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From Our  
    President 

From Our  
  Membership Chairman 
 

     We’ve started off the New Year with a real 
bang – we have 5 new members!  We would like 
to welcome Krystyna Hagmajer of Palm Harbor, 
Belinda Mellon of St. Petersburg, Travis Sanders 
of Seminole, Debra Stephens of Largo and Bob 
Young of Seminole. 

 

 If you find that you are not in 
the new Membership Directory it is 
because our cut off date was Janu-
ary 31st  to make it into the new 
Directory.  You can still renew your 
membership you just will not be in 
the Directory. 

 

  If anyone know what has happened to Nell Al-
len please let us know.  The mail cannot be for-
warded as there is no address available.  

 

 We have lots of things planned for this new 
year and hope all the members find something to 
take part in.  Hope you have a great NEW YEAR! 

 

 For any changes please notify:  me at 
 djones9@tampabay.rr.com  or 727-643-6807. 

 

Thank you, 
Diane Jones,  

FWCOS Membership Chairman 
   

Hello all, 
 

 We still need to keep an eye on those tempera-
tures. The weather is still unpre-
dictable for January and February. 
The 2011 Farmer’s almanac fore-
casts February to be an overall 
average of  2 degrees higher then 
February in 2010.  In the mean-
time, some web sites I use for local 
weather or 10 day forecast are 
www.intellicast.com, 
www.wunderground.com, and www.accuweather.com. 
Nothing is better then having my own weather station 
with remote temperature sensors. I have one in each 
greenhouse and one that is outside.  The monitor has a 
memory of what the high and low for the day. It also has 
a temperature alarm.  If the temperature in one green-
house drops below a preset number, an alarm will 
sound. Thus an alert to check the greenhouse and see if 
any additional attention needs to be taken.  
 
 If you haven’t done so, sign up for a monthly 
newsletter by Martin Motes. He sends out a monthly 
newsletter on culture tips. This month there was a news-
letter on preparing for “cold”.  If you want to receive Dr. 
Martin Motes’ newsletter you can email him at mar-
tin.motes@gmail.com and request to receive the news-
letter or you can purchase his books. One book is 
“Florida Orchid Growing Month by Month” and the other 
is “Florida Vanda Growing Month by Month”, both of 
which we have in stock. They are excellent on culture 
tips and preparation of your orchids for the winter. 
 
 February 19th will be a Florida West Coast Or-
chid Society members’ plant sale from 9 am to 12 noon. 
This is an opportunity to clear out your collection and 
make room from new plants.  It will be advertised in the 
St. Pete Times and is open to the public. If you are a 
society member, you can sell plants at this event. We 
ask that 10% of your proceeds go to the society with the 
exception of members selling to other members.  
 
 We have one more scheduled work day Febru-
ary 26th, from 8 am to 12 noon.  Remember we provide 
lunch and drink as well as an orchid of your choice for 
your hard work. This will be the last work day until No-
vember 2011. 

 

Cheryl Finke 

  
 

 

 

Diane Jones 

 

The next scheduled society event is our Orchid 
Auction which is our annual fundraiser. It is sched-
uled for April 16th from 8am - 4pm.  Ruth Cannon is 
the Orchid Auction Chairperson.  Please contact 
Ruth if you have any donations at 727.550.7993 or 
gramorchid@live.com . She will be soliciting dona-
tions from the vendors and will need help with plant 
pick up, auction setup, and a flurry of different jobs 
for the week before the auction as well as at the 
auction.. 

 

Thanks for all your support as we start a new year. 

 

Cheryl Finke 
FWCOS President 
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Our Featured Speaker, Jim Roberts               
   From Florida Suncoast Orchids 

Jim Roberts has been growing Orchids over 25 years in climates ranging from cold Minnesota to hot SW Florida 
growing conditions. He has traveled extensively in search of orchid treasures in Hawaii, South America, and 
Europe, seeking the plants that will grow and bloom best for his clients. 
Formerly, Jim has had careers of mortgages, retail management, teaching and music. He now leads Florida 
SunCoast Orchids in its quest to become one of the prime growers and suppliers to the retail hobbyist market 
for quality orchid plant selections. 
The remaining crew of Florida SunCoast Orchids includes his family who regularly helps out with the daily 
chores of watering, cleaning, and repotting – you name it—and they help get it done! 

Jim Roberts - Owner/Hybridizer 
It was in the college days of 1979 that I first encountered orchids while going in for a routine physical exam at a 
doctor’s office. While there, I noticed a large Cattleya orchid on his desk. I asked the fateful question: “What 
kind of flower is that?” To which the physician laughingly replied, “You do NOT want to know!” As a colle-
giate, I liked nothing better than an intriguing mystery. A short story by the doctor about an all-consuming 
hobby ensued and within two days I had gotten two orchids of my own. 
 
During those college years in Northfield, Minnesota, I 
was put in charge of the St. Olaf greenhouse and its re-
pository of orchids. I knew little about the plants but read 
everything I could get my hands on. After graduating, I 
moved to take a music and academic teaching position on 
St. Croix in the US Virgin Islands. There I happened 
upon a sidewalk sale by the local orchid society. I joined 
the group and learned much about growing in a tropical 
arid environment. Also, I learned that the island had sev-
eral native orchid species, which I took great interest in, 
and won my first AOS award for Encyclia bifida “Loves 
Favor” AM/AOS. Each Saturday morning I would hop in 
my Jeep and look for populations of orchids that I could 
map and study. It was quite fascinating!  
Leaving the island three years later, I found myself trying 
to take 10 boxes of plants through customs back to Min-
nesota. Little did I know that the customs encounter 
would be easiest part. It was a totally new experience try-
ing to grow plants in a cold Midwestern state. Many 
plants did not survive. Many did! After a few months I 
relocated to Minneapolis and joined the Orchid Society of 
Minnesota, learning that orchids actually could be grown 
quite successfully in the stifling environment of a house 
surrounded by ice and snow. Of course you had to learn 
to grow them a bit differently, but they did thrive and 
bloom. Amazing! 
 
We had made overtures to buying several small garden centers and “going commercial” during those years, but 
it was not until 2001 when we moved to Florida with a small collection of plants, that the dream became a real-
ity. We currently grow our beauties in a 30x100 greenhouse which has several micro-climates for our plants.  As 
always, I strive to grow and sell the best quality orchid plants for all our customers, and to build a lasting reputa-
tion in the industry as one of the very best. 
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Florida West Coast Orchid Society 

Annual  
Orchid Auction 

 

Southwest Recreation Complex 
13120 Vonn Road, Largo, FL 

 

Sat, April 16, 2011 
Preview 8:30 am / Auction 9:00am  
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Florida West Coast Orchid Society 
Donation Form 
The Orchid Auction 

April 16, 2011 
DONOR INFORMATON 

Member Number: _________________________________________________________________________ 
Business Name: (if applicable) _______________________________________________________________ 
Contact Name: Email: ______________________________________________________________________ 
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
City/State/Zip: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
Telephone: ___________________________________FAX: _______________________________________ 
Check one:          Corporate Donation:      Personal Donation:   
Name of who to acknowledge (if different from above):  ____________________________________________ 
YOUR DONATION 

Name of Items:    List below             Estimated Value of items (REQUIRED): $__________________ 
 

 
 
Cash Donation:   $ ______ 
 

DELIVERY METHOD: 
___ Please pick up (we will contact you) 
___ We will bring to auction (please arrive by 8am.) 
___ Included with this form 
___ Will bring to March or April meeting 
 
 
THANK YOU! 
Your support is greatly appreciated! You will receive correspondence acknowledgment of this donation shortly after the auction 
April 16th. 
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February,  2011   

 

Feb 2  at  7 pm; Orchid Society of  West Pasco.  Joe Mor-
gan will speak on Bulbophyllums and there will be plants 
for sale.  Buena Vista Civic Center, Holiday .  Contact: 
Greg Sytch; 727-841-9618; .gsytch@cs.com 

 

Feb 2  at  7:30  pm; Sarasota Orchid Society .  Actrivity 
Center at Marie Selby Botanical Garden Contact Monroe 
Kokin 941-586-7795 orchidpix@comcast.net. 

 

Feb 10, at 7 pm; Florida West Coast Orchid Society at 
Pinellas County Cooperative Extension Center, 12520 
Ulmerton Rd, Largo; 2nd Thursday of the month.  Contact 
Bill Nunez  727-392-6864. 

 

Feb 12  at  7 pm; Annual Sale Orchid Society of  West 
Pasco.  VFW Seven Springs in New Port Richey.  Contact: 
Dale Thien       (727) 816-8418  ; gystch@cs.com. 

 

Feb 12, 8:30 am; AOS Judging Training Seminar at Hamp-
ton Inn, 151 North Douglas Ave, Altamonte Springs, FL 
32714  Contact Glen Brown 352-735-2898. 

 

Feb 12, 4:30 pm; AOS Judging at Hampton Inn, 151 North 
Douglas Ave, Altamonte Springs, FL 32714 (407) 869-9000.  
Contact Glen Brown 352-735-2898. 

 

Feb 17,   6:30 pm; Tampa Bay Orchid Society Meeting at 
Tampa Garden Club,  2629 Bayshore Blvd, Tampa;   Con-
tact  Patty Cartwright pjcartwright@earthlink.net  or 
http://tampabayorchidsociety@shutterfly.com/   
 

Feb 19   9 am til noon:  FWCOS Member Orchid Sale at  
12350 Ridge Road in Largo between Walsingham and 
Ulmerton Road.  10% of your proceeds goes to the society.  
Open to the public and will be advertised in the paper. 

 

Feb 22, 10 am; Tampa Orchid Club, American Legion 
Hall, Northdale Recreation Center, 15550 Spring Pine Dr, 
Tampa 33604   www.tampaorchidclub.info/  Program: 
‘Living Gems’ about growing miniatures by AOS Judge 
Linda Wilhelm of Woodland Orchids.  Contact Laurie Nis-
sen 813-909-3394 

 

 

Feb 22,  7:30 pm; Ridge Orchid Society Meeting;  Bar-
tow Civic Center, 2250 S Floral Ave;  Contact Bill Byrd  
863-859-5060    http://www.ridgeorchidsociety.org/  

 

 

Meetings and Events 
Feb  23, 7:30 pm; AOS Judging at Tampa Garden Center; 
2929 Bayshore Blvd, Tampa; Contact: Patty Cartwright   
813-349-0097 www.aos.org/   

 

 

Feb  26, 8 am til noon; Last FWCOS work day  for the 
season. Lunch is provided and orchid will be given at March 
meeting. 

 

March 

19, 9 am til noon; Orchid Friends Sale at 12350 
Ridge Rd, Largo.   

 

26-27 - *Orchid Lovers of Spring Hill Show, SNPJ 
Lodge, 13383 County Line Rd., Spring Hill, FL. Contact: 
Linda Roderick; lmroderick@earthlind.net. 

 

FWCOS ORCHID AUCTION 

 

 April 16, 2011 is the FCWOS Orchid  Auction.   
Chairwoman, Ruth Cannon would like to remind you to 
check your inventory for orchids to donate for the event 
that  is our main fundraiser.  This is a great opportunity 
to be proactive in helping our club. 

 

 If you make divi-
sions of a plant, save one for 
the orchid auction.  If there 
is a plant you are tired of or 
need to rotate your inven-
tory, think of the orchid auction as a perfect venue for 
this. 

 

 If you wish, when you donate orchids, FWCOS 
can give you a letter for donating to a 501-3C non-
profit corporation.   

 

 The orchid auction will, of course,  be open to 
the public.  Volunteers will be needed for boxing, car-
rying, and general auction duties so, please let Ruth  
know at gramorchid@gmail.com or call 727-550-7993. 
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OPEN GREENHOUSE AT  
MARION STEEL’s  

See where and how Marion  
Grows her Orchids. 

Sun, April 11 1:00 to 4:00 PM 
2400 Kent Place 

Clearwater, FL 33764  
For more info, please call  

Corinne Arnold: 727-447-2898 

(On day of event only, call 727-409-1511) 
You may bring plants with you  

that you’re donating for the auction. 

 

FWCOS FIELD TRIP 
Redlands Orchid Fest May 13, 2011 
$45.00 Includes:  Bus Fare, Driver Tip, Bus  

Refreshments, Entrance Fee and  
$5.00 Discount Coupon. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
.  

 
FWCOS MEMBER’S SALE 

Feb 19, 2011 
9 a m til noon     

12350 Ridge Rd, Largo 
 

Orchids at ‘Budget Prices’Budget Prices’Budget Prices’  
Many in bloom and also  

Tropical Plants 
Advice on orchid care / culture. 

   

GREAT SALE.  DON'T MISS IT. 

 10% of  your proceeds will go to the society.  
For  more info call  727-447-2898 

 

 

Calling Our Members 

Be A FWCOS Volunteer! 
 

Last chance til November 11 
 

February 26 

8 a m  til 12 noon   
 

Email  Cheryl  at cfinke@tampabay.rr.com   

if  you can   Join  us.  
 

 

Thanks you  to all  

who are already in this group. 

Require 26 people pre-paid by April 24th  
No refunds after April 24th 

Bus will leave Pinellas Park Super Walmart  

8001 US 19 N [just north of Park Boulevard]  
Behind gas station in front of the store.  

Leave time:  4:25 am sharp.   
Plan to arrive at Redlands Orchid Fest  

9:00 AM Opening Time 
Rest Stop en Route. 

  Mail payable to FWCOS; Send to:  
Corinne Arnold,  1007 Turner St. Clearwater, Fl 33756 

Contact Corinne at 727-475-0750  
or parnold3@tampabay.rr.com.  
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Fidgeting:  The Little Changes That Make a Big Difference 
Carol Siegel 

 
 My third-grade teacher, Miss Switt, used to tell the story of the man who quit too soon.  She said he 
wanted to invent a new drink that everyone would love.  He experimented and invented "One-Up".  When this 
didn't sell, he tried something different and called it "Two-Up".  When this wasn't good either, he tried again and 
invented "Three-Up".  Finally, discouraged, he quit after his "Six-Up" failed.  Miss Switt said, "He never knew 
how close he came to success.  If he had just fidgeted a little bit more, he would have had it -- Seven-Up." 
 Fidgeting...Miss Switt was on to something.  You can often get discouraged in your orchid growing.  You 
spend a lot of money and time on your orchids only to see too many of them share the sad fate of Six-Up.  It 
makes you just want to GIVE-Up.  You may, however, be closer than you think to success.  Sometimes, all you 
have to do is fidget a little with your growing technique, and that little change will make a big difference in your 
orchid success. 
 GCK Dunsterville shares his classic "fidgeting" story in his book, ORCHID HUNTING IN THE LOST 
WORLD (AND ELSEWHERE IN VENEZUELA).  The president of Shell Oil, Dunsterville roamed the snake-
infested and mosquito-laden forests and rivers in search of Venezuela's 1200 wild orchids.  On one trip, he 
brought back a gorgeous specimen of Scuticaria steelei from Angel Falls.  To keep the dangling five-foot-long 
leaves out of the way, he hung it high under the plastic roof of his greenhouse.  Year after year, he hoped in vain 
for another sight of its magnificent, large flowers, but year after year, the plant refused to bloom.  One day, while 
reorganizing his greenhouse, he moved the plant to an identical spot but three feet to the left.  Very soon after 
this, the orchid burst into gorgeous bloom for the first time.  As Dunsterville remarked:  It is episodes like that 
that make orchid growing so fascinating, and which emphasize to us how much we still have to learn about what 
orchids do, or do not, like. 
 Diana S, Greater Las Vegas Orchid Society grower, had a similar fidgeting success.  She had a healthy 
specimen plant of Coelogyne lawrenceana, which sat on a lower shelf of her greenhouse.  Every year, the buds 
on the plant would hopefully swell and then all blast.  Finally, frustrated, she hung it high up near the roof of her 
greenhouse to get it out of the way.  The plant rewarded this small change by bursting into such glorious bloom 
that it earned an AOS award that year. 
 Fidgeting is really fine-tuning your orchid techniques and practices without making huge changes like 
building a greenhouse or throwing out all your orchids and starting again.  If you grow on a windowsill, fine-
tuning may mean putting up a sheer curtain to filter light.  If you grow under lights, fine-tuning may mean growing 
phalaenopsis instead of high-light big vandas.  If you have a greenhouse, fine-tuning may mean watering with 
reverse-osmosis instead of tap water.  These little changes are small things everyone can do to produce a better 
growing environment for our beloved orchids. 
 What can you fidget with to help your orchids? 
MOVE IT 
 For one thing, you can move your troublesome plant a little.  Every growing area has microclimates.  
Your high benches may get more light and be warmer than your lower benches.  The corner of your greenhouse 
may get less air movement than a central area.  The southwest side of the house can get more light than the 
northeast side.  Unbelievably, just moving a plant a few feet may give it a whole new environment and increase 
success. 
 Marni Turkel, famed potter and orchid grower, related that her Dendrochilum yuccaefolium disappoint-
ingly did absolutely nothing for years.  Frustrated, she roughly broke it up and moved the plant to an area with 
brighter light and more extreme temperatures.  Amazingly, it started to bloom on every division. 
 Bob Gordon, phalaenopsis genius points out:  Finding the right place to grow your phal is also important.  
If you have the wrong spot, nothing you can do will make them bloom.  If you have the right spot, almost nothing 
you can do will keep them from blooming. 
 Try mapping the microclimates in your growing area.  Light a candle and see where it flickers most.  A 
lot of air movement may dry out plants faster.  If the candle doesn't flicker at all, add a fan.  See how the place-
ment of windows or heaters or coolers affects the temperature at different times of day and at different seasons.  
One side of my growing area is ten degrees cooler than the other.  Moving an odontoglossum to the cooler side 
may make all the difference.  Humidity right next to my fogger is 10% higher than farther away from it.  Moving a 
phragmipedium to this wet place may really add to plant happiness. 
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 Make a physical map of your area using light meters, hygrometers and minimum/maximum thermometers to get 
your information.  Actually, stand in front of your fans, coolers, and windows and see if you are getting hit by desiccating 
hurricane winds, catching a chill, or getting too much sun in your eyes.  Mark different areas on your map with notations 
like "cool," "warm," "dry," "wet," "bright," "shady," and the like.  Then decide if your problem plant might benefit from a 
different spot. 
 You can also modify your growing area a little bit if you find it is too dry or too wet for your needs.  Decide what 
you want to change.  Too bright for a mottled-leaf paph?  Put up a little shade cloth.  Move it to a lower bench.  Too dry 
in one spot?  Add a mister or another fogger.  Too dark in your greenhouse?  Cut down a tree or add a bank of fluores-
cent lights.  Put up Mylar or white Styrofoam to reflect light.  Wash your windows.  Too cold?  Add insulation to reduce 
chilling of plants near an exterior wall.  Fiddle a little. 
 
HOLD ME, TOUCH ME 
 A little change you can make that will make a huge difference is to simply spend a little hands-on time with your 
beauties--even just five minutes a day.  Many folks water with a sprinkler or hose and rarely get close to their orchids 
unless they are in bloom or in trouble.  Resolve to spend a few minutes a day pushing, prodding, looking, touching, and 
getting to know your plants.  Slip one out of the pot and look at the roots.  Look under a few leaves and see if you have 
beasties.  Lift the pot and see if it is lighter than it was a few days ago.  Look at the potting mix and see if it looks like 
mud. 
 David Grove in "Learn to Think Like an Orchid", says observing your plant will help you learn to think like an or-
chid and make you a big success.  It is most important to focus on each plant's response to its environment and culture.  
Spending time with plants helps you to diagnose symptoms of distress as soon as they appear and even before they are 
visible.  Grove even speaks of a friend who came home for lunch so that he didn't have to go eight hours before seeing 
his orchids after his morning inspection!  Train yourself to be very observant of your plants, and allow them to tell you 
what they need.  There is a beautiful little village called Igls in the Austrian Alps with a house, which has three wooden 
flower boxes.  On the boxes is written, "Lassett Blumen Sprechen" which means "Let Flowers Speak".  Just spend time 
with your orchids and let them speak to you. 
 
GET POTTED 
 Want to do one easy, cheap thing that is guaranteed to help difficult plants?  Mike Levin, former president of the 
Las Vegas orchid club, feels that when an orchid--or an entire collection-- is not doing well, the best thing to do is to re-
pot the orchid in FRESH media.  As he says, "Repotting forces one to examine the roots, the lifeline of the orchid.  
Paphs especially love to be repotted, anytime, and even after just six months." 
 Members of our club in Las Vegas get many out-of-bloom hotel plants donated to the raffle.  Myra Lee Glassman 
in our club calls them Orchidis hotelis because they often don't have tags.  They are great plants to learn on, but mem-
bers know they have to CHANGE the media right away to give the plant a fighting chance of doing well.  Plants repotted 
into almost any media seem to give a sigh of relief.  Contrary to many, I put all my new purchases in fresh Aussie Gold 
mix, in bloom or not, as soon as they come in (with the exception of cattleyas).  My buds rarely blast, and I don't import 
any bugs. 
 Every five years or so a new darling mix comes out.  Orchid genius Harold Koopowitz says that it is living proof 
of how hardy orchids really are that they can withstand all these swings in mixes.  In "Cattleya Culture", Ned Nash de-
scribes one of the many bizarre mixes tried over the years.  He says Paul Gripp's first orchid job was collecting rat's 
nests from Topanga Canyon for Robert Chrisman to use in his cymbidium mix!  Resist the urge to put ALL your plants in 
the newest rats' nest potting mix.  Offer up just a few victims and see how they do.  Wait a year, and then assess your 
results. 
 Judy White in her beginners' series says you should check the roots when the plant has been in the mix for a 
few months.  If the roots are healthy, the mix is excellent.  If the roots are soggy, mushy, or black, the mix is not draining 
well and may not be aerated enough for your watering schedule and growing condition. 
 You can fine-tune your mix.  If it stays too wet, add a material that has better drainage and less water retention 
like charcoal, Alliflor, Styrofoam, perlite, or a coarser bark.  If your plants are staying too dry, you can add sphagnum 
moss, smaller bark, coconut chips, or Aussie Gold, a water-retentive diatomite.  Do you have a heavy hand with watering 
and a lot of humidity?  Switch to a clay pot.  Plastic pots hold twice as much water as clay pots.  Make lots more holes in 
your plastic pots to help drainage.  Do you fertilize a lot?  You probably need to change your mix more often.  Do you 
 



 

~ 11 ~ 

 
 want to reflect more light?  Put your plant in a white pot.  Potting a big plant?  Take the coarse stuff from the top of your 
potting mix.  Potting a tiny plant?  Dig down to get more of the fine crumbs on the bottom. 
 Dan Mumau and Mike Lawless in our Las Vegas Club experimented with different growing medium.  They found 
that their oncidium did best in clear plastic pots with sphagnum moss.  They had more root growth and no leaf wrinkling.  
Now they have repotted all their oncidiums, miltoniopsis and brassias with happy results. 
 You can also try taking some things out of mix and mounting them.  Dan and Mike now put many of their species 
and all their vandas on wood logs or mounts, removing them from baskets.  They are all doing much better with fat roots 
growing into the wood. 
 
LIZARD SPECIAL AND OTHER FERTILIZER 
 You can fidget with the kind, timing and amount of fertilizer you use, too.  Although some studies indicate that 
just about any fertilizer used weakly and weekly will do, people report amazing results with change.  I  myself could not 
get my multifloral paphs to bloom for two years.  I used a bloom booster fertilizer last fall for a month or two because that 
was what I had in the drawer.  I was thrilled when DOZENS of my paphs burst into glorious bloom at the same time.  My 
growths may simply have grown big enough to bloom, but I am a believer and am using bloom booster again this fall.  
Why argue with success?  I later read that paph expert Helen Congleton recommends cutting down on high nitrogen in 
the fall to initiate bloom, substantiating my happy results.  Bob Gordon, too, recommends lower-nitrogen fertilizer for 
phals in the fall spike-initiation period. 
 Scotty Nogaim in our Las Vegas club changed to fish emulsion when her orchids were reluctant to bloom and 
found that that change alone quickly initiated spikes in half a dozen shy bloomers.  Leslie Doyle, another successful 
member, started spraying her plants with a solution of Amazing Kelp, a water-soluble product loaded with micronutrients.  
During the growing season, she drenched her foliage, pouring the leftover solution through the roots.  She was amazed 
at the improved health of her plants.  Miles Hoffman in our club got phals to bloom by spraying on his fertilizer solution of 
something called "Liquid Karma" from Trader Joe's.  Carson Barnes in the article "Backyard Cloud Forest" says he 
started having great success when he applied his Lizard Special every time he misted or watered (lizard guano produced 
by his very own lizards).  Some folks find that NOT fertilizing for a watering or two and just drenching the soil with lots of 
water washes out undesirable accumulated fertilizer salts and helps plants. 
 Fidget with a lizard, foliar feeding, a new fertilizer, or a good drench. 
 
GETTING WET 
 Little changes in your watering practices can help, too.  It sometimes is confusing to figure out when to water an 
individual plant.  As Kevin Donahue says in "Orchids I Have Killed:  What Every Beginner Should Know: 
 It becomes difficult in large collections to remember that Plant A won't ever bloom if watered on the Harvest 
Moon and that Plant B needs exactly two and a half days in the freezer at the vernal equinox. 
 Diana S recommends grouping plants that have similar watering needs together.  Some plants need to be wa-
tered daily, and others need a dry rest.  Placing those plants together simplifies your watering. 
 Others suggest putting the thirsty plants in water-retentive medium and the "camels" in loose, open mix and wa-
tering them all together, simply varying the mix.  I changed my plants to Aussie Gold and can water them together since 
the mix cannot be overwatered. 
 Know your limits, too.  If you are a busy person and can get to your plants just once a week, avoid mounted 
plants and tiny plants that require daily attention.  If you travel a great deal, see if you can get some of your watering 
automatic with a sprinkling system or mister. 
 An important change you can make is to give your plants water that is similar to rainwater.  If you can, collect 
rainwater.  If your city water is very hard, think about buying a reverse-osmosis system or renting a deionized water tank.  
The thing that made the MOST difference in my growing was switching to deionized water.  Under no circumstance give 
your plants water that has been softened with salt.  You may change to potassium in your water softener for better wa-
tering results. 
 Judy W suggests an easy solution to your watering dilemma:  If you are still totally bewildered by watering and 
still can't figure out what to do, then use the most basic and simplistic rules of all:  Water plants in two-inch pots every 
three days.  Water plants in four-inch pots every five days.  Water plants in six-inch pots every week.  And if even that's 
too hard, water them all once a week.  The ones that die are too sissy for your collection anyway. 
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SALT-WATER FISH IN A FRESH-WATER TANK 
 Sometimes, you can fine-tune what you buy.  As Karen Ann Wilson says in "The Keys to Successful Orchid Cul-
ture," "You wouldn't want to put saltwater fish in a freshwater fish tank."  An orchid from the tropical lowland is not going 
to be happy in a cold place.  An orchid from a high mountain region, a cloud forest, won't like being outdoors in a typical 
warm Florida environment.  Find out what type of climate your orchid came from and prefers by reading, going on the 
web, or speaking to other orchid growers.  Then see IF you could grow it easily and reasonably well in your setup.  If you 
can't, you might decide not to buy it, to give it away, or--if you MUST have it--to see what you can do to make your area 
a little more like where your orchid is from. 
 When buying plants, you can decide to buy whatever pleases you and let it take its chances, a kind of horticul-
tural Darwinism.  If it makes it, it makes it.  OR you can purchase plants that have a fighting chance of surviving in condi-
tions you can reasonably provide.  OR you can buy more demanding plants and make little changes in your environment 
to make it more like the native orchid environment.  As Wes Addison says:  You can grow everything.  It gets down to 
what kind of conditions you can give them or are willing to give them.  Basically, I have a set of conditions in my green-
house, and the plants that will survive under these conditions are surviving and the ones that won't are dead.  If I want to 
grow the ones that died, then I would have to figure out where I went wrong and what needed to be done differently. 
 Karen Ann Wilson who lives in west-central Florida decided to limit herself to things that grew well in her environ-
ment.  She loved masdevallias and draculas, but they didn't love her.  As she says, "I have tried some of the more spec-
tacular cool-growing species with predictably fatal results."  Now, she restricts herself to a few species that are tolerant 
of warm-growing conditions.  You might restrict yourself to plants that like your growing conditions.  You might grow lots 
of pleurothallids and phalaenopsis under your lights but not vandas and dendrobium. 
 However, Clarice Dean, talented vice-president of our club, loves draculas and masdevallias and wanted to grow 
the cool ones in the hottest, driest desert on earth.  Clarice fidgeted a little and modified her culture to suit the orchids.  
She placed the plants right near the front of the swamp cooler.  The plants were placed on a gridless humidity tray in 
1/2" of filtered water.  Each plastic-potted plant was placed snugly in a clay pot with a close fit.  The water seeped into 
the clay pots and helped to cool and humidify the area around the plants.  The pots have drainage material in the bottom 
so the plants were not sitting directly in the water.  These little changes resulted in her bringing some gorgeous cool-
growers in gorgeous bloom to our desert meetings.  You can grow the impossible, but you will have to fidget a little. 
 In "A Pouch Fetish," Lenny Winter describes the little changes he made to make his phragmipedium feel more at 
home.  He read that his favorite Phrag pearcei grows along the banks of streams in Ecuador and Peru.  There is a rainy 
season from March to June, tapering but still humid and wet in August.  Then in September, October, and November 
there are showers, while December, January, February are the hot, dry months.  Lenny made some changes to make 
his environment match the native environment as much as possible.  Ingeniously, he set the plants in l/2 inch of water in 
a tray to simulate the rainy season.  By December, he began reducing the water in the trays.  In mid-January, he put the 
plants on wire racks above the water.  He watered the plants every third day, and in the "dry season" watered only every 
six days.  In September, the watering was every third day again, and by September, they were back in the water again.  
He made small changes that he said made a big difference. 
 When making changes, knowing where a plant is originally from can help with culture.  Marni Turkel tried to grow 
Dendrochilum longifolium, but it never bloomed.  She noticed that the tag said it was from the Kasipi swamp of Papua, 
New Guinea at high altitude.  She put it outside with her sobralias where it got extreme temperature from 30-90 degrees 
F, mimicking what she thought was the original environment.  To her delight, the orchid bloomed at last. 
  
ZAPPING THE LITTLE BEASTIES 
 Nothing is more discouraging than growing little creatures when you wanted to grow plants.  Little changes can 
result in many fewer bugs, bacteria, fungus and virus. 
 First, make sure that you wear gloves when you touch your plants and change gloves after cutting or potting a 
plant, anything that releases plant juices.  Try not to have the water from one plant spray on another plant.  Don't use a 
fingernail to cut off a spent blossom.  Assume everything you own has a virus or fungus and don't spread it. 
 Clean up your area.  Remove old sheaths where bugs can hide.  Reduce crowding of plants which causes less 
air movement and can lead to fungal and bacterial infection.  Chemical sprays also have a hard time reaching areas that 
are crowded. 
 Bacteria and fungus multiply under cool, moist conditions.  Water plants in the morning and have lots of fans 
blowing to dry out the leaves.  If you get a dark, mushy brown or black spot or area on your leaves or sunken purple or 
brown spots, immediately cut off the affected part with a new razor blade.  Discard razors after one use.  Razor blades  
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Spring for a new pot.  Second, never reuse potting  mix from one pot to another.  It is like sharing dirty underwear. 
 Test languishing or funny-looking plants for virus.  The literature suggests that established collections frequently 
have incurable virus.  There are testing facilities listed in the back of orchid magazines.  You will have to carefully isolate 
or handle such plants or throw them out. 
 Use the LEAST toxic chemical to treat your problem.  In our club, we swear by one tablespoon of ultra-fine horti-
cultural oil in a quart of rubbing alcohol to spray on bugs.  It is fabulous.  Although you don't want to eat or breathe this, it 
is a low-toxicity way to zap beasties.  Years ago, men used to use shake cyanide crystals from Mason jars with perfo-
rated lids on wet walkways to treat bugs.  Just because it is out there doesn't mean it can't harm you or your orchids.  
Start with just a little soapy water and don't rush to use a nuclear bomb on your plants. 
 
FIDGETING WITH YOUR SIMULTANEOUS EQUATION 
 Half the articles in orchid magazines are about how to fidget with your orchids.  They usually stress modifying 
one practice or techniques, treating it as though it were independent of all the others.  It is easier to tell someone to add 
more light or grow in moss, but this segmented approach is basically false.  Good growing needs a systems approach.  
When you fidget with one aspect of your growing, it will ultimately affect the others.  You must become sensitive to the 
whole growing set-up. 
 For example, Clarice Dean lives in the desert where it is very dry.  As part of her fidgeting, she started watering 
a great deal more with good success.  However, she points out that "I have found that most of my orchids  (cattleyas 
included) like to be evenly moist--but no soggy bottoms."  Her love of watering and her sprinkler system would have 
caused soggy bottoms, so she changed her potting mix, too, to Alliflor, a compacted aggregate (mixed with a little 
sponge rock and bark or coconut) which works beautifully for her in the desert. 
 Your growing area is a system with interrelated parts.  You must focus on your total environment and how each 
variable forms an optimal environment.  As Wes Addison, smart Tucson grower cleverly notes: 
 The greatest challenge is "creating a balance between water, light, nutrients, air movement and temperature.  It 
doesn't matter whether you are in the tropics or in the desert, you still have to deal with the same elements, and once 
you figure that out, your plants are going to do well.  Every time you change one of the elements you need for growing, it 
will have an effect on your plants.  When you have higher heat, you need to water more.  You need more air movement.  
You need to change something to take care of the additional water.  The challenge is trying to create an overall atmos-
phere with balance...with the correct amount of water, light, heat, humidity, air movement and nutrients to sustain the 
plants well." 
 
PUSHING OUT THE WALLS 
 Strangely, there is always room for one more plant in even the most crowded collections.  We just SQUEEZE it 
in.  Overcrowding is the inevitable consequence of our orchid addiction.  Like rabbits, the plants multiply when you shut 
off the lights at night.  You can make little changes that make use of your space more efficiently and alleviates over-
crowding that can block light and foster disease. 
 Downs Matthews in "How to Add to Your Collection without Building A New Greenhouse" suggests throwing out 
the dogs in your collection.  Bad plants take up room, too.  Relocate the inanimate objects like bark, pots, chairs, boxes 
to free up space for plants.  Use step benches to increase growing space.  Wire dividers separating benches can in-
crease the number of plants you can hang in wasted space.  Make efficient use of overhead space by installing PVC 
pipes from one end of the greenhouse to the other to hang plants.  Hang plants from a wheel of welded wire.  Hang 
chains from the ceiling and grow plants one below the other.  Run conduit fitted with wire hangers suspended in long 
rows.  Put wire mesh at the back of benches to hang more plants.  Use a tree or pillar to support tiers of shelves like a 
lazy Susan. 
 Dan Mumau and Mike Lawless purchased many single wire hook hangers from six to twelve inches long.  They 
installed electrical conduit pipe along the roof of the greenhouse and were able to get half the orchids off the benches 
and hang them high near the windows of the greenhouse for maximum light.  It is an easy thing to do that will make a big 
difference in your space. 
 
A FAREWELL TO ALGAE 
 When making changes, always be open to experimentation and accident.  Bud Mellott had a terrible time getting 
rid of algae in his greenhouse.  It took several unhappy people a full day of scraping with a squeaky blade and Clorox to 
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 get the glass clean.  One day, he was using a $6 garden hose attachment composed of a plastic jar and nozzle from 
Ortho to treat a distant plant.  When the plant crashed to the floor, he bent over and the powerful jet accidentally hit the 
window.  The algae peeled off like magic. 
 Pat Holland and Becky Biondi in our club went to the pet store and bought two electric fish tank oxygenators for 
$5 each and put them in a drum with water for their orchids.  They noticed a real improvement in their orchids with this 
super-oxygenated water. 
 Leslie Doyle uses bamboo-skewers in her pots to check moisture.  She puts the skewer in the north side of the 
pot to insure that the pot does not get turned, and if it does, that it is easy to tell.  Paphs often get an unattractively 
twisted flower stem if the orchid is turned while the spike forms.  This really helps. 
 Dan Mumau placed his phalaenopsis on their sides during the summer.  He had a few getting crown rot due to 
the high fog and water.  The plants don't bloom in the summer and this keeps the tops dry.  From November to May, he 
keeps them upright since he doesn't need as much fog or water in the cool months.  The plants love this innovative treat-
ment. 
 Iris Cohen gave up on her pebble trays years ago.  She says they were messy and spread bugs.  Now she uses 
18" x 25" heavy aluminum baking pans from a restaurant supply store.  You would be surprised at how many useful 
items for gardening you can find in a restaurant supply store."  She finds old oven and refrigerator shelves are just the 
right size for the baking pan.  The pots stand on them and the shelves are supported by overturned flowerpots.  She 
says it is a good way to store pots, and that eggcrate is expensive.  When the trays are full, she siphons the water into a 
pail with a ketchup pump.  When company comes, she cleans trays and uses 1/2 tsp. Physan for algae.   
 Jane Green places her orchid pots inside champagne buckets and vases filled with a little water.  The orchids 
roots grow down toward the water. 
 Sometimes, you just have to keep changing just a bit.  I started growing under fluorescent lights, plain old fluo-
rescent bulbs.  Little bloomed.  So I changed to full-spectrum fluorescent lights.  Many paphs and phals bloomed but not 
my cattleyas.  I changed to High Intensity Discharge sodium bulbs that were brighter but I couldn't stand the yellow color.  
I changed to HID full spectrum Agrosun bulbs but I bloomed everything but cattleyas.  I upped my HID bulbs from 250 
watt to 400 watt, but I still didn't have good cattleya blooming.  I fidgeted once again and put in TWO 400 watt fixtures in 
my space, and voila, my cattleyas bloomed.  It was seven-up all over again. 
 Keep fidgeting and trying and experimenting.  You are closer to success than you think. 
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Bloom Table 

On Right 

Asctm. miniatum   

Presented by Emily Clarkson 
 

On Left 

Cycnodes Jumbo Puff  

Presented by Scott Hadley 

On Left 

Paph. Venustum var. measuresianum 

Presented by Emily Clarkson 
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Ryan Says… 
 Here’s something you should know that sometimes causes confusion among orchid newbies 
which is knowing the difference between genus and species. 
 
 The most common Dendrobium today is by far the "Dendrobium phalaenopsis."  And yes, 
this IS in fact a Dendrobium variety.  But be careful.  The Dendrobium Phaelanopsis should NOT 
be confused with the very popular Phaelanopsis or "Moth" orchid. 
 
 What's the difference, you ask?  Whenever discussing orchids, the first name that you see is the "Genus" of the 
plant - for example Dendrobium - and when written it should always be capitalized. 
 
 The second name that you see is the "species" of  the plant, which is a specific variety of that  
Genus.  It should always be lower-case. 
 
 In our case of Dendrobium phaelanopsis - "Dendrobium" is the genus and "phalaenopsis" is  
the species.  (technically, the proper name for this variety is Dendrobium *bigibum* - but it rarely goes by this name...) 
 
 So to answer our earlier question, What's the difference between Dendrobium phaelanopsis and a  
plain old Phalaenopsis?  Take a look at the tag on your plant. If the first name on your tag is "Dendrobium" and it's 
capitalized, then you have a dendrobium orchid on your hands.   
 
 If the first name is "Phalaenopsis" and it's capitalized then your orchid is a Phalaenopsis. 
 
 Now if your orchid only has ONE name, don't despair.  It's safe to assume that the name refers to the      GE-
NUS of your plant. 
 
 So to sum things up: The popular "Dendrobium phalaenopsis" is in fact a Dendrobium - NOT a  
Phalaenopsis variety. 

 

Treating Cold Damaged Orchids 
Dr Martin Motes 

The extraordinarily prolonged cold of the last weeks has caused damages to orchids that would not have been af-
fected under more normal circumstances. Cold damage appears on orchids as whitening of the foliage and stems. 
The white gradually turns to brown as the effected tissue dies. Often this dead tissue simply dries and the damage is 
limited to the unsightly patches that are left. Frequently, however, the damaged tissue is infected with bacterial rot 
which can spread in the plant and cause further damage.  
  
Softening of the edges of the cold damaged areas or oozing of brown fluid indicates bacterial infection. Removal of 
the leaf or stem is a simple but somewhat drastic solution. If one is loath to lose so much of the plant, the most effec-
tive treatment for bacterial infection is treatment with cupric hydroxide (Kocide or Champion) which should if possible 
be combined in equal parts with mancozeb(Manzate or Dithane M45).  
  
This combination is packaged, pre-mixed as Junction. By adding a small amount of water to the chemicals in a jam, 
one can make a slurry that can be brushed on the lesions. An old toothbrush is efficient in applying this and your 
dentist will be happy to have it out of your mouth. Any left over slurry can be placed on a high shelf (brush and all) 
and re-hydrated later. This stuff is also the cure for those soft spots that appear on Phal. leaves in summer.  
  
Be cautious when making the slurry not to inhale any of the dust and never, never, dust these chemicals 
without wearing a mask. 
  
For large collections, with extensive damage, one tablespoon per gallon of cupric hydroxide and mancozeb can be 
sprayed. Mix the two and wait an hour or more before spraying. Do not apply this mixture to dendrobiums or to 
bromeliads which are hyper-sensitive to copper. 
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Orchid Lovers Club of  Spring Hill 
                                                        

Presents  

 
Festival of Orchids 

        
Saturday, March 26 and Sunday, March 27 

 
                           10 AM to 4 PM 
          SNPJ Lodge 
                             13383 County Line Road 
                                            Spring Hill, FL 34609 
 

                                  
 
 
 Orchid displays, orchids /supplies for sale, and potting/advice booth  
      Free parking. Entry fee of $2 includes hourly orchid plant raffle. 
 

Directions: 3 miles east of Mariner Blvd on County Line Rd. or 2.3 miles west of US 41 on County Line Rd.   

From the Suncoast Parkway, exit at County Line Rd. and go west about  ½  mile.   

                                  Call (352) 597- 3736 or (727) 856 -3485 for more information 
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Reed-Stemmed Epidendrums 
These colorful orchids brighten the landscape and the greenhouse. 

By Andy Phillips and Cynthia Hill 
  With their vivid long-lasting flowers, vigorous growth and forgiving nature, it would be difficult to name an orchid more ideal for 
the novice grower than a reed-stem Epidendrum.  They have sometimes been called the poor man's orchid for several reasons: they 
were affordable and widely available during times when most orchids could be cultivated only by the wealthy; they are easily propa-
gated, yielding many plants from one stem; and they are tolerant of a wide range of growing conditions, including outdoors.  They 
also have the advantage of being relatively free of insects and flowering reliably throughout the year.  If you are new to orchid grow-
ing, with reed-stem epidendrums you can enjoy a riot of colorful orchid blooms all year with minimal care. 
 

Epidendrums in Nature 
   Plants of the diverse genus Epidendrum are native to the tropical Americas, from South Carolina (Epidendrum conopseum) south 
through Mexico and Central America to Argentina.  These orchids are extremely variable in habitat requirements. They can be found 
at elevations from sea level to 12,000 feet, growing in climes ranging from seasonally dry tropical forests to grassy slopes in full sun 
to hot steamy jungles to cool, damp cloud forests.  Most are epiphytic, many are lithophytic and still others are terrestrial.  They are 
now worldwide in distribution introduced and naturalized in most subtropical and tropical countries, including well-watered yards in 
Southern California and in South Florida.  Often people have been growing these orchids in their yards for years without realizing it. 
   The number of species in the genus varies varies depending on which taxonomist you ask.  At one time, the genus Epidendrum 
included those plants now classified as the genus Encyclia (around 250 species), Osterdella (40 to 70 species, many in isolated areas 
and perhaps extinct in the wild), Psychilus (15 species) and Nanodes (30 species), which includes the species Epidendrum porpax 
and Epidendrum medusae.  Current estimates place the number of Epidendrum species at around 900. 
How to Choose an Epidendrum 
   Look for strong, healthy, well-established plants with little or no spotting and no color distortion on the stems or leaves.  A vigor-
ous root system with actively growing root tips at the surface of the potting mix and down through the drainage holes is ideal.  Many 
reed-stem epidendrums are susceptible to a leaf spotting fungus that causes round brown spots on the undersides of the leaves, but 
which does not seen to adversely affect the health or flowering of the plant. 
   Choosing a plant with new plantlets attached to the stem brings a bonus.  Many epidendrums develop keikis (Hawaiian term for 
"babies"), which are new vegetative growths produced on old stems and flower spikes.  Once these keikis develop their own 2- to 4-
inch-long roots, they can easily be detached from the stem and planted individually in pots. 
   Before acquiring any orchid, it is essential that you understand your own growing conditions, and then compare those with the 
plant's requirements.  Carefully consider what temperature range, light level, humidity and water quality you can provide.  Determine 
if the plant will be grown indoors or outside and how much growing space you have available.  Know how many times a week you 
will be able to water.  Have your water analyzed to determine if it has a high level of dissolved salts and minerals, which are detri-
mental to the health of some plants.  (Salt buildup appears as a crusty white residue on the pot, roots and the leaves.)  True reed-stem 
epidendrums are tolerant of poor water quality.  Some epidendrums, however, are sensitive to damaging salts and other minerals 
such as iron, and need rainwater or deionized water to thrive.  As a general rule, warmer-growing plants found at lower elevations 
are more salt-tolerant than high-elevation, cooler-growing species that generally receive pure rainwater in their native habitats.  If 
your local water supply is high in salts, you may want to consider a reverse-osmosis (RO) system or collect rainwater for those plants 
sensitive to water quality.  If you are unsure about your water, you may want to contact you local water department for an analysis. 
Growing Conditions 
   Reed-stem epidendrums grow readily in almost any setting, whether in a pot, mounted on a cork slab, or in raised flowerbeds out-
doors, as climate permits.  Some volunteer plants have even sprouted on the roof of the greenhouse. 
   Fertilizer:    These orchids require copious amounts of fertilizer.  When fertilized regularly they respond immediately with denser 
flower spikes, greener, stronger leaves and more robust roots.  Use any balanced fertilizer according to manufacturers' recommenda-
tions.  Plants grown in lower light (such as inside in northern climates) need less nitrogen; high nitrogen fertilizer in low light will 
result in long, leggy, straggling growths. 
   Light:    Reed-stem epidendrums need bright light, even full sun, for strong, sturdy growths. 
   Watering:    These orchids are generally forgiving of water frequency and quality.  Be sure to water copiously, letting water drain 
out of the bottom of the vessel, to prevent mineral buildup in the mix.  Keep the roots moist year round, but, as for most orchids, do 
not let the plant sit in water. 
   Temperature:    They can tolerate a wide range of temperatures and most can handle near-freezing conditions.  As a rule, provide 
day temperatures of 60 to 90 F (and 30 to 70 F at night).  In northern latitudes, move the plant outside after the threat of frost has 
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passed, being careful to avoid sun burning the leaves when moving plants outside in the spring.  At the first hint of frost in the au-
tumn, bring the plants indoors, but be sure to check for and remove any insects.  Note that Epidendrum cinnabarinum and many of its 
primary hybrids are not tolerant of low temperatures (below 55 F) for extended periods. 
   To keep your reed-stem plant tidy, remove old flower spikes and stems down to the base by snapping them clean with your fingers 
or cutting with sterile clippers. This makes room for strong, new basal growths, while discouraging keikis from forming that produce 
shorter, smaller spikes and turn into messy, tangled plants if left untended. Plants grown in low light will may need to be staked, 
while those growing in full sun are usually self-supporting. 
   When growing outdoors in raised beds, you can mix many color forms of the same species, if desired.  However, combining sev-
eral species in one bed or tub often leads to competition and overgrowth of one species to the detriment of others.  In subtropical and 
tropical climates, reed-stem epidendrums n subtropical and tropical climates, reed-stem epidendrums make handsome container 
plants for patios and pool areas. 
Potting, Repotting and Planting Outdoors 
   For Epidendrum secundum, Epidendrum radicans and Epidendrum ibaguense, almost any planting mix will do, because these are 
extremely tolerant of soil conditions.  These three species make a spectacular display in raised planter beds or in tubs or pots.  You 
can use old potting mix from your other orchids for potting these epidendrums, but it should be sterilized.  Otherwise, use a potting 
mix, or make your own mix or large or small bark amended with any combination of perlite, moss, charcoal, sand or gravel.  Either a 
plastic or clay pot is fine (clay needs watering more often). Repotting or replacing raised beds is generally not necessary, although 
plants do need to be top-dressed with additional mix as the mix decomposes or is washed away during watering.  For Epi. cinnabari-
num, and oerstedellas and their hybrids, it is best to choose a fast draining mix of one part medium bark, one part fine bark, and one 
part perlite and replace the medium every 12 to 18 months. 
Pest and Diseases 
   Reed-stem epidendrums grown outdoors are relatively free of insects.  Occasional encounters with aphids can be treated be spray-
ing with an insecticidal soap or Orthene 75 percent WP (wettable powder), thoroughly covering flower heads and new growths. Fol-
low the directions for repeat applications. 
   A slug or snail can make a meal or several flower heads in a single night.  The new, nontoxic iron-phosphate-based slug and snail 
bait (available as Sluggo or Escar-Go) appears to be effective slug and kind to humans and other inhabitants of a yard.  It is safer and 
longer lasting than other snail and slug killers, such as metaldehyde, and equally efficient. 
   Ant colonies in the potting mix or nearby will often lead to scale infestations the can be difficult to eradicate.  Sprinkle Diazinon 
around the perimeter of the plant, carefully following the manufacturer's instructions and safety recommendations. 
   In a greenhouse, mealybugs can be problematic on new growths and developing flower spikes.  Treat the entire plant by drenching 
the pot and thoroughly spraying the new growths with insecticidal soap or Orthene 75 percent WP, being sure to follow the applica-
tion schedule recommended by the manufacturer. 
   Reddish, shriveled foliage indicates poor root health, most likely due to the root fungus Rhizoctonia.  Infection can be controlled 
using Benomyl-related compounds such as Clearys 3336 WP or Ban-Rot, the the disease is best prevented in the first place by regu-
lar repotting in fresh mix. 
   Foliage that is distorted or streaked in irregular patterns, in checkerboard shades of green becoming black squares with age, could 
indicate the plant is infected with a pathogen such as Tobacco Mosaic Virus (TMV).  Irregular color and streaking patterns on the 
sepals or the petals of the flowers could be a sign of Colorbreak Virus.  If you suspect a plant is infected with virus, I recommend 
destroying it, or at least isolating it from the rest of your plants. Plant viruses are spread by fingernails, aphids and other sucking in-
sects, as well as by using nonsterilized cutting tools or pots.  You can use disposable latex gloves when handling and repotting your 
plants to minimize the risk of cross-contamination.  There is currently no treatment for these plant viruses. 
How to Encourage Plants to Flower 
   Reed-stem epidendrums are floriferous.  In the rare instance of a reluctant bloomer, the most common cause is not enough 
light.  Relocating the plant to a spot where it receives as much sunlight as possible and fertilizing regularly should remedy the prob-
lem. 
Epidendrums to Grow 
   Epidendrum secundum (Andes of South America) has an upright, clumping growth habit with roots emerging from the base of the 
stems, at or below soil level.  It readily forms keikis on old flower spikes.  The leafy stems range from 1 to 30 inches, producing a 
ball of 30 to 40 brilliantly colored 1-inch flowers on 18 inch terminal spikes.  Colors range from white to yellow, pink, orange and 
purple, and all shades in between.  A well-grown plant produces abundant spikes throughout the year.  It benefits from fertilizer, and 
thrives when grown in full sun, in a rich, fast-draining humus mix.  It will tolerate temperatures down to freezing for brief periods, 
but not below. 
   Epidendrum radicans (Mexico to Panama) possesses a low-lying, freely branching growth habit, producing roots along the length  
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of the stem.  Stems range from 4 inches to 2 feet in length, producing upright terminal 6- to 15-inch-tall spikes with up to 10 vivid, 
reddish-orange, 1-inch flowers that are open at any one time.  The flowers open in succession over several months, with up to 40 
flowers per inflorescence.  It does well in full sun to partial shade.  This species is tolerant of temperatures down to freezing. 
   Epidendrum ibaguense (Colombia and Venezuela) grows like Epi. radicans, but clumps more, with roots emerging on the lower 
half of the cane.  Arching branches up to 18 inches, with flower spikes another 18 inches, end in a dense head of 1 1/4 -inch reddish-
yellow to purple flowers with a yellow lip.  There can be up to 50 flowers on a stem, with 20 open at a time.  The species has an es-
pecially attractive growth habit and grows quickly, filling containers rapidly.  It takes full sun to partial sun in hot climates, and can 
tolerate temperatures down to freezing, but not below. 
   Epidendrum cinnabarinum (Brazil) is a robust, erect and clumping plant, resembling a large Epi. secundum, often reaching up to 4 
feet.  The 30-inch-tall flower spikes produce dense heads of up to 40 flowers, with as many as 10 open at one time.  Flowers are 
large, up to 2 inches, colored orange to red to pink with a yellow lip.  Ideally, this plant is grown outdoors in full sun in South Florida 
and Hawaii.  Snap back stems to base after flowering.  This species is particularly susceptible to root fungus (Rhizoctonia) when 
stressed by cool temperatures.  It is tolerant of only short periods of cold (night temperatures below 55 F). 
Try Oerstedellas 
    Some species of Epidendrum have been transferred by taxonomists to the genus Oerstedella, although they are still widely known 
and sold as epidendrums.  They are distinguished from other epidendrums by their unique flower structure and growth habit, thin 
leaves and warty leaf sheaths that cover the stems.  They range in height from 6 inches to 14 feet.  These thick rooted plants are gen-
erally epiphytic, with the larger species being terrestrials.  Brightly colored, 1/2 to 1 1/2 inch flowers in many colors typically last up 
to several months.  Most of these are intermediate to cool growing (60 to 85 F during the day and 48 to 65 F at night).  A 10 to 15-
degree drop at night is beneficial .  They require frequent watering because of their thin leaves and narrow stems, and can desiccate 
quickly in hot climates if not well-rooted.  They thrive with high humidity and air circulation, and are sensitive to water quality. 
Oerstedellas in pots are highly susceptible to Rhizoctonia root fungus, which can be best prevented by repotting every 12 to 18 
months. 
    Oerstedella pseudowallisii (Panama and Costa Rica) is free-flowering year round.  Plants are up to 24 inches tall, flowers appear 
on short spikes, are well rounded with heavy substance, in shades of pale, creamy yellow with red spotting and a white lip, and last 
for two to three months.  This is a warm to intermediate grower. 
    Oerstedella centradenia (Costa Rica) is compact and vigorous, but can also be a rangy grower, with stems 8 inches on average, 
although some reach 3 feet.  It flowers from late winter to early spring, bearing dense heads of 1-inch lilac flowers on short spikes 
that last two months.  It grows well potted or mounted, and yields keikis freely.  It is tolerant of heat and cold. 
    Oerstedella schweinfurthiana (El Salvador) is an aggressive terrestrial, reaching 15 feet.  It flowers from midsummer to autumn on 
spikes with more than 100 rounded flowers that last up to three months.  The sepals and petals are suffused with orange-purple in-
side, purple outside, yellow-tipped sepals, lavender lip.  Easy to grow, it thrives in full sun.  This species is frost hardy to a least 28 
F. 
More Epidendrums for the Beginner 
    These epidendrums are easy to grow and make a spectacular sight. 
    Epidendrum raniferum (Mexico to Central America) and Epidendrum pfavii (Costa Rica and Panama) are two species that pro-
duce upright canes to 4 feet, with pendulous heads of flowers that emerge on the same canes year after year (so do not cut 
them).  Epidendrum raniferum's 2-inch flowers are light green, finely spotted red with a white, four-lobed lip, and last all sum-
mer.  Epidendrum pfavii sports 1 1/2-inch hot-pink flowers. 
    Epidendrum pseudepidendrum (Costa Rica and Panama) is free-flowering year round.  Its upright canes can reach 5 feet.  This 
warm growing species is not cold tolerant, and is extremely susceptible to leaf-spotting.  The astonishing long-lasting flowers have 
apple-green sepals and petals, and a waxy orange lip that feels like molded plastic.  Do not remove spikes after flowering as they will 
rebloom year after year. 
    Epidendrum parkinsonianum (Mexico and Central America) and Epidendrum falcatum (Mexico) have unusual pendent freely-
branching growth habits with falcate, succulent leaves up to 20 inches.  These plants tolerate both heat and cold, and will grow in 
bright light to shade.  Mount them for best results. Epidendrum parkinsonianum produces up to eight 5-inch star-shaped green flow-
ers with a white, three-lobed lip.  Epidendrum falcatum bears 3-inch flowers that are white with a slight blush.  Both are fragrant at 
night and bloom in the late spring. 
    Reed-stem epidendrums pay many dividends in the garden or greenhouse; they are easy to care for, affordable, widely available, 
tolerant of diverse growing conditions and are robust growers with many flowers in every color of the rainbow. Epidendrums can 
reward the orchid grower with a wealth of brilliant flowers all year long. 

Author’s permission is required to reproduce this article. 
Andy Phillips is the owner of Andy's Orchids, where he raises more than 2,300 orchid species and 120,000 plants. ·  

734 Oceanview Avenue, Encinitas, California 92024.   
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The business cards which you see on this page and the two pages 
which follow are vendors who support us with furnishing plants for 
our auction, belong as a member or purchase space to participate in 
our Show and Sale.  We immensely value and appreciate them.  At 

times their cards are relocated to other parts of the newsletter. 
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