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Orchid News &Views 
December 2011 Volume 9  No  12 

Meeting Information:   
December 8, 2011   7:00  pm  
Christmas Party - No Speaker 

January 12, 2012  7:00 pm Educational 
Program:  Chad Whetstone on Growing Vandas 
7:30 pm, Main Speaker:  Paul Phelps on Orchid 

Pests and Diseases 

Contact Tina Kendall to 

sign up to bring a cov-

ered dish for the Christ-

mas Party 

The Florida West Coast Orchid Society (FWCOS) Meets 
every 2nd Thursday of the month at Pinellas County Exten-
sion Center,  12520 Ulmerton Rd, Largo.     . 

Operating Procedures for Membership 
Membership: The term of membership shall be for the calendar 
year.  Annual dues for the first annual member in a household 
shall be $20.00, each additional annual member in a house-
hold and not receiving a newsletter shall be $15.00.  Lifetime 
membership is $200.00.  If you wish to have a paper copy of 
the newsletter mailed to you rather than email, the cost is an 
additional $10.00 per year.  The actual cost to mail the twelve 
monthly newsletters is $18.00 annually per subscription. 

Florida West Coast Orchid Society  
An Affiliated Society of  The American     

Orchid ociety  
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 FWCOS  Board of  Directors 2011 

2009—2011 Trustees: 

Roy Finley 

727-866-2435 

us029817@mindspring.com 

Brent Finke 

Chairman, Show Committee 

727-460-4606  

brent@irbhardware.com 

Corinne Arnold 

Field Trips & Events 

 727-447-2898  

parnold3@tampabay.rr.com 

2011—2013 Trustees 

Tiffany Swigart 

727-642-6854 

tiffsorchids@hotmail.com 

Membership Chairwoman 

Tina Kendall      
Submit change of address or email to: 
tdkendall@tampabay.rr.com 
2260 Hidden Meadows Dr. E. 
Palm Harbor, Fl 34683     
       
            

FWCOS  Orchid News & Views   
                            
Jennifer Upchurch, Editor 
Submit Content & Advertising to: 
jen.orchidfreak@gmail.com 
P.O. Box 306 
Tarpon Springs, Fl 34688 
 
Content must be received by the 20th of the month for inclu-
sion in the following months newsletter.  Ads must be in 
high resolution  (at print size)  Picture format: .TIF, .GIF, 
.JPG or .PDF .   Submit content via email, CD 
or USB flash drive. 

Director:  Brett Ullery 

813-299-8835 

brettullery@gmail.com 

    2010-2012 Trus-

Tina Kendall 

813-486-1029 

tdkendall@tampabay.rr.com 

Jennifer Upchurch 

Show Committee Co-Chair 

727-517-6460 

jen.orchidfreak@gmail.com 

Treasurer:: Chad Whetstone 

 27-535-6980 

 whetstonec@aol.com  

2nd VP: Ruth Cannon 

Auction Chairwoman 

727-550-7993 

gramorchid@gmail.com 

 Secretary:  Leslie Belew 

 727-867-7849  

 lesliebelew@verizon.net 

President: Cheryl Finke 

727-420-7230 

cfinke@tampabay.rr.com 

1st VP: Bill Nunez      

Programs/Speakers 

813-918-4546 

biddison22@aol.com 

3rd VP:  Michael Polen 

Educational Programs 

727-392-3610 
polenbat@aol.com 
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      President’s Message 
 Hello all, 

I would like to thank all of the volunteers who attended the November                        
FWCOS work day at the Botanical Gardens.  We had 19 volunteers that                             
day and three others who volunteered during the week. 

We have completed our required 200 hours for 2012 and for 2013 and                            
we now have 9.75 hours logged that will apply to 2014.  We will have another work day 
scheduled in January so we can continue to build up our reserve.  Everyone that volunteers 
will be eligible to select an orchid up to 20 from Exotic Orchids of Maui.  Go to the website 
www.mauiorchids.com to choose your orchid then email your selection to Leslie Belew at 
lesliebelew@verizon.net.  Be sure to include the name of the plant, order number and 
price.  The orders will be placed in December and distributed at the January meeting. 

Our next big event is the Annual Orchid Auction which is our main fundraiser.  This year’s 
auction will be held March 31, 2012 from 8:00 am to 4:pm at the SW Recreation Center at 
Vonn d and 131st St in Largo.  Ruth Cannon is the auction chairperson and she will provide 
more information as we get closer to March along with plenty of opportunities to volun-
teer and get involved. 

I want to thank the board and the society for a wonderful two years and will be staying on 
as directory with the society. It has been a pleasure and honor to service as your Presi-
dent. 

Thanks, 

At the November meeting Deborah and AJ Magliolo of St. Pete Bch and Terry Finch of                                                     
Clearwater joined us and we welcome them to our Society.  December is ‘Membership                                                         
Renewal Month’ as current memberships expire December 31, 2011.  I will be accepting                                                      
membership renewals at the December Holiday meeting before and after dinner and I                                                          
would like to thank those who have already renewed.   Annual renewal rates are $20 for an                                                  
individual member and $35 for a second household member.  There is an additional cost of                                                 
$15 yearly if you choose to have the monthly newsletter mailed to you rather than emailed.                                                   
The actual cost to print and mail the twelve newsletters is approximately $21.00 with the paper copies printed in 
black and white and shortened to 12 pages to save on postage so some content must be eliminated.  I am taking 
orders for name badges at $10 each, if you forget to request one at the meeting just send me an email anytime and 
you may pay for it when we meet next.  At the Holiday dinner all current members are asked to sign in and re-
ceive a ticket at the membership table to receive your Holiday orchid plant. The members’ guest will have a sepa-
rate list to sign in, this will help with future attendance estimates. Thank you for everyone’s cooperation and 
Happy Holidays. 

Tina 
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BBloom Table Ribbons 

October 13, 2011 

 

 

 

Above:  Coelogyne multiflora 

Grown by:  Marion Steele 

Left:  Blc Goldenzelle ’Ambrosia’ 
X C forbesii ’Lucent Green’          

Grown by:  Jennifer Upchurch 

Left:  Vanda Mimi Palmer 
‘Teoh Boon  Hiat’ X Vanda 
Manuvadee Blue 

Grown by:  Cheryl Finke 



 

 ~5~ 

 

 

 

December Meetings and Events 

 

 

December, 2011 

 

December 5 at 7:00 pm; Sarasota  Orchid Society Annual Orchid Auction at Marie Selby 
Botanical Gardens in the Great Room by the Bay.  811 S. Palm Ave, Sarasota.  Contact; Carolyn 
Langdon, 941-773-9188.  Preview at 6:30 pm. 
December 7 at 7:00 pm; Orchid Society of  West Pasco Show at Buena Vista Manor Club-
house, 5112 Rosada Ave, Holiday.  1st Wednesday of  the month.  Contact:  Greg Sytch; 727-841-
9618, gsytch@cs.com.  
December 8 at 7 pm; Florida West Coast Orchid Society Christmas Party at Pinellas 
County Cooperative Extension Center, 12520 Ulmerton Rd, Largo; 2nd Thursday of  the month. 
Contact Cheryl Finke 727-420-7230, cfinke@tampabay.rr.com or visit http://www.fwcos.org. 
December 10 at 1:30 pm; AOS Judging at Harry P Leu Gardens, Palm Room, 1920 North For-
est Avenue, Orlando. Contact Glen Brown; 352-735-2898. 
December 15 at 6:30 pm; Tampa Bay Orchid Society Meeting at Tampa Garden Club, 2629 
Bayshore Blvd, Tampa.  Contact Anne Boldrick; 813-876-8495,  tampabayorchidso-
ciety@verizon.net or visit http://tampabayorchidsociety.shutterfly.com 

December 21 at 7:30 pm; AOS Judging at Tampa Garden Center;  2929 Bayshore Blvd, 
Tampa;.  Contact: Patty Cartwright;  813-989-9357, pjcartwright@earthlimk.net or visit 
http://www.aos.org. 
December 27, 10:00am;  Tampa Orchid Club at Northdale Recreation Center, 15550 Spring 
Pine Dr, Tampa, 33624.  Contact Laurie Nissen 813-909-3314 or visit www.tampaorchidclub.info  
December 27 at 7:30 pm; Ridge Orchid Society Meeting at Bartow Civic Center, 2250 S Flo-
ral Ave, Bartow.  Contact Bill Byrd;   863-859-5060,  http://www.ridgeorchidsociety.org. 
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Minutes of the Board of Trustees Meeting 
Florida West Coast Orchid Society 

October 19, 2011 
 

 

 

In Attendance: Cheryl Finke, Bill Nunez, Ruth Cannon, Chad Whetstone, Leslie Belew, Bret 
Ullery, Brent Finke,  Corinne Arnold, Tiffanie Swigart, Michael Polen, Roy 
Finley, Jennifer Upchurch and Tina Kendall 

 

Absent: none 

 

The meeting was held at the office of Carr, Riggs & Ingram, 2111 Drew St., Clearwater.   Having declared a 
quorum, Cheryl called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.  

 
 

Old Business: 
The minutes of the August 17, 2011 meeting of the Board of Trustees were reviewed.  Brent moved the 

minutes be accepted and Roy seconded.  The motion passed.   

 

Treasurer’s Report: 
Chad provided the Board with a Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements for the first nine 

months of 2011 compared to 2010.  There is a small deficit, but much smaller than this time last year, and it 
compares favorably to the budget.  There was much discussion on the membership and dues receipts, and 
ways to increase it.  Tina will attempt to identify the sign-in area better and put new members with existing 
members to welcome them to the society. 

As a group, we discussed changes to the 2011 budget for the proposed 2012 annual budget.  The field 
trips have been better than break even and Corinne would like to add a third trip in the fall.  In January of 
2009, the Board voted for up to 2 field trips at a stop loss of $400 per trip.  Chad moved that for the year 2012 
forward the maximum annual club subsidy for field trips (not limited to 2 per year) be $800.  Bret seconded 
and the motion passed.  So for the proposed 2012 budget, the field trip revenues and expenses were doubled 
approximately.  Several other budget line items were decreased or increased (i.e. auction expenses) yielding a 
small budget surplus for the first time since 2009.  Roy moved the 2012 proposed budget be approved and 
Brent seconded.  The motion passed. 

 

Fall Show: 
 Brent reported that there were about 20 less people through the door for this year’s 2 day show com-
pared to last year’s 3 day show.  A couple vendors preferred the 3 day show, yet nearly everyone had similar 
revenues to last year.  Jennifer received the contract for the Minnreg building for next year (October 5-7, 
2012).  There was discussion about moving the show date a little later since we are now the only local show in 
the fall.  Jennifer agreed to look into that.     
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Speakers: 
 Bill has scheduled the following speakers for the main meeting:  November – Louis Del Favero – Spe-
cies; January – Paul Phelps – Pests & Diseases; March 2012 – Bill Thoms – Orchid Hunting in the Philip-
pines. 

 Michael has scheduled Chris Smith to discuss Denphals in November, and Chad to talk about Vandas 
in January.  He asked Corinne if she would talk about bifoliate Cattleyas in February and Leslie to discuss To-
lumnia in March. 

 There was much discussion on new speakers to invite in the future.  There was also discussion on the 
December Christmas party.  We will ask for volunteers to prepare 3 turkeys, and the sign-up sheet will be 
passed at the November regular meeting.  Tina agreed to get the table settings.  Bill has already arranged to 
purchase 100 plants from Krull-Smith at a cost of $5 each. 

 

Other Business:   
Ruth reported that the Auction will be March 31, 2012.  There was discussion regarding requiring 

News & Views advertisers and show vendors to donate to the auction.  Such language will be added to the 
show contract next year. 

Roy moved that we adjourn at 8:17, and Michael seconded.    

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Leslie Belew 
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Upcoming Florida Shows and Events 
December 2011 

January 2012 

February 2012 

March 2012 
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FFlorida Shows & Events cont. 

March 2012 

April 2012 

  
 

 

Mark the Date!!!                                                  
FWCOS is Planning  a Bus Trip to             

The 2012 Tamiami International            
Orchid Festival!                               

January 28, 2012                                                            
$40 per person includes driver’s tip, entrance fee,                                

$5 coupon to use at show and refreshments on the bus.                          
Departs at 5:15 am from Walmart Super Center  at                                                      

8001 US Hwy 19 N. Pinellas Park 

To sign up or for more information contact               
Corinne Arnold  727-475-0750. 

 

 

Share YOUR Orchid Growing 
Experiences 

in our Newsletter 
 

Share an orchid story. Submit your 

articles, announcements, photos or orchid 

growing advice via e-mail to 

jen.orchidfreak@gmail.com 

by the third Friday of the month 

for publication in FWCOS News & Views 
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AOS Corner 

At the Trustees’ Meeting in San Antonio last month, it was announced that the sale of headquarters of the 
American Orchid Society was approved and closing on the sale will be the end of November 2011. The San-
dra C. Slomin Foundation and Family Center for Autism and Related Disabilities is purchasing the site to use 
as a day care facility and eventually a private elementary school to serve children with autism and related 
disabilities. The Board of Trustees also approved the process to enter into negotiations for a strategic part-
nership with Fairchild Tropical Botanical Gardens in Coral Gables, Florida. The move, if an acceptable part-
nership is approved, should be completed by the end of the first quarter 2012. 

The Trustees also approved the Library Committee’s report which gave the Committee the direction to thor-
oughly inventory the extensive art collection, rare books and manuscripts and archives of the American Or-
chid Society in anticipation of its headquarter change. The Library Committee has the authority to determine 
which items will remain property of AOS and the disposition of those items that will not be retained. If any 
member wishes to inquire about a specific item’s disposition, they may contact the Library Committee 
through their email library_committee@aos.org. 

What’s new at www.aos.org?  

� The 2012 Calendars are available for sale – a 14 month calendar loaded with beautiful orchid photographs, 
free shipping for AOS members. You may purchase it on line. 

� Call for Nominations. If you have ever had any interest in ‘getting involved’ with the AOS, or know of a 
shining star to recommend for consideration of the Nominating Committee, this is your opportunity. You 
may send an email to nominating_committee@aos.org. 

FFrom the FWCOS Nominating Committee….. 
 

Bill Nunez, as Nominating Committee Chairman, and his committee of Tina Kendall, Jen-
nifer Upchurch, Corinne Arnold and Len Krysko have proposed a slate of officers for 2012. 
The membership will vote on this at the December  meeting, and nominations can be made 
from the floor at that time. The proposed slate is as follows: 
President Bill Nunez 
1sr VP Tina Kendall 
2nd VP Ruth Cannon 
3rd VP Len Kyriako 
Secretary Leslie Belew 
Treasurer Chad Whetstone 
Director Cheryl Finke 
Trustees for 2012-2014: Brent Finke 
Roy Finley 
Trustee for 2010-2012: Brett Ullery to complete Tina Kendall’s term 
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The business cards which you see on this page and the two 
pages which follow are vendors who support FWCOS by fur-
nishing plants for our auction, belong as a member or pur-
chase space to participate in our Show and Sale.  We im-
mensely value and appreciate them.   
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Orchids for Everybody 
NOW AT ISM INDOOR FLEA MARKET 

14100 U.S. Hwy 19 North  Clearwater, F 33764 

Booth 56  

Wed - Fri 10am -8pm    Sat -Sun 10am -6pm 

Dyna Gro Fertilizer, Orchid Pottting Mix, Hangers, 
Baskets & Pots                                           

Reasonable Prices, Orchid growing information 
available  

Franz Patzwald 727.536.2508 
 

 

 

Call, text or email for price list & availability                                              
tdkendall@tampabay.rr.com   813-486-1029                                            

I will bring your order to you at the meeting or you may come 
to my home in Palm Harbor or I may be able to meet you 

somewhere to deliver your order. 

TINA’S ORCHID SUPPLIES 



 

 ~13



 

 ~14

Florida West Coast Orchid Society 
c/o Jennifer Upchurch                        
P. O. Box 306                                 
Tarpon Springs, Fl 34688 


