex-
ceptionally talented kids built into a 
strong family.” 
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Orchid Roots 
 

Orchids are plants, therefore they have roots. 
 
Most of our greenhouse-raised orchids are epiphytes – why? They come from the tropics. 
The climate in the tropics is conducive to plant growth; many plants thrive under tropical 
conditions, so there is heavy competition for growing space. All orchids probably started 
out growing on the ground, like most other plants and some orchids still do, for instance 
Cypripediums and Orchis which come from temperate climates. But in the tropical cli-
mate under fierce fighting for living-space, many orchids started to seek out better places, 
with more light to grow in. That is when they started to climb into shrubs and trees. Other 
climbing plants, like Virginia Creeper have stubby little roots, Pole-Beans wind around a 
stick and Sweet Peas have tendrils which help them to get away from the ground. Our epi-
phytic orchids have adapted their roots to help support their ascent into higher growing 
places. 
 

Orchid roots consist of an inside core (cortex) which is very tough and carries nourish-
ment and an outside covering (velamen) which is quite a marvellous material: it absorbs 
water, fertilizer, oxygen and clings to any substrate so well that at times it is impossible to 
remove these clinging roots from whatever they are attached to. In this way, epiphytes are 
not only well anchored, but also well able to utilize any moisture or food that comes into 
contact with these roots, which can grow for very long stretches (several meters), in the 
wild. One very important function of epiphytic roots is the exchange of gases – to take in 
oxygen. They must be exposed to moving fresh air, wind, fans blowing or whatever you 
can provide. Another job for some roots is to photosynthesize. There are orchid species 
which live in climates which change dramatically from very wet to very dry. These plants 
can become deciduous, going dormant in the dry season (Chilochista); some of these may 
stay without leaves. Others let their roots take over when there is not sufficient moisture to 
support leaves – these are called “Leafless Orchids” (Polyrrhiza). Some orchids 
(Cyrtopodium) have roots that grow upward, making the plant look like a birds nest; in 
this manner, they can catch moisture from the air (dew and guttation); they also trap in-
sects and dead plant material to practically make their own aerial compost. Of course, in 
addition to the pseudobulbs, which are mainly storage organs, many roots are providing 
temporal storage for foods, mostly starches; this is particularly important for seedling or-
chids which first grow roots and the leaves come much later. Sometimes one can find that 
even though a plant is dead, its roots will continue to grow. It has even happened that out 
of the old roots there grew little plants, just as keikis grow from old flower stems, 
(Paphanatics). 
 

The appearance of orchid roots varies with the species. Some can be big, round and fat 
with a diameter of 2 cm or so, others can be fine, like hair. Their colours can be white, 
grey, silver, brown, purple, red or green. They can be smooth, scaly, thorny or warty. 
Some experienced people can tell at a glance what kind of an orchid they see, just by 
looking at their roots. 
 

Continued…… 
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One thing that I had been told – and I found that it is true, is that each orchid’s roots 
grows according to their environment; when you change this environment, the plant has 
to grow a different set of roots. For instance: when you have a plant that has its roots 
hanging outside the pot, they will not do well when you stick them inside the pot, cover-
ing them with growing mix. Even if you change the plant’s growing mix, (for instance 
from bark to peat or vice versa), or if the water is very different from what the plant is 
used to (from prairie water to West coast water), it takes the plant a long time before it 
has grown the new roots for these new conditions. In the meantime, the plant will falter. 
 

That is why it is generally advised to re-pot at a time when new roots are beginning to 
grow. By this it is meant that the new roots are just barely breaking through the stem – 
do not wait until they are a few centimetres long: they break off easier than glass. Some 
orchids keep their roots for many years and others must grow a new set of roots each 
year. For this particular reason Lycastes and Miltoniopsis need to be repotted annually. 
Most orchids, under our temperate conditions, grow during the summer. Therefore look 
for fresh roots tips in the spring and try to repot then – never mind if the plant has flow-
ers; just be careful. Roots are more important than flowers. Without roots, the plant will 
decline and die. As long as the roots show fresh tips, you can water and fertilize regu-
larly – the plants want to eat and drink! When the velamen has covered the tip of a root, 
the plant may want to rest – or you have neglected it and it is shutting down. Some peo-
ple suggest that you water with plain water first to avoid burning the dry roots with fer-
tilizers and only after things are moist, apply the food. Others use a very dilute solution 
and water with that continuously. Just remember to flush out the growing mix at least 
every other month, with clean, warm water. One very useful bit of information I have 
learned is that roots need vitamin B to grow well. So try to find a fertilizer that has this 
substance printed on the label. Your orchids, their roots and of course their lovely flow-
ers will thank you. 
 

Ingrid Schmidt-Ostrander - Canadian Orchid Congress 

 

Florida West Coast Orchid Society 
STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 

FOR THE NINE MONTHS ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2009 
By Chad Whetstone 

 
 Total Cash Receipts      $ 13,142.91 
 Total Cash Disbursements      18,489.13 
 Operating Surplus       (5,346.22) 
 Interest and Dividend Income       1,894.50 
 Excess of Receipts over Disbursements   $  (3,451.72) 
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Minutes of the Board of Trustees Meeting 
Florida West Coast Orchid Society 

October 27, 2009 
 
 
 
In Attendance: Pam Heath, Bob Barrett, Cheryl Finke, Leslie Belew, Chad Whetstone,  Brent Finke, 

Corinne Arnold, Bill Nunez  and Tina Kendall 
 
Absent: Roy Finley, Jack Majewski, Chris Smith and Michael Palandro 
 

 
 
Old Business: 

The minutes of the August 18, 2009 meeting of the Board of Trustees were reviewed. Cheryl moved the minutes 
be accepted and Brent seconded.  The motion passed. 

The Reconciliation Committee of Chad, Jack and Bob met for dinner.  They reviewed the books and accounts and 
found the figures to be in order. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 

Chad provided the Board with a Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements for the first nine months of 2009 
compared to the same period of 2008.  The revenues are down approximately $6000.  About $4000 of this is due to weaker 
Auction sales this year and the remainder is timing differences.  As a follow up to concerns voiced at the previous Trustees 
meeting regarding the lower dues receipts, Leslie reported that Diane’s response was that about a third of the membership 
doesn’t pay dues as they are Honorary members, Past Presidents or Life members.  Our Bylaws are to be reviewed in 2010 
and it was decided that we may change them to make Past Presidents pay dues.  There was discussion on raising the dues 
and on charging a surcharge for those that receive the News & Views via the mail.  It was agreed that we would not raise 
the dues at this time.  It was decided that after the current renewal for the upcoming year we would no longer offer a dis-
count for early renewals.  Leslie moved that the financial statements be accepted and Brent seconded.  The motion passed. 

Chad had not had time to prepare a budget for 2010 so we, as a group, marked up the 2009 budget.  The differ-
ence between breaking even and having a loss is the auction sales which are hard to predict.  Most of our expenses are rela-
tively fixed.  Dues receipts were lowered dramatically reflecting the current year’s receipts.  Revenues from the show and 
the auction were also lowered.  A budget deficit of $2135 for 2010 is predicted.  Bob moved that the 2010 Proposed Annual 
Budget be accepted and Leslie seconded.  The motion passed.  Chad will present the budget for approval by the member-
ship at the November meeting. 

 
Fall Show: 
 There was discussion on the recent Show.  Chad has not completed the numbers but expects that we will have 
netted approx. $1000.   Minnreg is booked through our 2011 show. Leslie agreed to send a letter to Hicks Orchid Supplies 
as a receipt for their donation of $100 in supplies. 
 

The meeting was held at the offices of Harper, Van Scoik, 2111 Drew St., Clearwater.   Having declared a quorum, Pam 
called the meeting to order at 7:09 p.m. 
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Nominating Committee: 
 Leslie reported that under our Bylaws a Chairman of the Nominating Committee is to be chosen at our 4th quarter 
Board meeting and the remaining four members selected at the October regular meeting.  Since our Board meeting was after the 
October regular meeting, Leslie asked Corinne to be the Chairman as she had volunteered to be on the committee in the past.  
She agreed and asked for four other members at the regular meeting.  The committee is finalizing its selections at this time. 
 
Trophy Update: 
 Tina visited Smith Jewelers and didn’t learn anything more about the disposition of the trophies than Leslie had re-
ported at the previous Board meeting.  There was much discussion on what, if any, action to take.  There is considerable reluc-
tance to pursue a claim against the estate of Donna Sitton, but we felt it would be negligent not to do something as the trophies 
are the property of the members.  Chad agreed to send a registered letter to the personal representative of the estate stating that 
we are considering a claim against the estate for the trophies with an estimated silver value of $5000. 
 
Speakers: 
 The speakers for the upcoming meetings are as follows: 

November – Chapman Orchids 
January 2010 – Francisco Miranda 
February 2010 – Paul Storm 
March – Alex of Orchid Wiz 
April – Martin Motes on Vandas 
May- Prem Subrahmanyam on Florida native orchids 
 

Grant Proposal: 
 Cheryl presented the Board with two grant requests she had received.  One was from Paul Storm requesting $500 to 
study Schomburgkia/Laelias and Myrmecophila.  The other was from Eric Christenson, Ph.D. requesting funds to travel to Co-
lumbia to do a complete inventory of Maxillaria specimens at two herbaria there.  The budgeted grant money for 2009 has been 
spent, and Cheryl agreed to speak with both men about considering their grants at the January 2010 Board meeting. 
 Bill agreed to ask Wes Higgins for an accounting of the grant money FWCOS gave him earlier this year. 
 
Other Business: 

There was discussion on where to purchase orchids for the Christmas party.  Leslie moved that Chad be authorized to 
purchase 3 trays of 30 oncidiums (total of 90 plants) from Kodama Orchids at a price not to exceed $5-6 plus shipping.  Pam 
seconded and the motion passed.   Pam and Bob agreed to determine the best value for the money on main course and some 
sides.  All members are expected to bring a side dish or dessert to feed 10 guests. 

There was discussion on the sequence of events at the regular meeting and ways to shorten the meeting.  It was de-
cided our goal would be to finish the meeting by 9 pm.  The educational program will be shortened to 20 minutes and refresh-
ments served after this.  There will be a quick business meeting and the speaker limited to 45 minutes.  Pam will draw up an 
agenda to test this concept. 

Leslie moved that we adjourn at 8:58, and Cheryl seconded.   The next meeting was scheduled for January 26, 2010. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Leslie Belew 
Secretary, FWCOS 
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Ecuador's Flowering Plants - 
Blooming Beauty Beyond Belief 

January 8-17th, 2010 
 

For Immediate Release - Panama City, Panama - October 11th, 2009 - Horticul-
tural magazines now classify the country of Ecuador as a "hidden jewel" and a 
"must see" due to its spectacular climatic diversity, creating wholly different grow-
ing seasons and microclimates.  This truly incredible experience offers an oppor-
tunity to learn the most modern floricultural techniques being practiced, including 
visits to plantations and areas where others seldom visit. 
www.GardeningTours.com in conjunction with True Colors Travel, Cia, Ltda has 
entered into exclusive agreements with 3 major floral producers to include exten-
sive visits to these plantations that are otherwise closed to tourists. 
One of the many highlights include a visit to one of the world's leading Rose 
plantations, near Quito. Experience the vast differences in rose types and the 
extensive range of varieties and colors available on the plantation where they are 
bred and cultivated.  See roses in sizes, colors, and growth patterns never 
viewed previously. In Quito also enjoy a guided visit of the Botanical Garden by 
the owner. 
For the Orchid lover, the tour will visit South America's largest Orchid plantation 
in Cuenca, and the Tropical category will be well represented at a true flower 
plantation-the home of Ecuador's largest producer of tropical flowers outside of 
Guayaquil.  While here, enjoy a guided tour through the waterfront gardens by 
the Chief Garden Designer of Guayaquil. 
During this spectacular tour you will stay in 4 star hotels, enjoy a variety of local 
meals--some at colonial Haciendas in the area--and, of course, the ever present 
opportunity to purchase local handicrafts and visit with the creative local artisans 
at work.   There is so much more included in this tour, so visit 
www.gardeningtours.com for the full day by day itinerary.  A post tour to the fa-
mous Galapagos Islands by True Colors Travel can also be added to this tour for 
a truly once in a lifetime experience. 
Contact Donna toll free 1-866-642-7120 or email donna@icangarden.com 
www.ICanGarden.com  Canada's largest Internet gardening resource site provid-
ing free information to gardeners of all experience levels from amateur to master 
gardeners since 1996.  The web site contains thousand of articles, information 
on gardening books, garden clubs,  garden suppliers, hundreds of public gar-
dens and thousands of pictures of famous gardens around the world. Donna 
Dawson, formerly of St. Albert Alberta Canada, now residing in Panama City, Pa-
n a m a  i s  a  c o - a u t h o r  o f  t h r e e  g a r d e n i n g  b o o k s . 
 
www.gardeningtours.com  is their tours only site showcasing exceptional garden 
tours since 1998.  2010 Garden Tours include Ecuador, China Peony Festival, 
Chelsea Flower Show, India and Thailand/Cambodia. 
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A Little Humor 

From Your Editor As We Look Forward to 2010.   

These Are Actual Classifieds . 
 

1. WEDDING DRESS FOR SALE:  Worn once by mis-
take.  Call Stephanie. 

2. JOINING NUDIST COLONY!  Must sell washer and 
dryer $300. 

3. FREE PUPPIES:  Mother, AKC German Shephrd.  
Father, Super Dog.   Able to leap tall fences in a 
single bound. 

4. NORDIC TRACK:  $300 Hardly used, call Chubby. 

5. GEORGIA PEACHES:  California grown  -  89 
cents/lb. 

6. COWS, CALVES: NEVER BRED:  Also 1 gay bull 
for sale. 

7. FREE PUPPIES:  1/2 Cocker Spaniel, 1/2 sneaky 
neigtbor’s dog. 

8. FOUND DIRTY WHITE DOG:   Looks like a rat.  
Been out a while.  Better be a big reward. 

 And the best one? 

10. FOR SALE BY OWNER: 

 Complete set of Encyclopedia Brittannica, 45 vol-
umes.  Excellent condition.  $1,000 or best offer.  No 
longer needed.  Got married last month!   

 

Enlarging Your Orchid Collection 
 

 Once your first orchid plant blooms, you will, 
like the rest of us, get a very definite urge to get 
more plants.  Do not resist that impulse, but we 
suggest that you might well keep the following 
points in mind: 

 Only buy blooming plants to begin with.  You 
won’t want to wait long for your first flowers, and 
you can thus be sure that the color, shape, and tex-
ture of the flowers are just what you want. 

 Buy a blooming plant or two each month 
throughout the year.  Since they are likely to bloom 
at the same time each following year, you will al-
ways have some in bloom. (The exception to this is 
to avoid buying summer-blooming plants if you go 
away to the mountains or seashore every summer). 

 Only buy plants which will be suitable for your 
growing conditions.  Do not buy tall-growing or 
excessively large plants for a small greenhouse, or 
cool-growing plants for a Florida patio, etc. 

 Only buy good moderately-priced plants from 
reputable dealers  Wait until yu have developed a 
good culture program that has proven successful 
for YOU before getting high-priced plants. 

 Try to avoid “bargain basement” plants unless 
you know just what you are getting.  Culls or 
“dogs” - no matter how enticing the label—will 
never amount to anything you can be proud of. 

 Before buying small seedlings, give considera-
tion to the waiting time before they can reasonably 
be expected to bloom under YOUR growing condi-
tions.  Small seedlings are very interesting but they 
do take up space, require special care to reach ma-
turity, and mostly they require PATIENCE. 

 Orchids are by far the most interesting hobby 
you can have, but try to remember that a hobby is 
supposed to be FUN.  Don’t let it become a burden. 

 

[From News & Views Vol XV, No 1] 
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FWCOS 
c/o Diane Jones 
14541 Iroquois Ave. 
Largo, FL   33774 


