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Meeting Information

March 11, 2010

7:00 pm Educational Class
Scott Hadley; There’s Something In The Air
7:30 pm Featured Speaker
Alex Maximiano on Orchid Wiz
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FWCOS Board of Directors 2010

President: Cheryl Finke
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1st VP: Bill Nunez
727-392-6864
biddison22@aol.com

2nd VP: Ruth Cannon
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2010-2012 Trustees:
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tkendall4@verizon.net

The Folks Who
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Jennifer Upchurch
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Brent Finke
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727-866-2435
us029817@mindspring.com

2008—2010 Trustees

Corinne Arnold
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Jack Majewski
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FWCOS Orchid News & Views

Brenda Miller—Editor, Content & Advertising:
14444 Neptune Rd, Seminole, FL 33776
brenfm@tampabay.rr.com; 727-595-9121

Content must be received by one week past the monthly
meeting for inclusion in the following months newsletter.
Ads must be in high resolution (at print size) Picture
format: .TIF, .GIF, .JPG or .PDF . Submit via email
or CD.

Diane Jones - Membership, Mailing Address or
Email address change to: djones9@tampabay.rr.com

Operating Procedures for Membership
Membership: The term of membership shall be for the cal-

endar year. Annual dues for the first annual member in a
household shall be $18.00, each additional annual mem-
ber in a household and not receiving a newsletter shall be
$12.00. Lifetime membership is $180.00.



From Our President

Hello Members,

Well | cannot believe we
are still dealing with cold
weather. Wow, this is a record &
for Florida. 1 think I am ready  cheryl Finke
for summer.

Our past board meeting voted to give two
grants for orchid studies. One to our long time
member, Paul Storm of Meke Aloha Orchids in
Sarasota, FL to study Schomburgkia and Myr-
mecophlia/Laelia in Mexico and the other to Eric
Christiansen, our resident taxonomist, to study
Maxillaria in Columbia. 1 really think Paul and
Eric were surprised.

The next upcoming event for our society is
our main fund raiser. Our annual Orchid Auc-
tion will be held April 17" at the Southwest
Recreation Center in Largo. (See ad in this is-
sue) The cost of the room rent was much more
palatable then last year. This is our main fund-
raiser that supports funds for our speaker sti-
pends, bus trips, subsidies, open green house,
food and orchid expenditures for volunteer
hours and the Christmas Party. | would like to
ask since March and April are coming up if you
have to repot and divide please save half for the
society. Please make sure the plants look good
and are free of any pests, diseases or scale. Your
donation is 100% profit for the society. Don’t
forget to get with Ruth Cannon regarding your
donations or volunteer schedule for set up on
Friday and the Auction all day Saturday. We
will have sandwiches available for lunch.

Update on Volunteer hours. We are down
to about fifty-one hours remaining of our re-
quired 200. Hopefully a work day will be sched-
uled for March 6™, but it could the 13™. I am try-
ing for the 6™ as that would work out the best for
many schedules. Since it is still cool outside, it
would be really nice to get a great turn out of
members on that Saturday to get this com-
pleted. There will be more to come once 1 solid-
ify a date with Andy Wilson. Remember we or-
der a quality orchid for each person that works.

If you would volunteer to be on an orchid dis-
play committee please let me know. | am going
to bring it up a the March meeting. We have
been asked by a few Societies to place displays
in their show. Apparently it has been 11 years
since FWCOS has entered an orchid display in a
show. | would like to see the Society get back
into orchid displays at events as we have money
in the budget. More will be detailed at the
March meeting.

The March meeting will have a
‘Members Plant Sale” and there will be no
raffle as the members will have plants to
sell. We try to arrange a members plant sale
when our Featured speaker does not sell
plants. That will be the case on March 11".

We look forward to seeing everyone
either at the next work day or next meeting.

Thanks for your support,
Cheryl Finke

From Our Membership
Chairman

Hello all—

FWCOS welcomes two
new members.  They are:
Kathryn Nafis from Land
O’Lakes and Lee Soule who is
new to Florida and has made
his home in St Petersburg. He
is also an AOS Judge. We are
privileged to have him in our society.

Diane Jones

I want to encourage those of you who
haven’t, to pay your 2010 dues. You are im-
portant to our orchid society.

Sincerely,
Diane Jones
Membership Chairman



Our Featured Speaker

Alex Maximiano is originally
from Portugal, and completed high
school and college in Colorado, after
which he became a computer pro-
grammer. In 1992 he received an
MBA from the Thunderbird Graduate
School of International Management
in Glendale, Arizona, and embarked
on a successful career selling enter-
prise database and business intelli-
gence systems.  His information-
technology career spans 20 years and
includes managerial positions at several software
companies, including Oracle and Informix.

Alex’s involvement with orchids started in
2002, when he was looking for an orchid present for
his mother-in-law on eBay and became fascinated
with orchid breeding. Soon after, he started to design
a new software program to research orchids, which
eventually became OrchidWiz Encyclopedia. The
first version of the software was released in Novem-
ber 2005 and became an instant success. To date,
Alex has sold copies to orchid aficionados in every
US state and 45 countries worldwide.

Alex is a certified AOS judge with the West
Palm Beach Judging Center. He and his wife
Marianna have two sons, six-year-old Nicolas and
three-year-old Nathaniel. They live in Miami Shores,
Florida.

What is OrchidWiz Encyclopedia and Journal?

OrchidWiz is an easy-to-use software applica-
tion for orchid research, discovery and to help grow-
ers keep track of their orchids. The program

contains extensive information on
approximately 138,000 hybrids and
29,000 species. It was designed with
three primary goals in mind: (1)
Ease-of-use; (2) Accuracy; and (3)
Completeness.

OrchidWiz users do not need
to know how a database works. The
program is so intuitive that anyone
who knows how to use a computer
mouse can benefit from it. Currently
there are thousands of OrchidWiz aficionados in
six continents and 45 countries. Many world-
class institutions use OrchidWiz for their basic
research needs, including Selby Gardens, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife, the U.S. Botanic Garden, the
Smithsonian Greenhouse and the Singapore Bo-
tanic Gardens. More than 200 orchid nurseries
and 330 American Orchid Society judges have
licensed OrchidWiz, another testimony to its
breadth and accuracy.

OrchidWiz relies on public sources of data
such as hybrid registrations and award listings.
In addition, over 100 volunteers contribute to
OrchidWiz by providing photos and various
types of information on orchids such as published
photo references; pronunciation tips; etc. To
date, volunteers have contributed about 45,000
digital photos.

Founded a little over two years ago, Or-
chidWiz is already in its 6™ version. A new ver-
sion comes out every year and volunteers have a
big say over what features go in. The program

Our Condolences

It is with sad news that we announce the passing of one of our
long time members, Anne Gazdziak on

February 4, 2010.
We will miss her.




Meetings and Events

March

Mar 5-7 - Martin County Orchid Society
Show, Martin County Fairgrounds, 2616 SE
Dixie Hwy., Stuart, FL. Contact: Ben Nees
(772) 287-9447; twobnees@aol.com.

Mar 11 pm; Florida West Coast Orchid So-
ciety; Pinellas County Extension Center,
12520 Ulmerton Rd, Largo; Alex Maximiano
will speak on Orchid Wiz; Contact Bill Nunez
727-392-6864

Mar 11-14 - Orchid Society of Coral Gables
Show, Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden,
10901 Old Cutler Rd., Coral Gables, FL. Con-
tact: Claire Sidran, 7971 SW 122 St., Miami,
FL 33156; (305) 238-8762; cbsid-
ran@bellsouth.net.

Mar 12-14 - Port St. Lucie Orchid Society
Show, Port St. Lucie Community Center, 2195
SE Airso Blvd., Port St. Lucie, FL. Contact:
Hellen Wagner, 6926 NW Daffodil LN., Port
St. Lucie, FL 34983; (772) 879-0401; heller-
wagner@aol.com.

Mar 13, AOS Judging:; 1:30 pm Orlando,
Harry P Leu Gardens, Palm Room, 1920 N
Forest Avenue, Orlando. Contact Glen Brown
352-735-2898.

Mar 13, TOC 4TH Annual Auction; View-
ing 10 a m and Bidding at 10:30 a m. See ad
on Page 8

Mar 18, 6:30 pm Tampa Bay Orchid Soci-
ety, Contact Dory Gallagher 813-907-7025

Mar 19-20 - Englewood Area Orchid Society
Show, United Methodist Church, 700 E. Dear-
born St., Englewood, FL. Contact: Pam Bom-
bardieri,

522 Boundary Blvd, Rotonda West, FL
33947; (941) 828-0153; pbombardi-
eri@comcast.net.

Mar 20, 21 Flamingo Gardens 14th An-
nual Spring Garden Event. 3750 L Fla-
mingo Rd, Davie, FL Call Elizabeth
Kostecki, Director of Special Events & Vol-
unteer Services; 954-4733-2955 x134 or
954-473-1738..

Mar 19-21 - Naples Orchid Society Show,
United Church of Christ, 5200 Crayton Rd.,
Naples, FL. Contact: Frank Ginocchio, 310
Hawer Ln., Naples, FL., 34102; (239) 403-
7155; f.ginocchio@comcast.net.

Mar 23, 10 am; Tampa Orchid Club, Field
Trip for members only. Thonotossa, FL.

Mar 24, 7:30 pm AOS Judging Tampa Gar-
den Center; Contact: Patty Cartwright 813-
349-0097 www.aos.org/

Mar 27-28 Central Florida Orchid Society
Show, Central Florida Fairgrounds, 4603 W
Colonial Dr., Orlando. Florida. Contact:
Jerry Steele, 407-880-5150;
jsteele1243@cfl.rr.com

April, 2010

2-4 - Tampa Bay Orchid Society Show,
Egypt Shrine Center, 4050 Dana Shores Dr.,
Tampa, FL. Contact: Patricia Cartwright,
6108 Grape Fern Ct., Temple Terrance, FL
33617; (813) 989-9357;
pjcartwright@earthlink.net.

April 3, 4 - Flamingo Gardens Orchid/
Bromeliad Show & Sale with Meet the
Bunny [with treats for the children]; Easter
Weekend. 3750 L Flamingo Rd, Davie, FL
Call Elizabeth Kostecki, Director of Special
Events & Volunteer Services; 954-4733-
2955 x134 or 954-473-1738..
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The Zen of the Orchid Club
By Carol Siegel

If you feed the members, they will come.

The closer to an orchid show, the faster the flower will fade.

The longer you grow orchids, the less you know.

No matter how orchids are grown, the next speaker will say it is wrong.
The more raffle tickets you buy, the less you win.

Scale always grows on the side of the orchid you don’t look at.

Cinco de Mayo celebrations always occur on a meeting day.

Bud blast is living proof orchids have a sense of humor.

You can kill mealy bugs, but you cannot get rid of them.

. Greenhouses are never big enough.

. The more orchids you buy, the more you need.

. No matter how big your club grows, ten people will always do most of the work.
. Filling pot with orchid gives more joy than smoking it.

. Electricity always goes out on the hottest day of summer.

. Small change in culture makes big change in flowers.

. No matter where you sit at a meeting, the speaker will have his back to you.

. An orchid expert is someone who has killed more than a thousand orchids.

. The one doing the vacuuming is the president.

. The greater the orchid passion, the flatter the wallet.

. The student worries about the flowers. The master worries about the roots.

. Top flower an orchid is to have the human approach the divine.

. No matter how crowded the growing space, there is always room for one more.
. Shade cloth is always put up one day after the sunniest day of the year.

. 'You can never be too thin, too rich, or have too many orchids.

. If it looks good, they just bought it.

Permission is required by the author to reproduce this article.






