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From Our
President

Hello all,
Sorry | have missed the last two society meetings. One was a planng

tion the other was job related and out of my control. | plan to be pres
the May meeting. :
| was back ofime to participate in our annual Orchid auction Apfil\AM@ started the auc

tion about 9:15am and went to about 3pm. We had a nice variety of plants for sale. Ijfeel
there was some competition from the FI. Native Orchids liquidation sale, but all in allgve
ended up in the blackwant to thank Chad Whetstone for allowing us to put the unsoljl or-
chids back in his greenhouse for storage and tending.

Now that the hot weather is upon us, be sure to watch for the summer storms and wgtch fo
unexpected fungus to show up on your pldinsgems the thrips are back this year with §
vengeanceA good dose of Orthene can help control théfth the hot and windy

weather, your Vandas may benefit from two watering daily if they are not potted. Theq evapc
ration rate when it is hot can easily dehydrate plants.

We have a Membersdé Pl ant sal e &l2Nodau | @ d
12350 Ridge Road in Largo.

If you are interested in becoming an AOS Judge; testing and interviews will be Friday, May
20" at USF.For more information, please contact me for specifics.

Our next big event for planning will be our Annual Orchid Show (Orchidi&afe) Sept

30n for set up and Judgin@ct 1 and ® the show will be open to the public. We always

need volunteers for the weekend to help with anything from carrying plants to cars, \lendor
set up, potting booth, educational classes, entry fees, culture questions and much mpre.

| would like to make a request of the membership. Is there anyone willing to take ovqr the
raffle for Brent Finke. He is unable to stay to the end of the meetings to do the rafflejHe
will give you a full tservice on performing this monthly servitlease let Brent know if

you are interesteokent@irbhardware.com

| look forward to seeing everyone next month.

Happy growing,
Cheryl


mailto:brent@irbhardware.com

- plant selections.

Jim Roberts has been growing Orchids
over 25 years in climates rangrng from
cold Mrnnesota to hot SW Florida grow— |
o ing conditions. He has traveled exten—, :
sively in search of orchid treasures in
Hawaii, South America, and Europe,
seeking the plants that will grow and
~bloom best for his clients. -
. Formerly, Jim has had careers of mort- '
gages, retail management, teaching and
music. He now leads  Florida SunCoast
Orchids in its quest to become one of
- the prime growers and suppliers to the
retail hobbyist market for quality orchid.

The following exerpt about Jim and his orchids is from an article that-ap- ~
peared in Bradenton.com on May 2, 2010 and has been edited to fit here.

“The colors take your breath away. Deep reds and dark purples, bright yellows, brilliant
oranges. You gaze over the foothall field:sized greenhouse at the thousands of or-
“chids that hang from.ceilings and walls or sit in clay pots on long sheres Their owner
Jim Roberts, bends his tall lanky frame over a specimen, carefully checkrng its broad, °
flat green leaves. Myriad need-to-dos, like hand-watering 10,000 orchids, swirl

Ithrough his_head nWhen L walk iln, . thilnk
But get Roberts talking about the exotic flowers he works with every day and his pas—

sion i'_'S'unrestralned '_nIt i s the hlstorlo
most,o he said.- AiThey are a fascrnatlng b

of the more than 30,000 species keeps him enthralled. But Roberts is as unique as
the orchids he grows

nIove had -at "least 'six careers, o0 he 'said..

© classical music scholar and a Northwest Airline- group wholesaler has four bachelor i

degrees from St. Olaf College in Minnesota. He turned orchid farmer nine years ago,
converting a passion that started in college into a business.
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A.--profess.or. had an orchid on his.desk and
asked about it, his professor, knowing Ro
know you and you donét want to know, 0 he
days later he had two orchids of his own and has spent the next 30 years reading and
learning as much as he could about the plants.

Florida Suncoast Orchids is a five-acre spread in:Myakka City where Roberts and a -
part-time assistant grow Cattleya, Phalaenopsis, Dendrobium, Vanda and Encyclia or-
chids., He has traveled the world in searc
things of beauty. and wor tohadelicaegellavddgns . One
drobium Gatton Sunray d is a division of an orchid from the Virgin Islands that dates

back to the 1920s.

AOrchids have been an tardent 'passion 't
F1{ ori da nine years '‘ago _and found:-that
was taking, he decided to turn his hobby into a business. He started with a small
greenhouse in Venice and eventually moved to Myakka City. He invested his money in
property and a greenhouse and developed a business plan. But he soon found that
the orchid industry was going through some drastic changes as tax breaks and incen-
tives gave foreign imports a boost.

AFl orida is. still. . a maj or. pr oduce-r of  orcgc
the marketplace have whittled down the competition. Roberts has good friends who

0]

hr
he:

found they just couldndét compete with the
Orchids that were selling for $50 and $85
you have the same amount of | abor. o

Roberts has reworked his business plan several times to adjust to the market
changes, and:hopes this year to make a profit for:the first time. *
k yet;

N1 havenot written myself a paychec

the business and, while he wonoét be speci
six figures.

Roberts sells most of his orchids at 15 to-18 orchid shows a year throughout-the state

and at farmer 6s markets 1 n Siesta Key and
ing, he says, is fibenign neglect. Too muc
detrlmental.c‘)' ' ' '

Roberts also is-a hybridizer, crossbreedlng various-variéties of orchids to ‘create new -
hybrids. This entitles him to name his creations d like the delicate orange Suncoast
Sundrops and the purple Florida Stars. Roberts pollinates the orchid flower by hand,
and it ripens into a seed capsule six to nine months later. He harvests.the capsule and
sends it to a special laboratory where it germinates. Plantlets from 1 to 3 inches tall
are later sent back to Roberts. It takes four to eight years for each orchid to bloom the
first time. Roberts has easily invested. 14 to 18 years of work in some of his larger
plants.. About 90 percent to 95 pércent of his orchids are registered with the Royal
Horticultural Society in London, the recognized international authority for registering
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o orchlds The somety malntalns a database where the genealogy of each reglstered or-
chid can be traced.” - .

Roberts puts in Iong, 70-hour weeks and never feels like his job is done. During the

- recent cold freeze of February and March, the main heater in his greenhouse went out
and he lost some plants. His heating bill was fourtimes higher than normal, he says."

. Roberts doesndt carry insurance fibecause
season comes along there is a lot of hopeful praylng . .

But he has no intention of changing his career a seventh time. - -

AThi s itseram ldoendgi cat ed proposition, 0 he sai

Read more: http /IWWW. bradenton com/2010/05/02/2250996 pZ/bIoomlnq busmess-
o herald speCIaI html#lxzzlLFSthtq : >

us; (

Plckup location: The PlneIIas Park SupeMbIaIIocated at 8001 US 9 |
N. It is on US 19 just north of Park Boulevard. We will meet behind the
- fgas station in front of the store. We will depart at 4:15AM. There Wil be
rest stop during the trip up and we expect to arrive at Redlands O h|d
Fest when it opens at 9:00 AM

| We must have 25 people who have paid by April 24th for the bus t p no
to be cancelled. No refunds after April 24th.

- B For more information contact Corinne Arnold atZ2#2898 or Email:
parnold3@tampabay.rr.com



mailto:parnold3@tampabay.com
http://www.bradenton.com/2010/05/02/2250996_p2/blooming-business-herald-special.html#ixzz1LFShzltg
http://www.bradenton.com/2010/05/02/2250996_p2/blooming-business-herald-special.html#ixzz1LFShzltg

Invites you to celebrate our 30th Anniversary
Journey with us during our
Orehids Throuph Jime
Annual Show & Sale
May 6 - 8, 2011
Fri. 10-5 ~ Sat. 10-5 ~ Sun. 12-5

Artistic Orchid Displays

Educational Exhibits and Programs

Orchid Plants, Supplies and related items for sale
Orchid Repotting available

American Orchid Society Judging

Plant registration is open to the public. Plants can be registered for judging on Thursday, May 5th from
noon - 5 p.m. and Friday, May é6th, from10 a.m.-1p.m. There is no fee to enter orchid plants for judging.

Egypt Shrine Center Activities Building
4050 Dana Shores Dr., Tampa, FL. 33634
Ample Free Parking

http/tampabayorchidsociety.shutterfly.com/

$5
Admission




Meetings and Events

May, 2011

May 2, at 7:30 pm; Sarasota Orchid SocietytheActivity Center at Marie Selby Botanica
Garden, Contact: Monroe Kokin; 9867795, orchidpix@comcast.net.

May 4, at 7:00 pm; Orchid Society of West PasabBuena Vista Civic Center, Holiday. Jon-

tact: Greg Sytch; 7283419618, gsytch@cs.com.

May 6-8, 9:00 am 5:00 pm, Tampa Bay Orchid Society Shoat the Egypt Shrine Center,
Activities Bldg, 4050 Dana Shores Dr, Tampa. http://tampabayorchidsociety.com.

May 12, at 7 pm; Florida West Coast Orchid Society anh€llas County Cooperative Extep-

sion Center, 12520 Ulmerton Rd, Largo; 2nd Thursday of the month. Contact Bill Nun¢z; 81

9184546, biddison22@aol.com or visit http://www.fwcos.org.

May 1315, 9:00 anb:00 m, Redland International Orchid FestivalFruit & Spice Park,
24801 SW 187th Ave. Homestead, Fl

May 13, 4:15 am, FWCOS Bus Trip to Redland International Orchid Festivaleet at Wal-
Mart parking Lot, 8001 US Hwy 19 N, Pinellas Park. Contact Corinne AtAd#iZ2898 or
Email: parnold3@tampabay.rr.com.

May 14, at 1:30 pm; AOS Judging darry P Leu Gardens, Palm Room, 1920 North Forgst

Avenue, Orlando. Contact Glen Brown:-3322898.

May 19, at 6:30 pm; Tampa Bay Orchid Society Meetiag) Tampa Garden Club, 2629 Bjy-
[

shore Blvd, Tampa. Contact Patty Cartwrighi2813126, pjcartwright@earthlink.net or
http://tampabayorchidsociety.com.

May 21,9:00am 1 2 : 00 p m; FWCOS Mat&?B5 Ridge RXR llamgm t

May 24 at 10 am; Tampa Orchid Cluat American Legion Hall, Northdale Recreation C¢
15550 Spring Pine Dr, Tampa 33604. Contact Laurie Niss@&®©38334 or visit
www.tampaorchidclub.info

sit

Sal
nter,

May24, at 7:30 pm; Ridge Orchid Society Meetiraj BartowCivic Center, 2250 S Floral Ave,

Bartow. Contact Bill Byrd; 88335060, http://www.ridgeorchidsociety.org.

May25, at 7:30 pm; AOS Judgingt Tampa Garden Center; 2929 Bayshore Blvd, Tampg;

Contact: Patty Cartwright; 83830097, pjcartwright@earthlimk.net or visit
http://www.aos.org.




IS THAT AN ORCHID?
by Carol Siegel

My daughter received lots of flowers after the birth of her second child. My four-year-old granddaughter loves
flowers just like Grandma. She stood on tiptoes and smelled a Casablanca lily, "Granma, look!" she said.
"Mommy got an orchid."That's not an orchid, " | told her. "That's a lily." "It looks like an orchid. It smells like an
orchid. How do you know it's not an orchid?" the munchkin demanded.

Hmmmm. Good question. Why wasn't the lily an orchid? How DO you know when something is an orchid or
NOT an orchid. So | looked it up... Next Time, YOUR grandchild or anyone else or that matter asks you, you will
know.

Lilies and orchids have lots in common. They are both monocots so they are built on threes. They both have
three sepals and three petals. They both have a female part, the pistil, with three parts. They both have colorful
and often spectacular flowers. They both often are very fragrant. They both have their ovaries underneath their
flowers. MacKenzie Black thinks they both descended from the same order, Liliales, so they have the sort of simi-
larity you find in distant relatives.

But they ARE different. Let's find out some of their differences.
ORCHIDS ARE BILATERALLY SYMMETRICAL

Lilies look the same in all directions. Orchids do not. Orchids are like us. We are different on the top half of
our bodies from the bottom half. We are, however, the same on the left side as on the right side. We are bilater-
ally symmetrical. If you cut an orchid across the middle, the top half will be different from the bottom half. One of
the petals of an orchid, the lip or labellum is just spectacular, extra-fancy with spots and perfumes to attract polli-
nators. It is usually located on the bottom, not the top of the flower. If you cut an orchid down the middle, it is the
same on the left as on the right. Itis NOT the same in ALL directions. It is bilaterally symmetrical.

However, if you cut a lily in half across the middle, the top half will be just like the bottom half, and if you cut in
down the middle, the left side will be just like the right side just like a daisy. It has radial symmetry. It is the same
in all directions. That is one important difference. Lilies are like daisies. Orchids are like us.

ORCHIDS OFTEN GROW ON TREES

Lilies always grow in soil in the ground. Although orchids do grow in the ground, the majority grow suspended
in air on the branches of trees. They are "epiphytes”, air plants, with many specialized structures to help them
endure drought. Some orchids have swollen stems, pseudobulbs, like a camel's hump, to store extra water.

Many have succulent leaves to conserve moisture. Several orchids have thick aerial roots covered with an absor-
bent material called "velamen" which helps them absorb moisture from mists and clouds---rather like blotting pa-
per. Many epiphytic orchids havechloroplasts in their roots and can produce food. Some orchids like Chilochistra
and Microcoelia have lost their leaves completely and rely only on their roots for photosynthesis! Many orchids
are adapted to living on a tree, something a lily cannot do.

ORCHIDS HAVE MICROSCOPIC SEEDS

Orchids have huge quantities of microscopic seeds. Ruschiin 1986 estimated that a single fruit of Cyrto-
podium punctatum produces over 7-1/2 million seeds!! The smallest number of orchid seeds is in a fruit of Barbo-
sella australia with only 25,000 seeds---still a huge number when compared with the countable big seeds of a lily.
Orchid seeds are so numerous that Charles Darwin once estimated that if all the seed in a single plant of Dacty-
lorhiza maculata grew into mature plants, the great grandchildren of a single plant would cover the entire surface
of the land throughout the earth!!

Orchid seeds, designed to float on air, are super-light, six to eight cells covered with a transparent coat,
one-cell thick!! The seed is so small that there is no room to pack in a sack lunch for the growing embryo. There
is no endosperm such as lilies provide for their babies. The little orchid seed is on its own and has to land on a
mycorrhyzal fungus that will be its nanny until the orchid can grow leaves and roots of its own.



Orchids go through a transitional phase early in the development of the little orchid where the little ball of
cells becomes a little, green amorphous mass, just 1mm. long, called a "protocorm”. Still an embryo, the proto-
corm has rudimentary roots and leaves, which will produce chlorophyll in a few months. During the protocorm
stage, the orchid is like a child, living off its fungus. The protocorm will develop into an orchid, but the protocorm
stage is a special characteristic of orchids.

ORCHIDS HAVE VERY UNIQUE SEX ORGANS

Lilies have separate male and female parts in the flower and lots of powdery pollen. Their six pollen-carrying
stamen face in all directions in the middle of the flower. Orchids have very special sex organs. The last of the
flowering plants to evolve over 120 million years ago, they have a very complex sexual apparatus. Their male
and female parts are fused into a structure called the column about the size of the top joint of a kid's pinky.
Sometimes it looks like a doll, a bird, an insect, the neck of a swan, or a little face. It is usually white, green, or
pink. Almost all orchids are hermaphrodites!! (Catasetum are one exception.) At one end of the column is the
male part, the stament and balls of pollen and at the other end two or three stigmas fused into a single sticky fe-
male cavity.

Orchids are different from lilies in that they have one or two---not six---stamen which all face in only one di-
rection. Male and female parts are separated by a rostellum, designed to prevent self pollination. If you brush up
against a lily, you will probably get orange pollen all over your shirt. Unlike lilies, there isn't any loose pollen in
the majority of orchids. The pollen is shrink-wrapped into little rice-size egg-yolk colored sticky balls called
"pollinia” designed to be picked up and deposited by a specific insect, bird, or bat. Orchids seduce their pollina-
tors into transporting their genetic materials with a series of lies, lures, and tricks. The pollinia lie in depressions
covered by a hinged cap, where they look like a pair of eyes, according to Rebecca Northern! Pollinia come in
sets of two---phals have two, catts have four, laelias have eight, brassavola twelve.

With at least 25,000 species, orchids have tremendous variation from the tiny platystele ornata, a bouget of
which can fit into your wedding ring, to the gigantic Grammatophyllum speciosa which can grow bigger than a bull
elephant. For everything you say about an orchid, there is always an exception. We say orchids have three pet-
als, but in Stelis and Masdevallia, the petals are so tiny that they are barely visible. We say that orchids have
three sepals, but in paphs the bottom two are fused so it looks like there are only two. We say there are separate
sepals and a lip petal, but in most dendrobium, the sepals and the lip are fused together. In Coryanthes, the lip is
modified into a swimming pool and in some Dracula into a mushroom, In 20% of orchids, the pollen is not formed
tightly into a ball but is more granular. However, bilateral symmetry, the column, microscopic seeds, stamens fac-
ing in one direction will help you tell anorchid from anything else. So, if your grandchild asks YOU, | hope this
helps!!

BIBLIOGRAPHY
| am grateful for the information in the following books that helped me in the preparation of this little article.
Black, Peter McKenzie. Orchid Growing. Ward Lock, London. 1992.
Koopowitz, Harold. Orchids and Their Conservation, Timber Press, Portland, Oregon, 2001.
Leroy-Terquem and Jean Parisot. Orchid Care and Cultivation. Cassell Publishers, London. 1999.

Norther, Rebecca Tyson. Home Orchid Growing. Simon and Schuster, New York. 1990.

"Permission required by the author in order to reproduce this article".
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The business cards which you see on this page and the two pages
which follow are vendors who support us with furnishing plants for
our auction, belong as a member or purchase space to participate in

our Show and Sale. We immensely value and appreciate them. At
times their cards are relocated to other parts of the newsletter.

Telephone: 813.986.1616
Fax: 813.986.8629 a s
email: info@junesorchidestate.com fg’.

www.junesorchidestate.com ¢ & LR e .
PRSI
W 2 -
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11901 Fort King Hwy
Thonotosassa, FL 33592

BETTY and DON BURKAM

B Er % (Dwééc[i

33219 Mandrake Road (813) 782-4631
Zephyrhills, FL 33543 By Appointment Only

GROSS ORCHIDS, LLC.

4338 Glennis Drive
Lakeland, Florida 33813
Phone / FAX: (863) 644-0950

L4 Specializing in
Custom Mounted Orchid Species

Nursery Visits by Appointment

Glenn E. Gross, (Owner)

|ESRCHIBVZ

www orchidwiz com

The source for information about Orchids.
Over 50,000 orchid photographs and prints.
A Journal module to track your orchids.

An Album to manage your orchid photos.
Cultivation data for hybrids and species.

Janice & Guy

Nature On The Rocks

multiplant hanger

Palm Coast, FL 32164
(386) 437-6832

www . natureontherocks.com
info@natureontherocks.com

www.orchidse

B & P Orechids

Betty & Pon Burkam
33219 Mandrake Road
Zephyrhills, FI. 33543

(813)782-4631
(By Appoiatment Only)

PLANTIO. #
LA ORQUIDEA

Warm growing exolic apeciles

Lincomrmon My brio's
AAND Tallevast Hoad
Serssomm, Florids 34243 g‘ ;

Ph. O41 SD4TTZT
Fax D41 1600 )63 . -

Oy Appoimiomrend ooly
www, plantiolaorguidea. com
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