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Florida West Coast 
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Orchid News & Views 
August 2010 Volume 8,  No  8 

August 12, 2010                                                                                           
 

7:00  pm Educational Class: Corinne Arnold on 
‘When Buying an Orchid not in Bloom’                                                      

7:30 pm Featired Speakers:  Emily and Mark  
’A Judge’s Program on AOS Judging’ 

There is a mem-
ber plant sale at 

this meeting. 
 

*** 

Remember 
Food! 
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FWCOS  Board of  Directors 2010 

 

 

 

 

The Folks Who  

Make It Happen 

      FWCOS  Orchid News & Views                                    
 

Brenda Miller—Editor,  Content & Advertising:  
14444 Neptune Rd, Seminole, FL 33776 
brenfm@tampabay.rr.com;  727-595-9121 
 

Content must be received by one week past the monthly 
meeting for inclusion in the following months newsletter.  
Ads must be in high resolution  (at print size)  Picture 
format: .TIF, .GIF, .JPG or .PDF .   Submit via email  
or CD. 
 
 

Diane Jones - Membership, Mailing Address or 
Email  address change to:  djones9@tampabay.rr.com 
 
 

Operating Procedures for Membership 
Membership: The term of membership shall be for the cal-
endar year.  Annual dues for the first annual member in a 
household shall be $18.00, each additional annual mem-
ber in a household and not receiving a newsletter shall be 
$12.00.  Lifetime membership is $180.00. 

Roy Finley 

727-866-2435 

us029817@mindspring.com 

Brent Finke 

727-460-4606  

bfinke90@tampabay.rr.com 

Jennifer Upchurch 

727-947-3024 

jpchurch64@hotmail.com 

Jack Majewski 

727-725-1719 

normajackski@verizon.net 

Corinne Arnold 

 727-447-2898  

parnold3@tampabay.rr.com 

Treasurer:: Chad Whetstone 

727-535-6980 

whetstonec@aol.com  

1st VP: Bill Nunez 

727-550-7793 

biddison22@aol.com 

President: Cheryl Finke 

727-581-3987 

cfinke@tampabay.rr.com 

3rd VP: Scott Hadley 

727-343-1002 

rcotthadley99@yahoo.com  

2nd VP: Ruth Cannon 

727-550-7793 

gramorchid@live.com 

Secretary:  Leslie Belew 

727-867-7849 

lesliebelew@verizon.net 

Director:  Pam Heath 

727-518-2436 

pheath2@tampabay.rr.com 

Tina Kendall 

813-486-1029 

tkendall4@verizon.net 

2010-2012 Trustees: 

2008—2010 Trustees 

2009—2011 Trustees: 



 

~ 3 ~ 

From Our President 

Hello all, 
 
"Every five years the by-laws 
committee is obligated to look 
at our by-laws for revisions. 
Jack Majewski and his com-
mittee have finished their 
work and the revised by-laws 
are in this newsletter for your 
information.  You can compare 
them to our current by-laws which are in the back 
of the Members Directory.  Please take time to 
read and review them prior to September’s meet-
ing as we will vote on them at the September 10th 
meeting. 
 
As a reminder, any notices to be put in the news-
letter need to be in to Brenda Miller within one 
week after our meeting. Notices and/or announce-
ments will be compiled for the next month’s news-
letter.  Your help to keep up with this request will 
be greatly appreciated so the newsletter has time 
to be proof read, printed and mailed to those on 
the snail mail list.  Those on the email list are not 
affected as the email is delivered electronically. 
Snail mail needs a seven-day lead to reach those 
members without computers so they can receive 
the newsletter prior to the next meeting. 
 
Contact Terry Berube if you have some time to 
volunteer to put in the greenhouse at the Botanical 
Garden.  She can be contacted at727-596-1055 or    
tberube@tampabay.rr.com. She is trying to get 
many of the plants back in shape. 
 
With all the rain we had in the beginning of July, 
you may have to use some fungicide such as Alli-
ette or Banrot as a prophylactic against fungus 
and rots that may come early.  Look at all your 
plants to see how they are doing.  
 
Happy Growing, 
Cheryl Finke 
 

 
 

 

 

Cheryl Finke 

 

Wear This beautiful Orchid Pin With Pride  

NEW and Beautiful! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
… 

In June, the AOS introduced a new pin to benefit 
the Society. "The reason the pin was developed is 
the  Affiliated Society Committee wanted to come 
up with a fund-raiser to help the AOS. We asked 
Dawn Vertrees for her help and, working together 
with her husband, Don, and a jewelry manufac-
turer in Rhode Island, this is what we came up 
with," says Carol Holdren, chair of the Affiliated 
Societies Committee and an AOS trustee. 

This unique pin makes a wonderful gift and can be 
worn and enjoyed by any orchid enthusiast. Offer 
it to club members, give the pin as awards, present 
them in recognition of service to your club officers 
or give them as gifts to those you love. 

The 1 1/2-inch- (3.7-cm-) wide pin is pewter with 
a faux rhodium finish and comes with a converter 
so it can be worn as an attractive necklace. The 
text reads, "American Orchid Society Est. 1921." 

(Thank you to Dawn Vertrees, award-winning or-
chid jewelry artist, for her original design and assis-
tance in manufacturing. www.dawnvertrees.com ) 
 

Cost: $25 (price includes the pin as well as a converter to also wear 
this pin as an attractive necklace, as well as shipping and handling.) 
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From Our Vice President Our Featured Speakers 

The main program for our 
August meeting will be done 
by FWCOS members who 
are also AOS judges. Emilly 
Clarkson and Mark Jones 
will be heading up the pro-
gram. 
 
They will be showing us the difference between a 
bloom that does not get awarded and one that 
does. The judges will also talk about the different 
kinds of awards and the different kinds of judging 
that happens at shows. 

 
Anyone interested in growing quality orchids 
should not miss this presentation.  
 

Rhizome Cowboy  
<> 

 

Emily Clarkson was born and raised in Columbia, 
SC, married Jim in 1968 and has 2 children.  She 
moved around the world while 
Jim pursued his career in the 
US Army, finally settling in 
Tampa .   
 
Her passion for orchids began 
when Jim began to grow and 
bloom these fascinating flow-
ers.  She became more in-
volved with orchids and all the 
people who grow and love orchids, while  Jim 
was.   The pleasure and the fascination with or-
chid’s nature and culture, and the friendships of 
the people make orchid growing and judging 
wonderful.    
 
Emily was the clerk for the Florida North Central 
Judging Center for several years before becom-
ing a student judge herself in 1998.  She was 
elevated to an Accredited Judge in 2004.  She 
has judged shows all over Florida and around the 
world, including the 17th World Orchid Confer-
ence in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia in 2002 and the 
19th World Orchid Conference in Miami, Florida in 
2008.   
 

<> 

 

 

As an eight-year-old, Mark Jones became very excited 
with African Violets and other exotic plants.  After he 
saw an orchid, he wanted to grow 
one and it seemed he never had a 
place available.  It was in Texas 
when he bought his first orchid 
which was a vanda. 

 
He learned about the Orchid Soci-
ety and went to his first meeting.  
Then he then learned about and visited orchid judging.  
He learned about the center library and became the 
center librarian which gave him the opportunity to take 
books home to read.  This led to doing the work as an 
apprentice clerk. 
 
He learned about Educational displays and participated 
in many which were AOS sponsored.  There he won 
several awards called Educational Certificates for his 
Educational Displays. 
 
As Mark gained knowledge, opportunities came to him 
to speak for orchid groups.  He has spoken to societies 
approximately 300 times. His passion in speaking to 
groups is to make his talks interesting and understand-
able for new orchid growers so they can succeed in 
their new interest. 
 
Mark Jones has been a member of FWCOS for 20 
years.  He was President of FWCOS for 2 years and 
has been a Judge for the American Orchid Society for 
about 17 years. 

 

Do you think you would enjoy 
serving as a judge?  Are you will-
ing to make a commitment? 
 

Talk with Mark or Emily on how 
and where to obtain the training. 
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August  

Aug  4, 7 pm; Orchid Society of West Pasco Meet-
ing at Buena Vista Manor Clubhouse, 5112 Rosada 
Ave, Holiday.   Contact Dale Thien    727-816-8478 
 

Aug 12, 7 pm; Florida West Coast Orchid Society;  
Pinellas County Cooperative Extension Center; ‘A 
Judges Program on AOS Judging’ with Mark Jones 
and Emily Clarkson. Contact Bill Nunez  727-392-
6864. 

 

Aug 14, 1:30 pm; AOS Judging - Orlando, Harry P 
Leu Gardens, Palm Room, 1920 North Forest Avenue, 
Orlando.  Contact Dr. Glen Brown 352-735-2898. 

 

Aug 19, 6:30 pm; Tampa Bay Orchid Society meet-
ing; Tampa Garden Club, 2629 Bayshore Drive, 
Tampa; Dory Gallagher 813-907-7025 
http://tampabayorchidsociety@shutterfly.com/   

 
<> 

 
We appreciate our vendors.  They often serve as 
our speakers and they furnish the orchids for our 
main fundraiser, ‘our auction’.  We have their 
business cards in every newsletter which shows 
the name of their business and the location.  
Whenever you get that longing for a new orchid, 
want to purchase one for someone’s birthday, or 
you just enjoy visiting greenhouses, be sure to 
visit and support our vendors. Let them know you 
appreciate them. 
 
 

For those of you who may not know this, we have 
a great library.  Brett Ullery is responsible for the 
books which belong to our society.  If you would 
like Brett to bring books to the meeting for you to 
review, please call him at 813-299-8834 and tell 
him what your orchid interests are. 

Meetings and Events 

Aug  24, 10 am; Tampa Orchid Club, American 
Legion Hall, 6918 N Florida Ave, Tampa  Contact 
Laurie Nissen 813-909-3394. 
 

Aug  24, 7:30 pm; Ridge Orchid Society Meeting 
Bartow Civic Center, 2250 S. Floral Avenue, Bar-
tow, FL  Contact Dave Sumner 863-425-5203 
http://www.ridgeorchidsociety.org/  
 

Aug  25, 7:30 pm; AOS Judging  Tampa Garden 
Club;  2629 Bayshore Drive, Tampa.  Contact: 
Patty Cartwright 813-349-0097 www.aos.org/  
 

September 
September 18-19 - Ridge Orchid Society Show, 
Lake Mirror Center, 121 S. Lake Ave., Lakeland, 
FL. Contact: Jack Henry, 112 Holmes Pl., Winter 
Haven; (863) 324-3198; jacthel@juno.com. 
 

<> 

OPEN GREENHOUSE TIME   

at Cheryl Finke’s  
Come see how  

Cheryl grows her plants. 
Sun, Sept. 12 from 1 til 4 pm  

3858 McKay Creek Drive, 
Largo, Fl 33770 

For more information,  
Call Corinne Arnold at 727-447-2898 




