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Meeting Information  

August 11, 2011                                                                                        
7:00  pm Educational Class:  

Cheryl Finke on ñReed Stem Epidendrumsò 

7:30 pm Featured Speaker:  Brian Monk of Blue 

Llama Orchids:  ñWhat do you mean it wonôt 

grow?ò  

Our speaker will have orchids 

and photographs for sale and we 

will be having a plant raffle this 

meeting. 

Remember to bring food 

The Florida West Coast Orchid Society (FWCOS) Meets 

every 2nd Thursday of the month at Pinellas County Exten-

sion Center,  12520 Ulmerton Rd, Largo.     . 

Operating Procedures for Membership 

Membership: The term of membership shall be for the calendar 

year.  Annual dues for the first annual member in a household 

shall be $20.00, each additional annual member in a house-

hold and not receiving a newsletter shall be $15.00.  Lifetime 

membership is $200.00.  If you wish to have a paper copy of 

the newsletter mailed to you rather than email, the cost is an 

additional $10.00 per year.  The actual cost to mail the twelve 

monthly newsletters is $18.00 annually per subscription. 
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    2010-2012 Trus-

Tina Kendall 

813-486-1029 

tdkendall@tampabay.rr.com 

Jennifer Upchurch 

Show Committee Co-Chair 

727-517-6460 

jen.orchidfreak@gmail.com 

2009ñ2011 Trustees: 

Roy Finley 

727-866-2435 

us029817@mindspring.com 

Brent Finke 

Chairman, Show Committee 

727-460-4606  

brent@irbhardware.com 

Corinne Arnold 

Field Trips & Events 

 727-447-2898  

parnold3@tampabay.rr.com 

2011ñ2013 Trustees 

Tiffany Swigart 

727-642-6854 

tiffsorchids@hotmail.com 

Membership Chairwoman 

Tina Kendall   
   
Submit change of address or email to: 
tdkendall@tampabay.rr.com 
2260 Hidden Meadows Dr. E. 
Palm Harbor, Fl 34684  
    

FWCOS  Orchid News & Views   

                            

Jennifer Upchurch, Editor 

Submit Content & Advertising to: 

jen.orchidfreak@gmail.com 

P.O. Box 306 

Tarpon Springs, Fl 34688 

 
Content must be received by the 20th of the month for inclu-
sion in the following months newsletter.  Ads must be in 
high resolution  (at print size)  Picture format: .TIF, .GIF, 

.JPG or .PDF .   Submit content via email, CD  
or USB flash drive. 

FWCOS  Board of  Directors 2011 

Treasurer:: Chad Whetstone 

 27-535-6980 

 whetstonec@aol.com  

2nd VP: Ruth Cannon 

Auction Chairwoman 

727-550-7993 

gramorchid@gmail.com 

3rd VP: Scott Hadley     

Educational Programs 

727-343-1002                                                                       

scotthadley99@yahoo.com 

 Secretary:  Leslie Belew 

 727-867-7849  

 Lesliebelew@verizon.net 

Director:  Brett Ullery 

813-299-8835 

brettullery@gmail.com 

President: Cheryl Finke 

727-420-7230 

cfinke@tampabay.rr.com 

1st VP: Bill Nunez      

Programs/Speakers 

813-918-4546 

biddison22@aol.com 
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      From our President 

 
Hello All, 
Our featured speaker for our July meeting, Dr. Reuben Sauleda of  Reuben in 
Orchids turned out to be quite a draw, we had a packed house with quite a few 
guests and visitors from other societies in the region.  Dr. Sauleda gave a fan-
tastic presentation on Encyclias and thanks to all who pre-ordered and pur-
chased plants from Reuben, his trip up here was worthwhile. 
For the next two months our upcoming fall orchid  show and sale themed ôOrchid Safariõ will 
be our focus.  This years show has been shortened from three days to two.  Set up, Ribbon 
and AOS judging will be on Friday, September 30th and the show will be Saturday and Sun-
day, October 1st and 2nd.  The potting booth will be open on Saturday and Sunday only.  We 
will be soliciting for volunteers for all kinds of  jobs, if  you can give a few hours of  your time 
on any of  those days it would be greatly appreciated.  To volunteer or for more information 
please contact Brent Finke (brent@irbhardware.com) or Jennifer Upchurch  
(jen.orchidfreak@gmail.com). 

 Michael Polen of  Art Stone Orchids was nominated and has graciously agreed to complete 
Scott Hadleyõs 2011 term as 3rd Vice President.  The 3rd Vice President is responsible for ar-
ranging the educational component our meetings.  Michael is a past President of  FWCOS  
and with his extensive experience and contacts in the orchid world we are lucky to have him 
volunteer in this capacity.  We will have a membership vote at the August 11th meeting.  Thank 
you Michael for stepping up to help the organization. 
With these long hot dog days of summer it is difficult to judge your plantsõ water needs.  With 
all the showers, we have to be careful of  black rot, but we also need to water the plants a little 
more or a little longer to prevent dehydration. This is a balancing act usually learned by trial 
and error.  Vandas may need an extra watering during the day and the cattleyas may need an 
extra watering during the week. 
Happy Growing, 

 
Cheryl 

  

 
Diane Jones will be resigning as Membership Chair and Tina Kendall 
will be taking over as the new Membership Chairwoman.  We wish to 
thank Diane for her many years of  service and wish her well.  Thank 
you to Tina for volunteering to take over Dianeõs duties. 
 

From our Membership Chairwoman  
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Our Featured Speaker  

 

Our featured speaker for the August meeting 

Is Brian Monk of Blu Llama Orchids.  

Brian Monk was born in Milton, Florida in  

1969.Shortly after his birth Brian s family 

moved to Charleston, West Virginia where 

he spent the next 18 years.  As a young man 

Brian s intense passion for nature led to his  

profession and his many hobbies including bird watching, orchid growing 

and natural history. 

In 1992 Brian received his B.S., cum laude, from Hampden Sydney Col-

lege in Virginia followed by a Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine from Vir-

ginia Tech in 1977.  In 2005 while working as a Veterinarian in Orlando, 

Florida Brian met the love of his life, Mary-Margaret, in Fort Lauderdale.  

Because of Brian s passion for all things orchid, he and Mary-Margaret 

formed Blu Llama Orchids, Inc.  Brian and Mary-Margaret were married on  

April Fool s Day in 2006 and reside in Ft. Lauderdale with their five cats 

and their ever expanding orchid collection. 

Brian started growing and hybridizing orchids in his backyard but this has 

recently expanded to 4000 square feet of greenhouse space.  He will grow 

anything green but focuses on his hybridizing projects which include the 

development of multifloral white and pink Paphiopedilums, warmth tolerant 

red Oncidinae and a standard pink Cattleya with an all white lip.  Encour-

aged by his wife and inspired by his orchids, Brian continues to pursue and 

perfect his orchid culture and photographic skills.  Brian s photography 

has won awards online, in the 2007 Miami International Orchid Show and 

at the 2008 World Orchid Conference.  Brian is currently a student judge 

with the American Orchid Society. 



 

 ~5~ 

 

Bloom Table  

July 14,2011  

 

 

 

Encyclia Orchid Jungle 

Grown by Cheryl Finke 

Arachnis Maggie Oei 

(Arach. Hookeriana X 

Arach. Flos-aeris) 

Grown By Jennifer Upchurch 

LC Lucky Charms X Enc. tamp-

ensis. 

Grown by Bill Nunez 

This is the first to bloom of a cross Bill 

made four years ago. 
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Meetings and Events 

  

August, 2011 

 

August 1, at 7:30 pm; Sarasota Orchid Society at the Activity Center at Marie Selby Botanical 

Garden,  Contact:  Monroe Kokin;  941-586-7795,  orchidpix@comcast.net. 

August 3, at 7:00 pm; Orchid Society of  West Pasco at Buena Vista Civic Center, Holiday.  

Contact:  Greg Sytch; 727-841-9618, gsytch@cs.com. 

August 11,  at 7 pm; Florida West Coast Orchid Society at Pinellas County Cooperative Ex-

tension Center, 12520 Ulmerton Rd, Largo; 2nd Thursday of  the month. Contact Cheryl Finke 

727-420-7230, cfinke@tampabay.rr.com or visit http://www.fwcos.org. 

August 13, at 1:30 pm; AOS Judging & Summer Seminar at Harry P Leu Gardens, Palm 

Room, 1920 North Forest Avenue, Orlando. Contact Glen Brown; 352-735-2898. 

August 18, at 6:30 pm; Tampa Bay Orchid Society Meeting at Tampa Garden Club, 2629 

Bayshore Blvd, Tampa.  Contact Anne Boldrick; 813-876-8495,  tampabayorchidso-

ciety@verizon.net or visit http://tampabayorchidsociety.shutterfly.com 

August 23, at 10 am;  Tampa Orchid Club at Juneõs Orchid Estate. Repotting class.  Contact 

Laurie Nissen;  813-909-3394 or visit www.tampaorchidclub.info (see ad page 11 for address) 

August 23. at 7:30 pm; Ridge Orchid Society Meeting at Bartow Civic Center, 2250 S Floral 

Ave, Bartow.  Contact Bill Byrd;   863-859-5060,  http://www.ridgeorchidsociety.org. 

August 24, at 7:30 pm; AOS Judging at Tampa Garden Center;  2929 Bayshore Blvd, Tampa;.  

Contact: Patty Cartwright;  813-989-9357, pjcartwright@earthlimk.net or visit 

http://www.aos.org. 

OPEN GREENHOUSE!  
Whose greenhouse or growing 

area are you dying to visit?  

 

Give me some ideas, tell me where  
�\�R�X���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���J�R���	���,�·�O�O�����V�H�W���L�W���X�S�� 

Corinne Arnold  

parnold3@tampabay.rr.com  

727-447-2898  


