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January 8, 2009 
7:00  pm Educational Class—Michael Polin 

on ’ Cattlya Culture, Big Catts Are Dangerous!”   
7:30 pm Featured Speaker 

Francisco Miranda on Pt 2 Brazilian Orchids 

Our guest speaker for the January 8 
meeting is Francisco Mirando.  He’s a 
native Brazilian with a masters degree 
in Orchid Taxonomy specializing in 
Brazilian Laeliinae.  He is a known au-
thor and has spent many years in the 
field in his native country.  He has ex-
tensive first hand knowledge about the 
habitats and distribution of  these 
showy species. 
 

Visit FWCOS website at www.fwcos.org 
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President: Pam Heath   727-518-2436 
pheath2@tampabay.rr.com  

1st VP:  Bob Barrett   727-726-1697 

 rob2781@yahoo.com  

2nd VP: Cheryl Finke   727-581-3987 

  cfinke@tampabay.rr.com  

3rd VP: Chris Smith   727-787-5080 

 Chris_charmaine@msn.com  

Secretary: Leslie Belew   727-867-7849 

 lesliebelew@verizon.net  

Treasurer: Chad Whetstone  727-535-6980 

 whetstonec@aol.com 

Director: Michael Palandro   727-787-0036 

      dondroconnection@aol.com  

Trustees:   Tina Kendall    727-729-3704 

              tkendal1@tampabay.rr.com 

Trustees:   Bill Nunez   727-392-6864 

              Biddison22@aol.com 

Trustees:   Jack Majewski  727-725-1719 

              normajackski@verizon.net 

Trustees:  Corinne Arnold   727-447-2898 

                parnold3@tampabay.rr.com 

Trustees:  Brent Finke 727-460-4606  

 bfinke90@tampabay.rr.com 

Trustees:  Roy Finley     727-866-2436  

 us029817@mindspring.com   
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Brenda Miller—Editor,  Content and Advertising: 
brenfm@tampabay.rr.com 

14444 Neptune Rd, Seminole, FL  33776 
Content must be received by one week past the 
monthly meeting for inclusion in the following 
months newsletter.  Ads must be in high resolution  ( 
at print size)  Picture format:  .TIF, .GIF, .JPG or 
.PDF .   Submitted via email or CD. 

Dodie Bonds—Printing and Mailing, 40 Lake Shore 
Drive, Palm Harbor, FL   34684 

Diane Jones—Membership, Email or mailing address 
changes:   

14541 Iroquois Ave., Largo, FL   33774 

The Florida West Coast Orchid Society (FWCOS) 
Meets every 2nd Thursday of the month at Pinellas 
County Extension. 

Operating Procedures  
for Membership 

Membership—the term of  membership shall 
be for the calendar year.  Annual dues for the 
first annual member in a household shall be 
$18.00, each additional annual member in a 
household and not receiving a newsletter shall 
be $12.00. 
Members renewing before December 31st may 
receive a 10% discount for the early renewal.  
For new members joining from July to De-
cember these months will be prorated at 
$1.50/month in addition to the next year’s 
membership of  $18.00.  In the case of  a 
household with life or honorary members, 
they shall be considered the first annual mem-
ber of  a household.  Lifetime membership is 
$180.00. 
 

*** 

  

 DID YOU KNOW….. 
THE FWCOS WEBSITE, fwcos.org has 
Membership Applications as well as a 

map showing  the location  of  the 
FWCOS meetings. 



 

 
 
 

From Our President 
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From Our Membership 
Chairman 
 

We had a great dinner for December, 
unfortunately it did not produce any 
new members.  However, we did re-
ceive a lot of renewals.  My cut off date 
is the end of January, that is so I have 
time to get the new Directory out to the members. 
Mail your membership dues which are $18 after De-
cember 31 to: Diane Jones, 14541 Iroquois Ave, 
Largo, FL 33774 and make the check out to 
‘FWCOS’.  
Happy Holidays 
Diane Jones 

 

To all our Members and Orchid Friends, 
 I hope your holidays were fun and the 
New Year will bring you many great times, 
great health and of course, blooming or-
chids. 
  As we look ahead to this New Year, I 
want to make sure that we are hearing from all of you 
on activities and ideas that you would like for us to do 
this year. So, please email any of your Board members, 
including myself, with those great thoughts. 
  Our society has made great progress in our volun-
teering work at the Gardens and we have plans to com-
plete our 2010 hours by May 1st. I encourage all of you 
to spend a couple of hours with us in these cooler 
months to help give back to the Extension center.  
  We will also be starting our project with Sunken 
Gardens in early spring. Bill Nunez will be leading this 
work to re-establish some Florida native orchids in the 
beautiful oak trees. There are many ways you can as-
sist with this, so please get in touch with Bill. We will 
give monthly updates at our meetings. 
  Please accept my heartfelt gratitude for the won-
derful support and work that each of you do that makes 
our society so successful. Please continue to bring your 
friends and neighbors as we have plans for some out-
standing speakers and guests this year under the lead-
ership of Bob Barrett.  Let everyone know about our 
website and we now have the past newsletters posted 
on there that you can share with them. 
  Thanks for allowing me to serve this group another 
year and I look forward to a very successful 2009! 

Pam Heath 

 
 

Diane Jones 

Francisco Mirando is a native Brazilian with 
a masters degree in Orchid Taxonomy spe-
cializing in Brazilian Laeliinae.  He has spent 
many years in the field in his native country 
and has extensive first hand knowledge 
about the habitats and distributions of  these 
showy species.  His presentation will include 
his personal photography showing plants 
blooming in situ. 

A Blue Ribbon for Marty Heath!  All year he is there for us maintaining 
our website as well as making additions or changes as called upon.  I am 
grateful for Marty as he is patient with me when I learn of ’another’ mistake 
I have made in the newsletter and he replaces the first one with a new one.  
Now he’s done something which I know will please many of you due to 
your requests for a ’Newsletter Archive’.  It is now complete and on our 
website.  Thank you, Marty, from all of us. 

 



FWCOS  

Christmas Party  

Meat Cutters 

Hungry! 

The line is long! 
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