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From Our President

Hello Members,

Well | cannot believe we
are still dealing with cold
weather. Wow, this is a record &
for Florida. 1 think I am ready  cheryl Finke
for summer.

Our past board meeting voted to give two
grants for orchid studies. One to our long time
member, Paul Storm of Meke Aloha Orchids in
Sarasota, FL to study Schomburgkia and Myr-
mecophlia/Laelia in Mexico and the other to Eric
Christiansen, our resident taxonomist, to study
Maxillaria in Columbia. 1 really think Paul and
Eric were surprised.

The next upcoming event for our society is
our main fund raiser. Our annual Orchid Auc-
tion will be held April 17" at the Southwest
Recreation Center in Largo. (See ad in this is-
sue) The cost of the room rent was much more
palatable then last year. This is our main fund-
raiser that supports funds for our speaker sti-
pends, bus trips, subsidies, open green house,
food and orchid expenditures for volunteer
hours and the Christmas Party. | would like to
ask since March and April are coming up if you
have to repot and divide please save half for the
society. Please make sure the plants look good
and are free of any pests, diseases or scale. Your
donation is 100% profit for the society. Don’t
forget to get with Ruth Cannon regarding your
donations or volunteer schedule for set up on
Friday and the Auction all day Saturday. We
will have sandwiches available for lunch.

Update on Volunteer hours. We are down
to about fifty-one hours remaining of our re-
quired 200. Hopefully a work day will be sched-
uled for March 6™, but it could the 13™. I am try-
ing for the 6™ as that would work out the best for
many schedules. Since it is still cool outside, it
would be really nice to get a great turn out of
members on that Saturday to get this com-
pleted. There will be more to come once 1 solid-
ify a date with Andy Wilson. Remember we or-
der a quality orchid for each person that works.

If you would volunteer to be on an orchid dis-
play committee please let me know. | am going
to bring it up a the March meeting. We have
been asked by a few Societies to place displays
in their show. Apparently it has been 11 years
since FWCOS has entered an orchid display in a
show. | would like to see the Society get back
into orchid displays at events as we have money
in the budget. More will be detailed at the
March meeting.

The March meeting will have a
‘Members Plant Sale” and there will be no
raffle as the members will have plants to
sell. We try to arrange a members plant sale
when our Featured speaker does not sell
plants. That will be the case on March 11".

We look forward to seeing everyone
either at the next work day or next meeting.

Thanks for your support,
Cheryl Finke

From Our Membership
Chairman

Hello all—

FWCOS welcomes two
new members.  They are:
Kathryn Nafis from Land
O’Lakes and Lee Soule who is
new to Florida and has made
his home in St Petersburg. He
is also an AOS Judge. We are
privileged to have him in our society.

Diane Jones

I want to encourage those of you who
haven’t, to pay your 2010 dues. You are im-
portant to our orchid society.

Sincerely,
Diane Jones
Membership Chairman



Our Featured Speaker

Alex Maximiano is originally
from Portugal, and completed high
school and college in Colorado, after
which he became a computer pro-
grammer. In 1992 he received an
MBA from the Thunderbird Graduate
School of International Management
in Glendale, Arizona, and embarked
on a successful career selling enter-
prise database and business intelli-
gence systems.  His information-
technology career spans 20 years and
includes managerial positions at several software
companies, including Oracle and Informix.

Alex’s involvement with orchids started in
2002, when he was looking for an orchid present for
his mother-in-law on eBay and became fascinated
with orchid breeding. Soon after, he started to design
a new software program to research orchids, which
eventually became OrchidWiz Encyclopedia. The
first version of the software was released in Novem-
ber 2005 and became an instant success. To date,
Alex has sold copies to orchid aficionados in every
US state and 45 countries worldwide.

Alex is a certified AOS judge with the West
Palm Beach Judging Center. He and his wife
Marianna have two sons, six-year-old Nicolas and
three-year-old Nathaniel. They live in Miami Shores,
Florida.

What is OrchidWiz Encyclopedia and Journal?

OrchidWiz is an easy-to-use software applica-
tion for orchid research, discovery and to help grow-
ers keep track of their orchids. The program

contains extensive information on
approximately 138,000 hybrids and
29,000 species. It was designed with
three primary goals in mind: (1)
Ease-of-use; (2) Accuracy; and (3)
Completeness.

OrchidWiz users do not need
to know how a database works. The
program is so intuitive that anyone
who knows how to use a computer
mouse can benefit from it. Currently
there are thousands of OrchidWiz aficionados in
six continents and 45 countries. Many world-
class institutions use OrchidWiz for their basic
research needs, including Selby Gardens, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife, the U.S. Botanic Garden, the
Smithsonian Greenhouse and the Singapore Bo-
tanic Gardens. More than 200 orchid nurseries
and 330 American Orchid Society judges have
licensed OrchidWiz, another testimony to its
breadth and accuracy.

OrchidWiz relies on public sources of data
such as hybrid registrations and award listings.
In addition, over 100 volunteers contribute to
OrchidWiz by providing photos and various
types of information on orchids such as published
photo references; pronunciation tips; etc. To
date, volunteers have contributed about 45,000
digital photos.

Founded a little over two years ago, Or-
chidWiz is already in its 6™ version. A new ver-
sion comes out every year and volunteers have a
big say over what features go in. The program

Our Condolences

It is with sad news that we announce the passing of one of our
long time members, Anne Gazdziak on

February 4, 2010.
We will miss her.




Meetings and Events

March

Mar 5-7 - Martin County Orchid Society
Show, Martin County Fairgrounds, 2616 SE
Dixie Hwy., Stuart, FL. Contact: Ben Nees
(772) 287-9447; twobnees@aol.com.

Mar 11 pm; Florida West Coast Orchid So-
ciety; Pinellas County Extension Center,
12520 Ulmerton Rd, Largo; Alex Maximiano
will speak on Orchid Wiz; Contact Bill Nunez
727-392-6864

Mar 11-14 - Orchid Society of Coral Gables
Show, Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden,
10901 Old Cutler Rd., Coral Gables, FL. Con-
tact: Claire Sidran, 7971 SW 122 St., Miami,
FL 33156; (305) 238-8762; cbsid-
ran@bellsouth.net.

Mar 12-14 - Port St. Lucie Orchid Society
Show, Port St. Lucie Community Center, 2195
SE Airso Blvd., Port St. Lucie, FL. Contact:
Hellen Wagner, 6926 NW Daffodil LN., Port
St. Lucie, FL 34983; (772) 879-0401; heller-
wagner@aol.com.

Mar 13, AOS Judging:; 1:30 pm Orlando,
Harry P Leu Gardens, Palm Room, 1920 N
Forest Avenue, Orlando. Contact Glen Brown
352-735-2898.

Mar 13, TOC 4TH Annual Auction; View-
ing 10 a m and Bidding at 10:30 a m. See ad
on Page 8

Mar 18, 6:30 pm Tampa Bay Orchid Soci-
ety, Contact Dory Gallagher 813-907-7025

Mar 19-20 - Englewood Area Orchid Society
Show, United Methodist Church, 700 E. Dear-
born St., Englewood, FL. Contact: Pam Bom-
bardieri,

522 Boundary Blvd, Rotonda West, FL
33947; (941) 828-0153; pbombardi-
eri@comcast.net.

Mar 20, 21 Flamingo Gardens 14th An-
nual Spring Garden Event. 3750 L Fla-
mingo Rd, Davie, FL Call Elizabeth
Kostecki, Director of Special Events & Vol-
unteer Services; 954-4733-2955 x134 or
954-473-1738..

Mar 19-21 - Naples Orchid Society Show,
United Church of Christ, 5200 Crayton Rd.,
Naples, FL. Contact: Frank Ginocchio, 310
Hawer Ln., Naples, FL., 34102; (239) 403-
7155; f.ginocchio@comcast.net.

Mar 23, 10 am; Tampa Orchid Club, Field
Trip for members only. Thonotossa, FL.

Mar 24, 7:30 pm AOS Judging Tampa Gar-
den Center; Contact: Patty Cartwright 813-
349-0097 www.aos.org/

Mar 27-28 Central Florida Orchid Society
Show, Central Florida Fairgrounds, 4603 W
Colonial Dr., Orlando. Florida. Contact:
Jerry Steele, 407-880-5150;
jsteele1243@cfl.rr.com

April, 2010

2-4 - Tampa Bay Orchid Society Show,
Egypt Shrine Center, 4050 Dana Shores Dr.,
Tampa, FL. Contact: Patricia Cartwright,
6108 Grape Fern Ct., Temple Terrance, FL
33617; (813) 989-9357;
pjcartwright@earthlink.net.

April 3, 4 - Flamingo Gardens Orchid/
Bromeliad Show & Sale with Meet the
Bunny [with treats for the children]; Easter
Weekend. 3750 L Flamingo Rd, Davie, FL
Call Elizabeth Kostecki, Director of Special
Events & Volunteer Services; 954-4733-
2955 x134 or 954-473-1738..
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The Zen of the Orchid Club
By Carol Siegel

If you feed the members, they will come.

The closer to an orchid show, the faster the flower will fade.

The longer you grow orchids, the less you know.

No matter how orchids are grown, the next speaker will say it is wrong.
The more raffle tickets you buy, the less you win.

Scale always grows on the side of the orchid you don’t look at.

Cinco de Mayo celebrations always occur on a meeting day.

Bud blast is living proof orchids have a sense of humor.

You can kill mealy bugs, but you cannot get rid of them.

. Greenhouses are never big enough.

. The more orchids you buy, the more you need.

. No matter how big your club grows, ten people will always do most of the work.
. Filling pot with orchid gives more joy than smoking it.

. Electricity always goes out on the hottest day of summer.

. Small change in culture makes big change in flowers.

. No matter where you sit at a meeting, the speaker will have his back to you.

. An orchid expert is someone who has killed more than a thousand orchids.

. The one doing the vacuuming is the president.

. The greater the orchid passion, the flatter the wallet.

. The student worries about the flowers. The master worries about the roots.

. Top flower an orchid is to have the human approach the divine.

. No matter how crowded the growing space, there is always room for one more.
. Shade cloth is always put up one day after the sunniest day of the year.

. 'You can never be too thin, too rich, or have too many orchids.

. If it looks good, they just bought it.

Permission is required by the author to reproduce this article.



FLORIDA WEST COAST
ORCHID SOCIETY

ANNUAL

ORCHID AUCTION
SATURDAY APRIL 17, 2010

PREVIEW 9 AM
AUCTION 10 AMTIL 4 PM

SOUTHWEST RECREATION COMPLEX
13120 Vonn Road, Largo, FL

FREE ADMISSION /7 PARKING

Call Ruth Cannon 727-550-7793
or
Visit http://www.fwcos.org
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Fender’s Flora &
Venice Orchids

Annual Spring
Open House &
Sale

Friday & Satur-
day, April 2 and 3,
2010

9a.m.—3 p.m.

$5.00 COUPON

Bring this coupon to receive $5.00 off
any purchase of $25 or more from
Fender’s Flora
Valid April 2 and 3, 2010

Fender’s Flora & Venice Orchids
254 Keystone Rd., Venice, FL 34292
Home office: 941-412-1355
Cells: 323-1587(Susan), 323-1593 (Bill)

Additional Discounts at Fender’s Flora, Inc.
Spend $50+ and receive a 10% discount
Spent $100+ and receive a 20% discount

Tampa Orchid Club’s
4th Annual Auction
Saturday, March 13, 2010
At USF Botanical Gardens

(corner of Pine and Alumni)

At 9 a.m., a workshop on ‘Orchid Basics”
taught by Jim Clarkson, TOC member and
USFBG Orchid Curator.

TOC member Bill Thoms will once again be our
always entertaining auctioneer.

Come and bid on the 250 orchids and re-
lated items. Preview the Auction items at 10
a.m. and bidding will be 10:30 a.m. til 4 p.m.,
or when nothing is left.

Refreshments, orchid supplies and books
will be available for purchase. Cost for the
workshop will be $5 for USFBG members and
$7 for non-members. The auction is free and all
registrants will have a chance to win an orchid
gift basket.

Don’t miss what promises to be a fun day.
Remember, this event benefits both Tampa Or-
chid Club and USF Botanical Gardens. Come
out to the gardens and show your support for
your club. You just might go home with a
bargain!

Classified Ads

For Sale: Dyna Gro Fertilizer
Orchid Potting Mix
Franz Patzwald 727-536-2508

To place an ad,

Contact Your Newsletter Editor



Ryan Says...

"How much LIGHT does your orchid
need?" Let me start by saying that the
bottom line is this: Orchids need light
to thrive!

"How do you know if you're giving
your orchids enough light??" For many, when we bring a
new orchid home, we tend to choose a spot where we can
admire its blooms (and show it off to our guests,

right?). Finding a spot with adequate natural light should
be one of your primary considerations.

I'll go over few tips on how to avoid this confusion for
good, and how you can make the question of "how much
light?" easy as 1-2-3... But first, there are two reasons why
the topic of light tends to be a bit confusing:

REASON #1: VAGUE TERMINOLOGY

When you read about how much light ANY houseplant
needs, typically you'll see books use terms like "bright
light" or "partial shade”... And this is where the confusion
starts. What does "partial shade” mean to YOU? Think
about it for a minute. How many hours of shade every
day? Morning or afternoon light? Southern or Eastern ex-
posure? Because | bet if | asked that same question of 20
people, we'd get 20 different answers. (and probably a cou-
ple blank stares...)

But hey it's not your fault! Because part of the problem is
that sources that stick to these terms without further expla-
nation can be confusing... (after all, how are you supposed
to know how bright is bright"??) ...And terms like "partial
shade" can be interpreted to mean any one of a hundred
things.

If only you had a *simple scale* that was completely sim-
ple... and which you and I could use to speak the same
"language of light"... (keep reading, because you soon
will...) But that leads us to our second challenge when it
comes to light, and that is...

REASON #2: LIGHT IS DIFFICULT TO MEASURE
OBJECTIVELY!

Light is not like water, for example, which we can easily
measure in objective terms - like say cups or millili-
ters. Or temperature, which we can measure in

degrees Fahrenheit, or Celsius. And that's why we
resort to using descriptive terminology when it
comes to light.

With water, all we need is a simple measuring cup. And
if 1 say "2 cups" then you know EXACTLY what I'm
talking about (unless you're using the metric system, but
that's another issue) :-)

However, when it comes to light, unless you own a de-
vice known as a "photometer” (which I'm going to ven-
ture and say you don't) then it's difficult to measure light
intensity with the same precision that we can measure
water or temperature.

AND THIS IS WHERE OUR FEW HANDY TIPS
COME IN...

It's true that light intensity can be difficult to measure
without expensive scientific equipment... HOWEVER |
actually have several "home-made™ ways you can meas-
ure light intensity yourself - using simple household
items that you've probably got lying around the house
right now. (and I cover all of these techniques in detail in
my book.) But for the purposes of our newsletter today -
I'll be covering a super simple method - what | call the
"quick and dirty" way to measure light.

(It's not quite as accurate as the other techniques taught in
our book, but it'll get you 70% of the way there.)

For our purposes, orchids typically fall into 3 broad cate-
gories for light: Low, Medium, and Bright light.

Low light orchid examples include most Phalaeonopsis
(Moth) orchids and some Paphiopedilum (Slipper) or-
chids.

Medium light examples include most Cattleya varieties
and some Cymbidiums.

Bright light orchids include Vandas and most Dendrobi-
ums.

If growing instructions were not included with your plant,
you should consult an orchid light chart (such as the one
we include in our book) to determine where your particu-
lar variety falls in the light spectrum.

Now, you're probably saying, "But wait, Ryan! You just



said that terms like these are what cause all the con-
fusion!" Well, this is where our home-made light
measuring techniques come in!

This way, we can have the same "simple scale" to
measure light. And therefore, from now own, we'll
be talking the same language.

To measure the light intensity of your particular envi-
ronment using my "quick and dirty" method, the only
tool you need is your hand! Here's what you need to
do: Hold your hand 1 foot (30 cm) above your or-
chid's leaves, or the surface where your orchid will
sit. Now take note of the shadow that's produced by
your hand.

"Low" light shadow test: *No shadow* will be visi-
ble when you hold your hand one foot above the or-
chid's leaves or surface where the orchid will sit

"Medium" light shadow test: A *light gray shadow
will be slightly visible* when you hold your hand
one foot above the orchid's leaves or surface.

"Bright" light shadow test: A *dark gray shadow will
be clearly visible* when you hold your hand one foot
above the orchid's leaves or surface.

Now, you'll want to take a few "readings™ at different
times of the day - morning, mid-day, and late-
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afternoon - just to makes sure you get a complete
picture of your particular light conditions.

During the daytime hours, you want your orchid to be
in it's "optimal light conditions" - low, medium, or
bright - for as much of the day as possible.

And in practice, this means that if you have a "Low
Light" variety, it should be kept in low light condi-
tions as much of the day as possible, (and never in
bright light conditions for more than 30-60 minutes
per day, maximum).

Now, here are few final tips on light: Even for or-
chids that require "bright light", you should never
place your orchids directly under hot, direct sun.
This is because hot temperature levels (especially in
the summer, or for extended periods) can potentially
kill your plant.

And finally, remember that there is typically a sig-
nificant reduction in light from the summer to
winter seasons. So, you'll want to accommodate for
this seasonal reduction in natural light by finding a
brighter location in your home, or supplementing
with artificial light during the darker winter months.

"Reprinted with permission from the author,
Ryan Levesque. His book can be purchased at
www.OrchidsMadeEasy.com.”
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TOMRITTER ORCHIDS
5425 Randolph Avermie Orlando, FL . 3280%
Phore (40712558809

Fax (407) 812-9385
Email: Ritritteri@aol.com
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Paph Alfadir Normandy x Spotglen Displayed by Jim and Emily Clarkson

~11 ~



Delicate Affair
By Rene Ebersole

Wildlife biologist Larry Richardson will do almost anything to save South Florida’s rare orchids; he will even
court a flower

IN THE SHADOWS of pond apple and pop ash trees, a canoe slips quietly through tannin-tinged waters, past
the stumps of 600-year-old cypresses, across an alligator’s bubble trail and into a cove scented with rotting
fish. There, Larry Richardson pulls his paddle out of the water and points at a low-hanging branch adorned
with a wad of roots and spiky leaves—the signature of the rare cigar orchid.

“l put that one there when it was just a baby,” says Richardson above the sound of a pileated woodpecker
drumming on a dead cypress. When it blooms in the coming weeks, this plant will unfurl ruffled petals in a
rich palette of gold and crimson polka-dotted patterns in preparation for a visit from a pollinator that no longer
exists here.

In the absence of the orchid’s pollinator, in a swamp denuded by logging decades ago and increasingly threat-
ened by modern-day development and plant poachers, Richardson, a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service biologist,
is trying to help orchids hang on in South Florida. At the same time, he also must keep tabs on other imperiled
species that share the orchids’ habitat, especially the critically endangered Florida panther.

Richardson’s orchid work is largely a covert operation to prevent poachers from discovering the locations of
the state’s stash of rare plants. Yet the refuge where most of his efforts are concentrated is surrounded by peo-
ple, and their impacts on the orchids are severe.

The 26,400-acre Florida Panther National Wildlife Refuge lies in the heart of Collier County, one of the fast-
est-growing regions in the nation. Tucked within this increasingly urbanized landscape, the reserve conceals
panthers, more than 100 bird species, unique hardwood forests, alligators and more than 40 species of orchids.
But a century of people meddling with the waters that crawl a southwesterly route across the state’s limestone
mantle has drastically altered the region’s hydrology and threatened its diverse flora and fauna.

Most U.S. states shelter wild orchids. But Florida’s subtropical climate and the ease with which orchid seeds
can be transported from the tropics by hurricanes makes this state especially rich in these unusual plants. Shel-
tered within Florida’s borders are 118 species, roughly half of all the orchids known to exist in the United
States and Canada.

Branches overhanging the deepest, darkest sloughs are bejeweled with rare epiphytes (species that grow on
trees rather than in soil), including the cigar orchid and the celebrated ghost orchid, made famous by Susan
Orlean’s best-selling book The Orchid Thief and the Nicholas Cage movie Adaptation. These plants demand
water-filled swamps, which store the sun’s warmth during the day and release it after dusk, to survive the cold
winter months.

If lower water levels created by development induce droughts that coincide with cold temperatures, it could
spell the end of such species. “Some of these orchids can grow 50, 60, even 100 years,” says Richardson.
“Then one night you get two hours of freezing temperatures and they turn to mush.”

As he shows a visitor around the panther refuge—first by canoe, then on a chunky-tired vehicle called a
“swamp buggy” and lastly on soggy feet—Richardson points out the identifying characteristics of a handful of
endemic epiphytes: the distinctive, alternating leaves of the night-fragrant epidendrum (Epidendrum noctur-
num), the spidery veins of the leafless, froglike ghost (Dendrophylax lindenii) and the diminutive, lime green

~12 ~



pom-pom flowers of the dingy-flowered star (Epidendrum amphistomum). Then he zeroes in again on the
one he’s currently trying to save. Wading through cool, thigh-high water coated with duckweed, Richardson
approaches a cigar orchid (Cyrtopodium punctatum) budding atop a 5-foot-high cypress stump. A water
moccasin skirts the edge of the tree, then zigzags away, taking cover in some high grasses. Being mindful of
the snake, Richardson fingers the plant’s long, slender leaves. “This orchid does not belong here,” he says,
touching a young bud. “Historically, it would have grown much higher up.” Shielding his eyes from the sun,
he motions toward the bald cypress trees overhead.

More than a century ago an unknown quantity of cigar orchids was hauled out of this swamp on the trunks of
cypress trees headed for the nation’s lumberyards. Coveted for their long, straight, knot-free and rot-resistant
boards, those trees supplied the materials to build Navy battleships for World War Il. Later, the tall, wooden
sentinels were fashioned into all sorts of post-war commodities, from pickle barrels and stadium seats to roof
shingles, coffins and Coke bottle crates. The few remaining old cypress trees left standing in the refuge were
probably deemed too hollow or too crooked, undesirable for logging. Today, surviving cigar orchids exist
almost entirely on cut stumps.

Until recently, the cigar orchid’s future in this region looked bleak without its pollinator. No one knows
what happened to the insect, which is believed to be a bee, but some suspect it may have been wiped out by
pesticides used on nearby agricultural fields dotted with tomato and pepper plants. With cigar orchids failing
to reproduce year after year and the dead cypress stumps becoming increasingly rotted, Richardson decided
to take matters into his own hands; by performing the duties of that missing pollinator.

“Here’s this male bee,” says the tall, blonde-gray biologist, waggling his index finger toward an orchid bud
that will soon feature a bumblebee-like yellow bloom. *“He thinks he can mate with this ‘bee.” Only it’s not a
female; he’s been ripped off.” As the bee backs out of the flower, he unknowingly picks up a waxy cluster of
pollen, or a pollinia, like a Post-it Note on the back of his head. “The pollen has enough stickum for the bee
to carry it to the next orchid, where he gets duped again,” says Richardson, “leaving the pollinia attached to
the stigma, pollinating the plant.”

Richardson then trudges east down a well-worn alligator trail to find another cigar orchid. This one is in full
bloom. The mass of yellow and ruby-colored flowers glow in the sunlight like a lavishly wrapped present
against the drab brown and green of the swamp and the surrounding forest. Arching his neck to see into a
flower, he plucks a pinhead-sized pollinia from a bloom with a pair of small forceps. He plans to implant the
waxy cluster of pollen on a stigma of another flower about a mile away.

“After | pollinate the flower,” he says, “it shrivels and the stem swells. Over time—roughly a year—the
swell becomes a seedpod.” When the pod bursts open, it disseminates a million seeds that drift in the breeze.
The problem is that seed caches dispersed from a 5-foot-high stump—rather than from 30 feet up in the can-
opy—can’t travel far. Richardson offers some assistance there, too, by shimmying up sturdy, young cy-
presses and fastening seedpods to the bark with thumbtacks. “A seed has to land where it will find the right
habitat and take hold,” he says. “When they float from these historic heights, they increase their odds. They
could go from here to Cuba.”

A seed with any chance of sprouting must land in a crevice on a tree trunk that’s not too wet, not too dry, not
too bright and not too shady, and then become infected by precisely the right species of fungus. “There are
hundreds of types of fungi,” says Richardson. Some will digest the orchid seed, killing its chances of becom-
ing a plant. One will nutrify it, helping the seed develop further.

In the hopes of eventually achieving a full-scale orchid restoration in the heart of the Big Cypress Basin,
where the refuge is located, Richardson and Scott Stewart, a colleague at the University of Florida, are trying
to cultivate native orchids in a laboratory on the panther refuge. Once the method for reproducing and rees-
tablishing cigar orchids is perfected, they plan to tackle the cultivation of other imperiled native species.
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Saving the panther is a large part of Richardson’s job, but he tries to devote as much time to orchids as
possible. “What’s good for orchids is good for panthers,” he says—and everything else that lives in
South Florida’s shady swamps. Right now, several developments are afoot that could give a boost to
Richardson’s orchid offensive. The biggest is the $8 billion Everglades restoration project, an attempt to
re-establish more natural water flows to South Florida. If this epic project succeeds, it will buy Richard-
son and Stewart some valuable time to perfect their cultivation techniques.

But another major threat still lingers: poaching. Plant pilferers come in all shapes and sizes: tourists on a
guided afternoon swamp walk; fanatical collectors driven by the hunt for something rare, something
valuable, something forbidden; even the occasional rogue member of a group that works to protect or-
chids.

Mike Owen, the biologist at the nearby Fakahatchee Strand State Preserve, was witness to one of the
biggest orchid heists in Florida history. He had only been working in the Fakahatchee—the orchid capi-
tal of the United States—for three months when on December 21, 1993, a local orchid collector named
John Laroche and three Seminole Indians were caught hauling garbage bags and pillow cases full of rare
plants out of the park. The Indians and Laroche—star of The Orchid Thief book—were arrested on the
spot and Owen was asked to document the 136 plants they had collected. Of the 92 wild orchids
poached, many were so new to Owen that Laroche had to tell him what they were. Included in the large
haul were several specimens of the highly prized ghost, and despite Owen’s best efforts to put the plants
back in the swamp, every one died.

Richardson shares Owen’s frustration about the incident. “That guy Laroche wanted to collect them all,”
he says. “But the demise of certain orchids is not going to be from such arrogance. It will be from apa-
thy.”

Steering his silvery blue truck into a Naples parking lot rimmed with what appears to be nothing more
than a trivial scrap of swampland, Richardson warns, “This location must remain top secret.” He dons a
pair of waders and a hefty backpack, then ambles across the cement, scales a chain-link fence and strides
down an overgrown path until he is wading in knee-deep mud. The song of an ice cream truck hums in
the distance. Children laugh and shriek in a nearby yard.

Seconds later, Richardson finds the first signs of a ghost—it’s spidery, chlorophyll-pumped veins run-
ning up a pond apple tree. On the same tree, he discovers five others. “There are more ghost orchids on
this one tree than on two or three acres in the refuge,” he whispers. “Anyone could come in here, cut a
limb and have a ghost.”

In fact, somebody already has. “See there,” Richardson says, pointing at a severed branch on a neighbor-
ing tree. “It’s been cut in two places. They took out a big chunk with a ghost orchid on it. Now that or-
chid is doomed to die because the dead wood will release chemicals that kill the plant.”

Still, Richardson finds many of the trees in this section of the swamp untouched. All told, he counts 17
ghosts in less than an acre. “It’s one of the largest concentrations of ghost orchids in the state,” he says.
“But there are no seedpods. So there’s no reproduction, no future. I’m going to pollinate the heck out of
them this year.”

Senior Editor Rene Ebersole got hip deep into her work while reporting this story, spending several days
wading through Florida swamps with orchid scientists.

Reprinted with permission from the February/March 2005 issue of "National Wildlife" magazine.
Copyright 2005 National Wildlife Federation
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FWCOS AWARDS TWO GRANTS
FOR STUDIES

Our Dr Roy Finley, on right, presents the
award to Eric Christiansen, on left, to
study the genus Maxillaria in Columbia.

Our president, Cheryl Finley, on left,
presents the award to FWCOS mem-
ber, Paul Storm, on right, for studies
involving the classification of Schom-
burgkia/Laelia and Mymecophilia in
Mexico.



Field Trip

Redlands International Festival
Homestead, Florida

FRIDAY, MAY 14, 2010

$45 For Bus Cost, Driver Tip, Water, Snacks,
Entrance Fee, & $5 Discount Coupon
Bus Leaves Super Walmart 8001 US 19 N, Pinellas Park
4:15 am SHARP

Behind Gas Station On East Side of Rte 19
between Park Blvd & Ulmerton.

North of Park Blvd about 6 blocks; South of Ulmerton.

Rest stop During Trip

Planned Arrival by 9 a m Festival Opening

No Money Refunded After April 19

Must have 25 people by April 20 for Bus to Go

Call Corinne Arnold 727-447-2898 or parnold3@tampabay.rr.com
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Share Your Brew

In 1959 Mr. J.P. Simmons of Indonesia reported, in the Malayan Orchid Review, giving di-
luted beer solution to vandas, renanthera and aerides seedlings both foliar and root feeding.
Subsequently, others have experimented and have reported some interesting advantages, as
reported in Home Garden In December, 1968.

Beer was found to act as a cleanser, algae remover and a growth stimulator. These were the
conclusions of Mr. Yap Chong Beng who applied a recipe of one quart of beer to ten gal-
lons of water to plants at five day Intervals.

Dr. Yeoh Bok Choon, editor of the above Review, reported good root growth, stem growth
and an increase in the rate of flowering.

An article by Jeffery Shigezawa reported on Mr. Joe Yasuda's repotting demonstration be-
fore the Honolulu Orchid Society involving Phalaenopsis plants grown in shallow clay pots.
He boasted thick robust leaves with a span of well over 15 inches and producing roots that
were fat and healthy.

The secret was an enzyme added to his regular foliar feedings. This enzyme was more potent
than the commonly known primary enzymes, and it was traced to beer applications. The dis-
appearance of the black-green algae was also noted. This plus the antibiotic factor may be
responsible for a gratifying drop in seedling mortality. Gone too were the soluble white en-
crustations of fertilizers and chemicals on pots that could burn sensitive root tips seeking
anchorage on the pots.

Beer is a fermentation product containing carbohydrates, proteins, vitamins and minerals all
beneficial to plant growth. Beer also contains the enzymes diastase, maltase, protease and
cymaes.

Over the last year my phalaenopsis have shown a surprising amount of vigorous growth and
root formation over previous years. The only change | have effected has been adding a small
amount of beer to the occasional watering. If you have tried this "sharing the brew", maybe
you could report on your findings. | have used Labatts Blue - a pilsener beer. Is there a bet-
ter brew for orchids? They haven't complained so far!

By E.A. Speers [From Orchidian V5N1] ; Canadian Orchid Congress
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Byrd’s Orchids

Bili & Wanda Byrd, Owners

Blooming Plants . Seedlings . Supplies

6302 Green Road Hours:
Lakeland. FL. 33810 Tues.-Sat. 9:30 am - 5 pm
Ph: (863) 859-5060 Closed Sunday & Monday

E-Mail: orchidswb(@laol.com  Web: bometown (@aol.com/orchidswh

Faren Harper, Onmer
5050 267 Street East
Mipakka City, FL. 34251

94713221678

AN 0

B & P Orechids

Betty & Pon Burkam

33219 Mandrake Road
Zephyrhills, FIL. 33543

(813)782-4631

(Hy Appointment Only)

| oria-Suntoast-rcids com |

JIM ROBERTS Sarasota-Bradenton
' 8211 Verna Bethany Road

Mvakka City, FL 34251-7220
By appuiniment enly. please

941-544-6831

12 miles east of 175 on State Road 70

Lett on Verna Bethany, 1/4 mi, on right
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“Seedlings to Blooming

dArt Stone

COMPANY INC.

Orchids

MICHAEL J. POLEN
PAULA J. POLEN

3611 Tyrone Bivd.

St. Petersburg, FL 33710
Ph: (727) 345-6733

Fax (727) 341-1793

All Potting Supplies

Franz Patzwald

Orchids

For (727) 536-2508
Everybody Mail Orders and Nursery in Largo Florida
Award Winning
Plants From % % %
Around The . : e
World
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VENICE ORCHIDS; FENDER’S FLORA, INC.

254 Keystone Rd., Venice, FL 34292
Bob Hague wveniceorchids@gmail.com
Bill & Susan Fender office 941-412-1355
Bill’s cell 941-323-1593; Susan’s cell 941-323-1587

Flexible hours so please call or email before visiting our greenhouses,

www.FendersFlora.com orchids@FendersFlora.com

Directions: From Interstate 75, exit 191 (River Rd.) 1/2 mi., then Right on
Venice Ave, Right on Keystone Rd. We are second to last driveway on right.

PLANTIO.

LA ORQUI DF.A"

Warm growing exofic speciles
Unocommon Hybrid's

A4N0D Tallevas Hood

Sarasoim, Florids 34743
My Qa1 SHaTrrE?) o ?

Fax 941 16060152 — -
By Appoimbmsend nul_v‘;;’k .
]
www. plantinlaorguidea com

Miranda
Orchids

Francisco Miranda

4763 Polk City Rd., Haines City, FL 33844
863-422-9398

fmiranda@att.net http://mirandaorchids.com

Krull-Smith

*1 in Orchids

2815 Ponkan Rd.
Apopka, FL 32712
(407) 886-4134

www.krullsmith,com
Frank Smith, Pres.

“Ed e, ',Ji!;:r "Jchq{1.'F

Grerrnhamse Vesifs In Apptunlmenl

(352 To5-déid
featherslane® ylalwnd. nel

Orchid Island Orchids
Oncidiinae Intergenerics A Specialty

William (Bill) Hill

President

william-30529@msn.com
http://www, OrchidIslandOrchids.com

4745 61 Court
Vero Beach, Florida
32967-6102

PHONE 772-778-1928
FAX 772-778-1928

Meke Aloha Orchi

Specializing in Schomburgkia, Myrmecophila,
and their hybrids

Paul & Mary Storm
Mailing Address

5780 Augusta Cir

Sarasota, FL 34238
941-923-5023 Phons & Fax
mekealoha@comcast.net
www.mekealohaorchids.com
Available for speaking engageme
around the country.

Breeders of fine quality Cattleyas from awarded stock
Also grown are select species from around the world,
We carry Paphiopedilum, Phragmapedium, Oncicium,
Oncidinae intergenerics, Bulbaphyllum, Vandas and others.

Repotting service available. By appointment only please.
Check aur anr web site at www phelpsfarm.com

For Orders Only Call ug ar 813-961-8427
1-877-537-1595 Or &-mail at orchidspf@rampabaym.com
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FWCOS

c/o Diane Jones
14541 lroquois Ave.
Largo, FL 33774
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