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Brenda Miller—Editor, Content & Advertising:
14444 Neptune Rd, Seminole, FL 33776
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Content must be received by one week past the monthly
meeting for inclusion in the following months newsletter.
Ads must be in high resolution (at print size) Picture
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Diane Jones - Membership, Mailing Address or
Email address change to: djones9@tampabay.rr.com

Operating Procedures for Membership
Membership: The term of membership shall be for the cal-

endar year. Annual dues for the first annual member in a
household shall be $18.00, each additional annual mem-
ber in a household and not receiving a newsletter shall be
$12.00. Lifetime membership is $180.00.



From Our President

Greetings to all,

The New Year, a time of
anticipation, new begin-
nings and resolutions. 1 am
looking forward to what |
hope will be an exciting
New Year for FWCOS. | am
honored to serve as your
President for the next two years and | am very
excited about the upcoming activities being
planned for our club. We have many exciting
programs planned, including two bus tours,
members’ plant sales (at meetings and outside
of meetings) our upcoming orchid auctions on
April 17" our annual show and sale October
1,2 and 3, and our Christmas Party at the end
of the year. We are planning a slate full of in-
teresting speakers.

-

Cheryl Finke

I will also be coordinating the member’s vol-
unteer hours at the gardens. | will contact
Andy Wilson to plan the next work day for
January 9" or 16™. We have a great running
start for this year. Remember orchids are or-
dered monthly for those hours worked the
month before. These hours help fulfill out
commitment to the gardens. They supply us
that great big room with the brand new AV
equipment. In return we donate 200 hours. It is
a fantastic deal for us.

Please remember to renew your dues with
Diane Jones at the next meeting so we can
have the membership guide ready by March.
Just a reminder, but a big reminder. If there is a
change to your telephone or email address
please notify Brenda Miller (brenfm@tampbay
Ir.com) or Diane Jones (djones9@tampabay
Ir.com) as soon as possible. Much time is
spent chasing down this information, espe-
cially bouncing emails.

And finally, a thank you Pam for two
years of expert leadership; your shoes
will be very hard to fill!

Cheryl

From Our
Membership Chairman

Hello all—

As we come to a close to 2009 your member-
ship dues are due. We have 75 members that
have not renewed their membership as of this
newsletter. If your dues are
not paid by the end of Febru-
ary you will not be in our
new Directory in March.
Our Board of Directors has .
decided that instead of rais-  Diane Jones
ing the cost of dues that we

drop the 10% discount that we have offered over
the previous years. Therefore, we cannot offer
any more discounts. They felt that this was a
better way instead of raising our dues. An ap-
plication for membership is on Page 17.

Wishing all of our members a Happy New Year.
Sincerely,
Diane Jones

Our Condolences

It is sad to mention once again the pass-
ing of Bud Spence who was owner of
Florida Native Orchids. Many of us
have purchased orchids from his Florida
Native Orchids business. He will be
missed in a big way for the orchids and
for who he was.




Our Featured Speaker

Francisco Miranda was born in Rio de
Janeiro on February 6, 1956. He has
been growing orchids since 1979, the
same year he got his degree in Biol-
ogy, and begun his taxonomic studies ¢
in the orchid family in 1981. During
this year, he lived from March to November in the city
of Manaus, state of Amazonas, in the middle of the
Amazon region. During 1982, back in Rio de Janeiro,
He began field trips to Minas Gerais and Espirito
Santo, mainly to try to find rupiculous Laelia species
in their natural habitats. Between 1993 and mid 1985,
Francisco went back to Manaus, where he began his
Master’s degree and also made extensive field trips to
Rondonia and the area of the future dam of Tucurui, in
the state of Para. From the hundreds of herbarium
specimens prepared, many new species were described
in subsequent years, mostly in Catasetum and Mor-
modes. Since mid-1985, Francisco finished his Mas-
ter’s degree and his thesis was “section Cattleyodes of
the genus Laelia” and continued to make frequent field
trips to the habitats of the Brazilian laelias. All these
years of orchid field research have resulted in many
new species described, as already said, several scien-
tific papers on reviewed magazines in Brazil, the U.S.
and Germany and two books, the first one published in
Japan, from which he wrote about one third of it in-
cluding orchids from the eastern coast of Brazil plus
central region and mountains of Minas Gerais and Ba-
hia states. The second one was finished this year of
1996 and the subject are the orchids of the Brazilian
Amazon region. These two books are not taxonomic
treatments, but instead illustrated guides on very inter-
esting Brazilian areas. In 1996, he was the Program
Chairman for the 15th WOC in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
Since 1988, the author has been going at least twice a
year to the United States and other countries with the
main purpose of giving lectures to Orchid Societies on
several different subjects on Brazilian orchids. From
1986 to 2000 he had an orchid nursery in Rio de Ja-
neiro, Orquidario Boa Vista, especializing in produc-
ing superior cultivars of Brazilian orchid species. Pres-
ently, he owns Boa Vista Orchids, a new Haines City,
Florida-based Nursery, where high-quality species in
the Cattleya
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alliance are being produced continuing
Orquidario Boa Vista's tradition. Since 2001,
he is a qualified Taxonomic Authority for the
American Orchid Society, specializing in the
determination of Brazilian orchids, mainly of
the Cattleya alliance.

<>

Pop Peps-up Cut Flowers

When you’re stocking up on soft drinks for the
holidays lay in an extra six pack for your flowers.

For recent research at Michigan State University
(MSU) has shown that use of Sprite or 7-up may
considerably prolong the vase life of cut flowers.
The MSU horticulturist found that the citric acid
and carbonation in these soft drinks control the de-
velopment of micro-organisms that can block water
conducting vessels of stems and reduce firmness
(roses were used for the tests). Sugar in the soft
drinks provided food and sustained life.

One of the main things that shortens the vase of
cut flowers is their need for food and water. A
freshly cut bunch of roses or carnations is made up
of 80 to 85% water. The flowers give off moisture
by the process of transpiration. If water loss ex-
ceeds water uptake for a short period of time, the
flowers wilt. Once you get the flowers to water
there is a greater uptake and the flowers will re-
cover. But what happens most of the time is the
bacterial growth in the water in the vase clogs the
flower stems and causes the blossoms to wilt.

The MSU researchers recommend mixing one
part water with each soft drink and adding one-half
teaspoon of chlorine bleach (the bleach cuts bacte-
rial growth) to each quart of solution.

Reprinted from... St Petersburg Times

(This was not written with orchids in mind but is
entirely applicable to them. Sugar water has long
been used as a bucku-uppo for desiccated plants
fresh from importation and should certainly act as
well for cut orchids - when we can bear to cut
them. Ed.

(From FWCOS Vol X1V, No 1 Jan 1973)



Meetings and Events

January

Til Jan 3 Holiday Lights Florida Botanical Gardens,
12520 Ulmerton Road, Largo www.flbg.org

Jan 9, AOS Judging:; 1:30 pm Orlando, Harry P Leu
Gardens, Palm Room, 1920 North Forest Avenue, Or-
lando. Contact Marv Ragan 904-213-4500.

Jan 9-10 9-5 Sarasota Orchid Society Show; Sarasota
Municipal Auditorium, 801 N Tamiami Trail [US 41];
Contact Monroe Kokin 941-286-7795

Jan 14, Florida West Coast Orchid Society; Francisco
Miranda on “Bra-zilian Orchids, Part Two”; Contact Bill
Nunez 727-392-6864

Jan 21 6:30 pm Tampa Bay Orchid Society, Speaker
Jim Clarkson on Paphs; Contact Dory Gallagher 813-
907-7025

Jan 26 10 am; Tampa Orchid Club, Speaker, Jim
Clarkson on “Pests and Diseases’; Contact Laurie Nissen
813-909-3394

Jan 26, 7:30 pm Ridge Orchid Society; Speaker Larry
Bussell of Bussell Orchids on “Cymbidium Culture’
Contact Dave Sumner 863-425-5203

Jan 27, 7:30 pm AOS Judging Tampa Garden Club;
Contact: Ken Roberts (813) 752-8719
http://www.aos.org/

30-31 - Tamiami Orchid Festival, Sunshine Pavilion,
Fair Expo Center, 10901 SW 24 St., Miami, Fl. Contact:
Martin Motes; martinmotes@gmail.com.

February

26-28 - Miami International Orchid Show, Doubletree
Hotel & Convention Center, 777 NW 72 Ave., Miami.
FL. Contact: Robert Fuchs, 28100 SW 182 Ave., Home-
stead, FL 33030; (305) 245-4570; info@rforchids.com

Japan Grand Prix
Tokyo Dome, Tokyo, Japan
February 12-21, 2010 ~ www.jgpweb.com

(website to offer English language soon)

The Black Jewel Orchid

The black jewel orchid (Ludisia discolor, also known as Haemaria discolor) is an orchid species native to Malaysia,
Indonesia and Burma. Jewel Orchids are terrestrial orchids, which mean they grow in soil and soil-like medium and grow
on the ground. In their natural environment, they can be found growing on the forest floor. They are known for their foliage,
which are velvety; deep maroon leaves with red veins that run parallel to the center.

Blooming Time: December to February (Winter-Early Spring). Flowers are
white with twisting yellow columns. Individual flowers are small but grow in clus-
ters on upright stalks. Flowers will open any time from December to February and

last a month or more.

Culture: Ludisia discolor tolerate intermediate to warm environments. They
need high humidity and warm temperatures. Because of these temperature prefer-
ences, they can be grown in terrariums or pots. Low to medium light is ideal, and
they tolerate extremely low light levels. Jewel orchids are terrestrial so grow them in
equal part's of soil, and peat moss. You may want to add perlite to this mixture to
assure drainage. Keep medium moist but ensure good ventilation in the area they are
growing. Jewel orchids are uniquely different and are a perfect plant to simply enjoy

their beautiful foliage.

Propagation: Ludisias can be propagated anytime of the year. Take cutting of growing shoots and make sure to cut it
below the node, so roots can grow from it. Put it in a container full of water and let it soak for one to two weeks until roots

starts to appear. Then, pot them directly in the potting medium.

From Wikipedia



Cutting It Off and Throwing It Out
By Carol Siegel

They say an orchid expert is someone who has killed more than a thousand orchids so you would think
we would be experts on when something is dead. However, when it comes to orchids, you can be
fooled. Plants that look dead sometimes are just resting, and flower spikes that look finished often
come back and produce flowers for months.

I get calls all the time from very upset people who say that all the leaves have fallen off their orchids.
They wonder what they have done wrong. Well, some orchids naturally lose their leaves. The bottom
old leaf of an orchid like a phalaenopsis often dies and turns yellow. It is not your fault when some
other pseudobulb sits there all naked for months on end. In October or November, the leaves of plants
like Lycaste begin to turn brown and fall off preparing for the dormancy of the plant. Catasetum and
some Calanthe, like Calanthe Rozel orchids, lose their leaves at a time when the dry season would
naturally occur. Reduce watering to a bare minimum and keep the plant on the cool side if possible.
One day a little green sprout will occur, and you can resume watering and fertilizing normally as the
green sprout seems to mature over night. Some like pleiones require a completely dry rest and shut
down for the winter.

Cycnoches species and hybrids, called the "Swan Orchids™ are deciduous, too. One of the most beauti-
ful is Cycnoches chlorochilon whose male flower really looks like a swan. It has several huge green to
yellow flowers up to six inches across with a white lip and a column forming the shape of a swan.
Don't be upset when the leaves fall off. In a few months, another swan will emerge.

Mormodes, related to Catasetum, loses its leaves as well. Although the growth looks just like a Catase-
tum, the flowers are highly unusual. The lips always twist and the flower spike is often slightly pendant
with fragrant flowers. Mormodes, Cycnoches and Catasetum all have heavily-perfumed flowers that
drive male euglossine bees wild. They collect the fragrant waxes with their little brushes on their front
feet, becoming drunk, staggering around, losing all muscular control - and pollinating the orchid. Den-
drobium loddigesii and the nobile-type Dendrobium as well as the D. anosmum group should be al-
lowed to get dry so the leaves fall off. Usually there is a bract around all or part of the pseudobulb that
will turn brown when it has stopped growing. The cane also makes a terminal leaf at the top to show
that it is complete. It then rests until a new shoot appears at the base of the most recent pseudobulb.
Until then, just give enough watering to prevent shriveling or flower production will be way down in
the spring. Relax and enjoy your rest, and don't water for a couple of months.

Galeandra is a small jewel which fools us twice. Like Catasetum and the others, it loses its leaves but
fools us again by blooming again on an old spike like an equitant Oncidium. You think the spike is
dead, just all played out, and then it will bloom again. DON'T CUT THAT SPIKE!! This small orchid
can be in bloom for long periods before ending its blooming cycle. The pseudobulbs are only an inch
wide with the inflorescence rising from the middle of its six to eight soft, matte green leaves. G. baueri
and G. batemanii are easy to grow and flower. As the plant matures, it blooms consecutively for longer
and longer periods, throwing clusters of five or six blooms. | had a Galeandra divas that had some
buds blast, and I despaired, but soon more buds were forming.

~6 ~



What are some of the orchids that will bloom again on an old spike? The Butterfly Orchid, Psychopsis
papilio, syn Oncidium papilio, thrusts forth one rigid elongated oval leaf, and a long wiry inflorescence
emerges from the base of the pseudobulbs. Good growers can have as many as ten or more spikes, each
of which can bloom every three to five weeks all year for many years until the old spikes die. Don't cut
that spike or you miss all that fun. The spike may look dead—»but it is not!

Encyclia cochleata, the Clamshell Orchid, can also bloom consecutively for several months on the
same spike. The sheath emerges from between two sword-shaped, skinny leaves on top of the oval
pseudobulb and can take several months before they flower. When mature, this orchid can bloom year-
round, emitting a sweet fragrance. The flower looks like a clam shell, usually with an almost-black,
purplish shell top and lime-green petals radiating from the base of the shell. Even if you repot this plant
when in bloom, it will continue to flower. This one loves to bloom.

There is a group of Masdevallias that re-bloom when you don't cut the spike off. The easiest to grow is
Masdevallia infracta, normally with a small purple and white flower with yellow tails. Its re-blooming
traits are transmitted to its hybrids, such as M. Pixie which can have ten or more flowers open three or
four times a year. Another beautiful Masdevallia that will send out a bud weeks after the first has fallen
is Masdevallia Red Wing, The flowers are intensely colored and rise high above the lovely foliage.

The perfect orchid to bloom for the home grower is Phalaenopsis, and several species also have this
same re-blooming orchid. Phalaenopsis amboinensis, P. lueddemanniana and P. celebensis are other
species that keep blooming after the first flowers have faded. Most of the phals sold by growers like
Norman's Orchids will re-bloom for months. In addition, cutting back a flower spike to a lower node
will almost always get you a second blooming on that spike. A single plant can be in bloom for as
much as nine months!! No wonder phals are the best-selling orchids in the world.

My personal favorite among all orchids is anything phragmipedium at all. There is a group of species
that do the sequential blooming trick, and the spikes last as much as six months. The spike continues to
elongate, producing flower after flower after flower. | had a Sorcerer's Apprentice where | finally had
to cut off the spike because it had elongated so much that it touched the ceiling!! Talk about value.
Some of the easy to cultivate species are P. longifolium, P. pearcei, P. sargenteanum, P. schlimii, al-
though the slightly more difficult P. besseae and P. boissierianum are just lovely. All their hybrids
keep their flowering habit, | especially like P. Eric Young and P. Dick Clemens and P. Grande and ....
Get it?

Another slipper orchid that sometimes sends out bud after bud is the genus Paphiopedilum. Paph
chamberlainianum, P. glaucophyllum, P. primulinum, P. victoria regina are just some of the sequen-
tially-flowering paphs. Many of the hybrids like P. Pinocchio (primulinum X glaucophyllum) will act in
the same way. There are many other orchids with spikes that rebloom and leaves that fall off. Just re-
member that when an orchid or its spike looks dead, it may be just the beginning.

Permission must be given by the author to reproduce this article.



An Enjoyable Evening - Our Holiday Dinner
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