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Meeting Information  

April 14, 2011                                                                                           

7:00  pm Educational Class:  

Mark Jones on ñWe know you talk to your 

orchids but more importantly, do you listen when 

they talk back?ò 

7:30 pm Featured Speakers:  Emily  Clarkson & 

Bill Nunez on ñRaising  Orchids From 

Pollination to Re-plate Flasksò.  

This months meeting will be a  

MEMBERS  PLANT SALE!!  

Bring your divisions and keikis    

Remember to bring donations 

for Auction and 

Remember to bring food 

The Florida West Coast Orchid Society (FWCOS) 

Meets every 2nd Thursday of the month at Pinellas 

County Extension Center,  12520 Ulmerton Rd, Largo.     

Florida West Coast             

Orchid Society 
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FWCOS  Board of  Directors 2011 

1st VP: Bill Nunez      

Programs/Speakers 

813-918-4546 

biddison22@aol.com 

President: Cheryl Finke 

727-420-7230 

cfinke@tampabay.rr.com 

Treasurer:: Chad Whetstone 

727-535-6980 

whetstonec@aol.com  

2nd VP: Ruth Cannon 

Auction Chairwoman 

727-550-7993 

gramorchid@gmail.com 

3rd VP: Scott Hadley 

Educational Programs 

727-343-1002 

Secretary:  Leslie Belew 

727-867-7849 

lesliebelew@verizon.net 

Director:  Brett Ullery 

813-299-8835 

brettullery@gmail.com 

    2010-2012 Trustees: 

Tina Kendall 

813-486-1029 

tdkendall@tampabay.rr.com 

Jennifer Upchurch 

Show Committee Co-Chair 

727-517-6460 

jen.orchidfreak@gmail.com 

2009ñ2011 Trustees: 

Roy Finley 

727-866-2435 

us029817@mindspring.com 

Brent Finke 

Chairman, Show Committee 

727-460-4606  

brent@irbhardware.com 

Corinne Arnold 

Field Trips & Events 

 727-447-2898  

parnold3@tampabay.rr.com 

2008ñ2010 Trustees 

Tiffany Swigart 

727-642-6854 

tiffsorchids@hotmail.com 

Membership Chairwoman 

Diane Jones      

Submit change of address or email to: 
djones9@tampabay.rr.com 
14541 Iroquois Ave. 
Largo, Fl 33774      
       
            

FWCOS  Orchid News & Views   

                            

Jennifer Upchurch, Editor 

Submit Content & Advertising to: 

jen.orchidfreak@gmail.com 

P.O. Box 306 

Tarpon Springs, Fl 34688 

 
Content must be received by one week past the monthly meet-
ing for inclusion in the following months newsletter.  Ads 
must be in high resolution  (at print size)  Picture format: 
.TIF, .GIF, .JPG or .PDF .   Submit content via email, CD  
or USB flash drive. 
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From Our  

  President 

 

   

   

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello All, 

Sorry I missed Marchôs meeting.  I 
took a trip to the Santa Barbara In-
ternational Orchid Show despite 
what Bill Nunez may have said. I 
could not believe the size of the 
orchid displays. If you are ever out 
in Santa Barbara, CA during mid March, make sure you 
put this show on youôre your bucket list. 

As a reminder, our April 14
th
 meeting will be held in the 

auditorium with the entrance to the Botanical Gardens off 
Walsingham Road.  If you have questions, please call or 
email me and I can help you to get there. 727-420-7230. 

The Annual Orchid Auction is Saturday, April 16
th
, 8am. 

Please remember if you have any plants to donate, 
please bring them to the meeting for Ruth so we can in-
ventory them and have them ready for the auction on 
Saturday.  Please contact Jennifer Upchurch if you are 
able to help pick up plants the week of April 11

th
.  Please 

let Ruth Cannon know if you are going to volunteer to 
help with the auction. We need runners, registration, box-
ers, etc. We will provide lunch for volunteers. 

This is our main fund raiser to help pay for speakers, 
snacks for open greenhouses and bus subsidies if 
needed. Please help if you can. 

Looks like our weather for the next month has turned, 
with highs in the 80 and lowôs no lower then about 
58.  Keep an eye on the two week forecast as you never 
know when a rogue cold front can sneak in. 

 Happy Growing,  

 Cheryl 

 

Operating Procedures for Membership 

Membership: The term of membership shall be for the 

calendar year.  Annual dues for the first annual mem-

ber in a household shall be $20.00, each additional 

annual member in a household and not receiving a 

newsletter shall be $15.00.  Lifetime membership is 

$200.00.  If you wish to have a paper copy of 

the newsletter mailed to you rather than 

email, the cost is an additional $10.00 per 

year.  The actual cost to mail the twelve 

monthly newsletters is $18.00 annually per 

 

We need your help! 

We need boxes for the auction! 

Please break them down and bring 
them to the meeting April 14th  

We wish to welcome the following new members: 

Glen Bishop of West Valley NY and 

John McAvoy of St. Petersburg.We 

hope you take the time to join us in 

our many activities and get to 

know us.  If there is anything we 

can help you with in the growing 

of your orchids please ask us as we 

have many expert members in our 

society. This year our new Member-

ship Directory has been delivered by email.  I will have 

a few hard copies available to our new members as they 

join.  This has saved us considerable expense by 

doing it this way.  Let us know what you think.   

See you at the April Meeting. 

Sincerely, 

Diane Jones, Membership Chairwoman 

 

     Diane Jones 

From Our  

 Membership Chairwoman 

Memberôs Plant Sale!!! 
Any members interested in partici-
pating in a memberôs plant sale on 
Saturday, May 7thðthe day before 
Motherôs Day?  Please contact:   

Corinne Arnold  

727-475-0750 
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Our Featured Speakers 

Emily Clarkson was born and raised in Columbia, SC, married Jim 

in 1968 and has 2 children.  She moved around the world while 

Jim pursued his career in the US Army, finally settling in Tampa 

for his last tour of duty at MacDill AFB.  The passion for orchids 

began when Jim began to grow and bloom these fascinating flow-

ers.  As Jim became more involved with orchids and all the people 

who grow and love orchids, so did she.   The pleasure and the fas-

cination with orchidôs nature and culture, and the friendships of the 

people make orchid growing and judging wonderful.   Emily was 

the clerk for the Florida North Central Judging Center for several 

years before becoming a student judge herself in 1998.  She was elevated to an Accredited 

Judge in 2004.  She has judged shows all over Florida and around the world, including 

the17th World Orchid Conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia in 2002 and the 19th World Or-

chid Conference in Miami, Florida in 2008.   

  

Bill Nunez has grown orchids since he was a teen.  He enjoys cre-

ating new hybrids.  He is knowledgeable on many orchids and 

aside from growing orchids, he has built orchid houses for orchid 

enthusiasts.   

 Bill isnôt happy unless he brings humor into whatever he is 

talking about.  Heôs a long term member and officer of FWCOS 

and an asset to our organization. 

 

 

 

 
Five Basic Orchid 

Rules of Thumb 
1. There is always room for one more orchid 
2. There is always room for two more orchids 

3. See rule #1 

4. When one has insufficient credit to purchase more orchids, obtain more credit 

5. Because...there will always be an orchid sale somewhere 
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THIS MONTH ONLY  

We will be at the Auditorium at the Botanical Garden  

and not in the Extension Center.  

From gate at Extension Center, turn left onto 125th Street.  

At the stop sign, left on to Walsingham Road - 

1st left which is driveway to Botanical Garden.  

Please use walk to covered walkway.  

First building on the left is the Auditorium.  

 

FWCOS  

APRIL 14 MEETING  

LOCATION CHANGE  
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March Bloom Table 

 

 

 

 

 

Brassocattleya Gladstar 

Exhibited by: 

Dr. Roy Finley 
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Exhibited by: 

Jennifer Upchurch 
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Exhibited by: 

Emily Clarkson  


