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Florida West Coast 
Orchid Society 

Orchid News & Views 
February 2010 Volume 8,  No  2 

February 11, 2010 
 

7:00  pm Educational Class 
Roy Finley; Orchid Mounting and  

The Culture Thereof 
7:30 pm Featured Speaker   

Paul Storm from Meke Aloha Orchids 

Our Guest Speaker 
will be Bringing  
Orchids to Sell  

And 
Orchids for our 

Raffle 
Remember Food! 
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FWCOS  Board of Directors 

 

 

 

Treasurer:: Chad Whetstone 

727-535-6980 

whetstonec@aol.com  

 

 

 

 

 

The Folks Who  

Make It Happen 

      FWCOS  Orchid News & Views                                    
 

Brenda Miller—Editor,  Content & Advertising:  
14444 Neptune Rd, Seminole, FL 33776 
brenfm@tampabay.rr.com;  727-595-9121 
 

Content must be received by one week past the monthly 
meeting for inclusion in the following months newsletter.  
Ads must be in high resolution  (at print size)  Picture 
format: .TIF, .GIF, .JPG or .PDF .   Submit via email  
or CD. 
 
 

Diane Jones - Membership, Mailing Address or 
Email  address change to:  djones9@tampabay.rr.com 
 
 

Operating Procedures for Membership 
Membership: The term of membership shall be for the cal-
endar year.  Annual dues for the first annual member in a 
household shall be $18.00, each additional annual mem-
ber in a household and not receiving a newsletter shall be 
$12.00.  Lifetime membership is $180.00. 

3rd VP: Scott Hadley 

727-343-1002 

rhadley14@tampabay.rr.com  

1st VP: Bill Nunez 

727-392-6864 

biddison22@aol.com 

2nd VP: Ruth Cannon 

727-299-8834 

brettullery@edmorse.com 

President: Cheryl Finke 

727-581-3987 

cfinke@tampabay.rr.com 

Secretary:  Leslie Belew 

727-867-7849 

lesliebelew@verizon.net 

Director:  Pam Heath 

727-518-2436 

pheath2@tampabay.rr.com 

Roy Finley 

727-866-2435 

us029817@mindspring.com 

Tina Kendall 

813-486-1029 

tkendall4@verizon.net 

Brent Finke 

727-460-4606  

bfinke90@tampabay.rr.com 

Jennifer Upchurch 

727-947-3024 

jpchurch64@hotmail.com 

Jack Majewski 

727-725-1719 

normajackski@verizon.net 

Corinne Arnold 

 727-447-2898  

parnold3@tampabay.rr.com 

2010-2012 Trustees: 

2008—2010 Trustees 

2009—2011 Trustees: 
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From Our President 

From Our  
  1st Vice President 
 

Dear FWCOS Members, 
 

 I hope everyone is having a good new year. 
 

 As most of you know, the new FWCOS board 
members are starting their new terms now.  I am 
the new incoming First Vice President and one of 
my duties is to schedule the speakers for our 
monthly meetings.  It is the policy of FWCOS to not 
have member plant sales when we have a speaker 
who is bringing plants for sale.  This policy helps us 
get good quality speakers because it shows them 
we are taking an interest in them having a positive 
experience with FWCOS. 
 

 Several of you have brought to our attention 
that you would like more member plant sales so I 
am working on that.  Our goal is to have good qual-
ity programs on the nights that we have the mem-
ber plant sales and I think we are making good pro-
gress.  We have four confirmed programs sched-
uled for the upcoming year with member plant 
sales and I hope to have a fifth confirmed in the 
next few weeks.  I will submit the schedule to Bren 
Miller to be published in the newsletter when I have 
completed the list.  Please see me if you have a 
speaker or program that you would like to hear. 
 

Sincerely, 
Bill Nunez 
 
 
  

Hello everyone, 
 I am hoping that everyone faired well 
through the unwanted unseasonable cold 
weather.  Hard to believe, with our lingering 
balmy weather, that we had 
to think about protecting our 
plants from an unseasonable 
record setting cold event. 
Remember, if you cover you 
plants with plastic, raise it in 
the morning; otherwise your 
growing area could become 
a very hot oven! Looks like we should be back 
to our normal day and night time temperature 
for the next few weeks. 
 Please remember annual dues are due 
for 2010.  Regular membership is $18 and 
household is $30.  Please contact Diane Jones 
prior to Feb 12th so you can be included in our 
membership booklet.  
 The Board will be meeting in early 
February to continue the planning for a dyna-
mite year in 2010. Please feel free to call or 
email any of your officers with suggestions or 
requests for things you would like to see us do 
in 2010.  We are working to develop a 12-
month plan for programs, more member’s 
plant sales, open greenhouses and bus trips. 
We would love to have your suggestions for 
program topics and other activities you would 
like us to undertake. Remember that this is 
your society, and it will continue to grow and 
improve only with your ideas and participa-
tion. 
 I plan to organize monthly Saturday 
work days until out 200 hours are completed 
for our room. So far we have a running start 
with 55 hours left to do for our 2011 room 
booking. 
 Our next big event will be the orchid 
auction that is planned for Saturday, April 17. 
Times yet to be determined.  This calls for 
many positions to be filled. I will discuss more 
about this one day event at the February,  

 

Cheryl Finke 

 

March and April meetings. We hope to have 
your volunteer support as this is our main 
fund raiser for the year. The money from the 
orchid auction helps with stipends for our 
speakers, subsidizes our bus trips and sup-
ports conservation projects. If you can help 
with the orchid auction in anyway please 
contact Ruth Cannon, our 2nd Vice President. 
 
Happy growing and no yellow leaves, 
Cheryl Finke 
President. 
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Our Featured Speaker 
The Wonderful World Of  Schomburgkias and 
Myrmecophila  and Their Hybrids 
 Together Paul and Mary (as Meke Aloha Or-
chids) have traveled extensively seeking the finest 
examples of schom species and hybrids, and eventu-
ally  began making their 
own hybrids.  Their love 
of people and orchids, 
and their mission of try-
ing to convert all orchid 
lovers to ‘schombo-love’ 
have  brought them invi-
tations to many societies 
around the country and 
introductions to many 
new life-long friends.  In 
fact, many orchid society 
members in Hawaii, Ari-
zona, California, Ohio, 
North Carolina, Texas, 
Washington D C, Florida 
and the Bahamas as well 
as Aruba are now grow-
ing Schomburgkias and Schom hybrids with new en-
thusiasm and affection. 
 Paul’s ‘Schombo-hero’, Dr. Carl Withner, do-
nated his personal Schom collection to the Storms, 
and some outstanding nurseries and hybridizers have 
named Schom hybrids in honor of Paul and Mary 
because of their ‘Schombo-Mission’. Paul is the bo-
tanical author of Myrmechea as well as of several 
future Nothogenera, and he is actively involved in 
hybridizing several genera with Schoms which have 
never been combined before.  
 Recent changes in Schomburgkia and myrme-
cophila nomenclature have necessitated a major revi-
sion of their program. Therefore, with the assistance 
of Julian Shaw, Sr. Registrar of the RHS and Dr. 
German Carnevali, author of the new Myrmecophila 
Genera and the leading world authority on Myrmeco-
phila, their program will reflect the most current in-
formation available. 
 In the past  the program chair of the Gold Coast 
(North Miami) Society praised  their program as “one 
of the best they have ever hosted”, and the western 
North Carolina  Orchid Society program chair sum-
marized their program as “A Hit and a Hoot” –  (but  
 
 

Paul and Mary are still not sure if that is a compli-
ment or not)!?  They recently completed an exten-
sive tour of the California Bay area societies and 
Nevada and Paul was one of the featured present-
ers in Ohio at the Mid-America Winter Orchid 
Congress. Paul and Mary have just returned from 
presenting for the Sociedad di Orquidea in Aruba, 
and they are looking forward to future programs 
this year in Denver, New York, and Curisao/
BWI., as well as a return to California for the third 
time. 

 Paul and Mary are looking forward to pre-
senting their program and they invite any mem-
bers with extra Schom species or hybrids which 
they wish to sell or trade to contact them at: me-
kealoha@comcast.net . In the meantime, the 
Storms invite society members to prepare to be 
swept away by ‘Schombo-Love” and they promise 
that many will never look at Schoms, Mcps., and 
their hybrids in the same way ever again which is 
why this particular group of hybrids is quickly 
becoming one of the fasting growing favorites in 
the country.  

 

WANTED 
Your Editor would like a  

volunteer to give a hand  

with some typing. 

Call: 

727-595-9121  
or 

727-692-4648 
Look forward to hearing from you. 

Gratefully, Bren Miller 
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Want To Be An Orchid Judge? 
 

Do you have a strong, continuing interest in orchids?  Do you desire to learn all you can about or-
chids? Would you like to work with the best plants and best growers in the world?  If you answer yes 
to these questions, consider becoming an American Orchid Society Judge. 
In becoming a judge you will increase your depth of orchid knowledge, become part of an international 
recognized team, meet renown orchid experts.  In the Florida North Central Judging Region you will 
have the opportunity to judge some of the very best orchids in the country. 
 
The Florida North Central Judging Region of the American Orchid Society is in charge of preparing 
judges in the area.   The process takes time and effort. The essential stages including application/
acceptance, student judge, and probationary judge take most students 6-7 years to complete.  The 
Handbook on Judging and Exhibition provides detailed information on the process and is available at 
the aos.org (select sitemap and find ‘Judging Handbook’ under the judging section).  If you are inter-
ested, or might be, I would suggest the following. 
 
1.  Observe an AOS judging session, either at a local society show or monthly in Tampa (fourth 
Wednesday, Tampa Garden Center, 2629 Bayshore Rd. 7:30pm) or Orlando (second Saturday, Leu 
Gardens, 1:30pm).  The aos.org ‘Judging Calendar ‘ lists the place and time for each monthly session.  
All judging is open and observers are welcome. 
 
2.  Talk to an AOS judge about the program. You may have judges in your society, or see them at lo-
cal show – ask them about the process of becoming a judge. 
 
3.  Request the application materials from Ted Kellogg (tmkellogg@gmail.com).  The Florida North 
Central Region accepts students each May; applications should be completed well in advance of that 
date.  This year, entry testing and interviews will be held May 21-22. 
 
Ted Kellogg  
Training Coordinator, Florida North Central Judging Region. 
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January 

30-31 - Tamiami Orchid Festival, Sunshine Pavilion, 
Fair Expo Center, 10901 SW 24 St., Miami, Fl. Contact: Mar-
tin Motes; martinmotes@gmail.com. 

February 

6-7 - Venice Area Orchid Society Show, Venice Com-
munity Center, 326 S. Nokomis Ave., Venice, FL. Contact: 
Barbara J. Wagner; (941) 923-7706; barbjwag@comcast.net.  

11  -  Florida West Coast Orchid Society; Paul Storm from 
Meke Aloha Orchids;  Contact Bill Nunez  727-392-6864 

13  -  AOS Judging:; 1:30 pm Orlando, Harry P Leu Gar-
dens, Palm Room, 1920 North Forest Avenue, Orlando.  
Contact: Glenn Brown 352-735-2898. 

18  -  6:30 pm Tampa Bay Orchid Society, Contact  Dory 
Gallagher 813-907-7025 

23  -  10 am; Tampa Orchid Club, Linda Wilhelm of 
Woodland Orchids on ‘Miniatures’; Contact Sue Barnum 
813-281-2126  

24  -  7:30 pm AOS Judging Tampa Garden Club;  Contact: 
Ken Roberts 813-752-8719 http://www.aos.org 

26-28 - Miami International Orchid Show, Doubletree 
Hotel & Convention Center, 777 NW 72 Ave., Miami. FL. 
Contact: Robert Fuchs, email: nfo@rforchids.com 305-245-
4570 
 

 
Field Trip  -   Redlands Orchid Fest 

May 14, 2010  
$45.00 includes:: Bus, Driver Tip, Refresh-
ments on Bus, Entrance Fee and $5.00 Dis-
count Coupon.  
 

The participants last year agree it was 
well worth the money and they had a 
lot of fun.  
 

 Pickup location:  Pinellas Park Super 
Walmart at 8001 US 19 N. On US 19 just 
north of Park Boulevard.  Will meet be-
hind gas station in front of the store.     
Depart at 4:15 AM. Rest Stop during  Trip 
up ; Expect to arrive at Redlands Orchid 
Fest when it opens at 9:00AM  

For more information contact Corinne Arnold at 727-447-2898 or 
Email: parnold3@tampabay.com. 

Meetings and Events 
 
TAMPA ORCHID CLUB  - NEW MEETING PLACE  

 

Due to cost prohibited charges by the City for use of 
the Ragan Center, we will be using the Northdale 
Recreation Center for at least January and February.  
The Northdale facility is located at 15550 Spring 
Pine Dr.  Tampa 33624.  It can be reached from the 
Veteran’s Expressway off the Ehrlich exit or by 
Bearss Ave. from I-275.  It is 2 lights north on Dale 
Mabry from both roads, off of Northdale Blvd. at 
the 2nd street on the left.   
For more information, please check their webpage:  
http://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/parks/recreation
/recreationsites.cfm?facilitydetailid=514&regionid=
1&image=images/region1.jpg.  If you don’t have a 
computer and still need help, please call Sue Bar-
num at 281-2126 or Bill Castens at 340-9436. 
 

From Our  
  Membership Chairman 
Hello all— 
 We would like to 
welcome the following 
new members:  
  Barbara Ziegra of Palm 
Harbor & Vivian Haicken 
of Belleair Bluffs. 
 Florida West Coast enjoys a very active 
membership.  There are many ways for you 
to help with our organization and events for 
your enjoyment.  We encourage you to take 
advantage of these many activities. 
 We still have approximately 65 families 
that have not renewed their membership.  
February is the last month for renewal in 
order to make it in the new FWCOS Direc-
tory for 2010. 
 You can email and check with me if you 
want and I’ll let you know at 
djones9@tampabay.rr.com. 
Sincerely,   
Diane Jones,  
Membership Chairman 
 

Diane Jones 

 


