
 

 ~ ~ 

  

Florida West Coast             

Orchid Society 

¶ The Folks Who Make it Happen Pg 2  

¶ From the President Pg 3  

¶ New members Pg 3  

¶ About Our Speaker Pg 4  

¶ May Bloom Table Pg 5  

¶ Sneaky Orchids Fake Infection to Fool 

Flies -  article by Jane J Lee Pg 6       

¶ Meetings and Events  Pg 7  

¶ Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes P 8  

¶ The Duke, the Gardener & the Glass House 

P 10  

Orchid News &Views 
June 2011 Volume 9  No  6 

Meeting Information  

June 9, 2011                                                                                        
7:00  pm Educational Class:  

Cheryl Finke on ñGrowing Back-Bulbsò 

7:30 pm Featured Speaker:  Francisco Miranda 

ñGrowing Brazilian Orchids Part IIIò  

  

Our speaker will have orchids for 

sale and we will be having a 

plant raffle this meeting. 

Remember to bring food 

The Florida West Coast Orchid Society (FWCOS) Meets 

every 2nd Thursday of the month at Pinellas County Exten-

sion Center,  12520 Ulmerton Rd, Largo.     . 

Operating Procedures for Membership 

Membership: The term of membership shall be for the calendar 

year.  Annual dues for the first annual member in a household 

shall be $20.00, each additional annual member in a house-

hold and not receiving a newsletter shall be $15.00.  Lifetime 

membership is $200.00.  If you wish to have a paper copy of 

the newsletter mailed to you rather than email, the cost is an 

additional $10.00 per year.  The actual cost to mail the twelve 

monthly newsletters is $18.00 annually per subscription. 
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FWCOS  Board of  Directors 2011 

Treasurer:: Chad Whetstone 

727-535-6980 

whetstonec@aol.com  

2nd VP: Ruth Cannon 

Auction Chairwoman 

727-550-7993 

gramorchid@gmail.com 

3rd VP: Scott Hadley     

Educational Programs 

727-343-1002                                                                       

scotthadley99@yahoo.com 

Secretary:  Leslie Belew 

727-867-7849 

lesliebelew@verizon.net 

Director:  Brett Ullery 

813-299-8835 

brettullery@gmail.com 

    2010-2012 Trustees: 

Tina Kendall 

813-486-1029 

tdkendall@tampabay.rr.com 

Jennifer Upchurch 

Show Committee Co-Chair 

727-517-6460 

jen.orchidfreak@gmail.com 

2009ñ2011 Trustees: 

Roy Finley 

727-866-2435 

us029817@mindspring.com 

Brent Finke 

Chairman, Show Committee 

727-460-4606  

brent@irbhardware.com 

Corinne Arnold 

Field Trips & Events 

 727-447-2898  

parnold3@tampabay.rr.com 

2011ñ2013 Trustees 

Tiffany Swigart 

727-642-6854 

tiffsorchids@hotmail.com 

Membership Chairwoman 

Diane Jones   
   
Submit change of address or email to: 
djones9@tampabay.rr.com 
14541 Iroquois Ave. 
Largo, Fl 33774   
    

FWCOS  Orchid News & Views   

                            

Jennifer Upchurch, Editor 

Submit Content & Advertising to: 

jen.orchidfreak@gmail.com 

P.O. Box 306 

Tarpon Springs, Fl 34688 

 
Content must be received by one week past the monthly meet-
ing for inclusion in the following months newsletter.  Ads 
must be in high resolution  (at print size)  Picture format: 
.TIF, .GIF, .JPG or .PDF .   Submit content via email, CD  
or USB flash drive. 

President: Cheryl Finke 

727-420-7230 

cfinke@tampabay.rr.com 

1st VP: Bill Nunez      

Programs/Speakers 

813-918-4546 

biddison22@aol.com 
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      From our President 

Hello all, 

I hope everyone has recovered from the Redlands trip.  When I got home I 
crashed at 9pm and did not wake up until 8am the next day.  All the orchids I 
purchased had to fair the night still in their bags.  There were lots of  vendors, I 
think more than last year. That was encouraging to see. It started to get really 
hot and busy about 1pm, which was great because I think many of  us were already starting to 
wind down and head for the bus about that time.  I want to thank all those that attended the bus 
trip. Your support for events like this make the society and camaraderie all come together with 
òorchid loversó. 

I wanted to thank Jim Roberts for such a wonderful hands-on program at the May meeting.  De-
flasking and dippling seedlings in to media.  I hope many of you enjoyed it. It isnõt very often we 
get an opportunity to do hands on projects.  Jim always has great and interesting programs when 
he comes to FWCOS.  We are making arrangements to have more flasks for FWCOS members 
to deflask and take home. 

We are getting in to the hot summer days and rains so watch out for the start of  fungus and bac-
terial rots. Make sure your plants dry out. Protect them with some shade cloth or Aluminet if  you 
grow outside. The direct sun can be 9000-10,000 FC (foot candles) and can cause sunburn on a 
plant with tender new growths really quick. 

It has a quiet May for orchid events, but it is very nice to see many plants in bloom 

See you in June, and happy growing. 

Cheryl Finke 

 
The following people joined FWCOS in the last 2 months, we wish to  
welcome them into our society: 
Margaret Lepore of  Largo 
Charlotte Mason of  Belleair Beach, 
Maureen Meagher of  Belleair, 
Richard Neilan of  Kenneth City  
Barbara Stayer of  Largo.  
We hope that you take advantage of  all the resources that we have to offer and if  we can help 
you with your plants please let us know.  We have lots of  experts to help you.  See you at the 
meeting! 
Sincerely, 
Diane Jones 
Membership Chairman 
djones1454@yahoo.com 

 

From our Membership Chairwoman  
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Our Featured Speaker 

     This month we are very pleased to have  
world renowned taxonomic orchid expert and 
author Francisco Miranda of  Miranda Orchids 
back to speak to our society again, presenting 
part 3 of  his series on growing Brazilian orchids. 
 
     Francisco Miranda was born in Rio de Ja-
neiro on February 6, 1956.  He has been grow-
ing orchids since 1979, the same year he got his 
degree in Biology.  He began his taxonomic 
studies in the orchid family in 1981, during 
which time   he lived from March to November 
in the city of  Manaus, state of  Amazonas, in the 
middle of  the Amazon region.  During 1982, 
back in Rio de Janeiro, he began taking regular 
field trips to Minas Gerais and Espírito Santo, 
mainly searching for rupiculous Laelia species in 
their natural habitats.  From 1983 to mid 1985, Francisco went back to Manaus, where he began 
his Masterõs degree and also made extensive field trips to Rondonia and the area of  the future 
dam of  Tucuruí, in the state of  Pará.   
     From the hundreds of  herbarium specimens Francisci prepared during that time, many new 
species were described in subsequent years, mostly in Catasetum and Mormodes.  In  mid-1985, 
Francisco finished his Masterõs degree with his thesis being òsection Cattleyodes of the genus 
Laeliaó and since that time he has continued to make frequent field trips to the habitats of  the 
Brazilian laelias.   All these years of  orchid field research have resulted in many new species be-
ing discovered as already said and described in several scientific papers published in Brazilian, 
German and U.S. publications.  Francisco has also authored two books, the first one published 
in Japan, from which he wrote about one third of  it including orchids from the eastern coast of  
Brazil plus central region and mountains of  Minas Gerais and Bahia states.  Franciscoõs second 
book was finished in 1996 on the orchids of  the Brazilian Amazon region. These two books are 
not taxonomic treatments, but instead illustrated guides on very interesting Brazilian areas.   
     In 1996 Francisco was the Program Chairman for the 15th WOC in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  
Since 1988, the author has traveled world wide with the main purpose of  giving lectures to Or-
chid Societies on several different subjects covering Brazilian orchids. From 1986 to 2000 he had 
an orchid nursery in Rio de Janeiro, Orquidário Boa Vista, specializing in producing superior cul-
tivars of  Brazilian orchid species.   Since 2000 Francisco and his family have lived in Haines City, 
Florida where he owns and operates Miranda Orchids, an orchid nursery where high-quality spe-
cies in the Cattleya alliance are being produced, continuing Orquidário Boa Vista's tradition.  
Since 2001, he has been a qualified Taxonomic Authority for the American Orchid Society, spe-
cializing in the determination of  Brazilian orchids, mainly of the Cattleya alliance. 
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Bloom Table  

May 12,2011  

 

 

 

Epidendrum floribundum X Encyclia 

cordigera 

Grown by Cheryl Finke 

Cattleya leopoldii 

Grown By Bill Nunez 

Cattleya leopoldii 

Grown by Bill Nunez 

Most of our members agree , bifoliate 

Cattleyas do best mounted like Bill has 

his. 


