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Florida West Coast 
Orchid Society 

Orchid News & Views 
April 2010 Volume 8,  No  4 

April 8, 2010 
 

7:00  pm Educational Class 
Scott Hadley ~ ‘It’s Elemental’ 

7:30 pm Featured Speaker   
Martin Motes on Vandas 

Our Speaker will be 
Bringing Orchids 

for Our Raffle. 
Remember to Bring 
Plants to this Meet-
ing Which You Are  
Donating For the 

Auction. 
Remember Food! 
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FWCOS  Board of  Directors 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

The Folks Who  

Make It Happen 

      FWCOS  Orchid News & Views                                    
 

Brenda Miller—Editor,  Content & Advertising:  
14444 Neptune Rd, Seminole, FL 33776 
brenfm@tampabay.rr.com;  727-595-9121 
 

Content must be received by one week past the monthly 
meeting for inclusion in the following months newsletter.  
Ads must be in high resolution  (at print size)  Picture 
format: .TIF, .GIF, .JPG or .PDF .   Submit via email  
or CD. 
 
 

Diane Jones - Membership, Mailing Address or 
Email  address change to:  djones9@tampabay.rr.com 
 
 

Operating Procedures for Membership 
Membership: The term of membership shall be for the cal-
endar year.  Annual dues for the first annual member in a 
household shall be $18.00, each additional annual mem-
ber in a household and not receiving a newsletter shall be 
$12.00.  Lifetime membership is $180.00. 

1st VP: Bill Nunez 

727-392-6864 

biddison22@aol.com 

President: Cheryl Finke 

727-581-3987 

cfinke@tampabay.rr.com 

Roy Finley 

727-866-2435 

us029817@mindspring.com 

Brent Finke 

727-460-4606  

bfinke90@tampabay.rr.com 

Jennifer Upchurch 

727-947-3024 

jpchurch64@hotmail.com 

Jack Majewski 

727-725-1719 

normajackski@verizon.net 

Corinne Arnold 

 727-447-2898  

parnold3@tampabay.rr.com 
Treasurer:: Chad Whetstone 

727-535-6980 

whetstonec@aol.com  

3rd VP: Scott Hadley 

727-343-1002 

scotthadley99@yahoo.com 

2nd VP: Ruth Cannon 

727-550-7993 

gramorchid@live.com 

Secretary:  Leslie Belew 

727-867-7849 

lesliebelew@verizon.net 

Director:  Pam Heath 

727-518-2436 

pheath2@tampabay.rr.com 

Tina Kendall 

813-486-1029 

tkendall4@verizon.net 

2010-2012 Trustees: 

2008—2010 Trustees 

2009—2011 Trustees: 
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From Our President 

From Our  
  Membership Chairman 
 

Hello all  - 

The new Membership Directory is out, since I 
am human, there are errors 
in this directory.  I will be 
putting out a correction sheet 
in the coming months as all 
the corrections to be made 
are discovered.  
Sincerely, 
Diane Jones 
Membership Chairman  

Hello members, 
 

I cannot believe we are still 
struggling with the unseasona-
bly cold where here in Florida. I 
want to put my plants out 
around the pool so bad but as 
soon as I think about it the tem-
peratures go back down in the 
40’s. Hopefully we are rounding the final corner 
with the weather. 
 

I would like to congratulate all the members that 
helped the society achieve our 200 volunteer hours 
in record time. See page 10  for your names. As a 
reminder, the volunteer hours performed in the 
gardens fulfill a contract with the extension center 
to enable us use of their large room and audio-
visual equipment at no charge for our meeting and 
speakers.  It is a fantastic opportunity for us to 
save money on room rental. To that end, we are 
able to give our volunteers a quality orchid of their 
choice for hours worked that month.  We achieved 
our goal of 200 hours on March 6 for our 2011 
mandatory hours with an overage of about 15-18 
hours to start us out on a good footing for 2012.  
My understanding is that some members would 
like to have one more work day in April before it 
gets hot so we can feel confident about our 2012 
hours already in the bank.  I have worked this out 
with our Representative, Andy Wilson, from the 
Extension Center to Schedule April 3rd and/or 
April 24th both days if we get volunteers. 
 

Please remember to save an orchid division to do-
nate to our annual orchid auction April 17th.  Ruth 
Cannon is heading up this festive society event, so 
if you have any donations please contact Ruth at 
(727) 550-7993 or gramorchid@live.com.  You 
can bring your donation to the April 8th meeting or 
bring it by Christine and Ron Belko’s on April 11th 
during their Open Greenhouse Event. 
 

Interest has been voiced in forming a committee to 
prepare orchid displays at shows under FWCOS.  
  

Cheryl Finke 

 

Diane Jones 

 

This is something the society has not done in 
some  time. It may have been over 11 years since 
FWCOS entered an orchid display.  We have 
budgeted $250 a year for supplies for this type of 
event. FWCOS was invited by TBOS to put a 
display in their upcoming April show and I had 
to decline as there was no committee organized 
to place a display. So for this year I would like to 
gather a committee where, if asked, an orchid 
display could be a committee project.  I will dis-
cuss this more at our April meeting. 
 

We also have a new opportunity for volunteer 
hours by placing orchids in the gardens on dis-
play. This time will count toward hours in the 
gardens. I will be contacting Bob Funar regard-
ing a few questions about plant security, place-
ment, display area conditions, watering fre-
quency of display and rotation. 
 

I wish to thank everyone for their continued partici-
pation in the society. 
 

Cheryl Finke 
President 
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Meet Martin Motes 
A second generation orchidist who has 
been growing orchids for 50 years and 
has bred hundreds of new hybrids, for 
which he has received scores of AOS 
awards including three FCC’s and 
three Awards of Quality. Other hy-
brids have won medals in previous 
WOCs as well as at the European Or-
chid Conference. Numerous of his hybrids have been rec-
ognized by the Royal Horticultural Society and in other 
international venues.  He was a featured speaker at the last 
two WOCs in Kuala Lumpur and Dijon. 
Dr. Motes who has a PhD in English and extensive experi-
ence in this field is also an accredited American Orchid 
Society judge whose frequent articles have appeared in 
The Fairchild Garden Bulletin, The South Florida Or-
chidist, The Orchid Digest, The Orchid Review and The 
American Orchid Society Bulletin. He is the author of Van-
das: Their History Botany and Culture and Florida Orchid 
Growing Moth by Month. He is currently working on a 
monograph of the genus Vanda with David Roberts of 
Kew Gardens. 
Martin has traveled extensively in the Mediterranean and 
observed wild orchids in many other countries.  He has 
taught Vanda Production at the University of Florida, an 
Orchid Short Course in Gainesville and worked as a con-
sultant in various capacities to the extensive orchid indus-
try in South Florida. He was the leading force behind the 
creation of the Redland International Orchid Festival and 
is now the creator of a companion winter show, the Janu-
ary International Miami Orchid Festival, He teaches orchid 
related classes at Fairchild Tropical Gardens in addition to 
Growing Asiatic Vegetables, and Great Tasting Tomatoes 
for South Florida. 
More than 20 lectures a year fills Martin’s busy schedule 
which has included national orchid conferences in the US, 
Britain and Australia. He was a featured speaker at the 
World Orchid Conferences in Rio, Dijon and Kuala Lum-
pur, where he chaired the Hybridizer’s Forum and was a 
panel member at the Commercial Grower’s Forum. He 
publishes a monthly news letter " This Month in Your Or-
chid Collection" geared to the special needs of orchid 
growers in South Florida and other tropical regions. 

 

Our Featured Speaker 
 
From Our 1st Vice  
                         President 
 

Speakers for FWCOS  
2010: 

Mar 11    Alex Maximo, Orchid  Wiz  

 Member’s Plant  Sale 

Apr 8 Martin Motes - Vandas 

May 13  Prem Subrahmanyam - Florida Native Orchids 

 Member’s Plant Sale  

June 10  Phelps Farms - Basic Orchid care 

July  Judges program;   Member’s Plant Sale 

Aug  Doug   Chenneville – Florida Native Orchids; 
Growing  Native Orchids 

Sept 9  Mac Rivenbark – Orchids of Philippines 

Oct 14 Philip Hamilton – Broghtonias & Catletonia’s; 
 Member’s Plant Sale 

Nov 11 Bill Thoms ----Orchids around the world 

Dec 9  Xmas Party 

<<>> 

2011: 

Jan 13    Bruce; Selby Gardens Everglades Rare  

 Plant Restoration Project;  Member’s Plant Sale 

 

We will Miss You 

Jim Clarkson 




