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Meeting Information  
October 13, 2011                              

7:00  pm Educational Class:  Brett Ullery on 
making orchid baskets out of composite decking 

7:30 pm Featured Speaker:  Ernie Gemeinhart of 
EnLightened Orchids on Semi Hydroponic  

Orchid Growing 
Our speaker will be 

bringing orchids for sale 

Remember:  bring food 

and get a free raffle ticket! 

The Florida West Coast Orchid Society (FWCOS) Meets 
every 2nd Thursday of the month at Pinellas County Exten-
sion Center,  12520 Ulmerton Rd, Largo.     . 

Operating Procedures for Membership 
Membership: The term of membership shall be for the calendar 
year.  Annual dues for the first annual member in a household 
shall be $20.00, each additional annual member in a house-
hold and not receiving a newsletter shall be $15.00.  Lifetime 
membership is $200.00.  If you wish to have a paper copy of 
the newsletter mailed to you rather than email, the cost is an 
additional $10.00 per year.  The actual cost to mail the twelve 
monthly newsletters is $18.00 annually per subscription. 

Florida West Coast          

Orchid Society  
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FWCOS  Board of  Directors 2011 

Director:  Brett Ullery 

813-299-8835 

brettullery@gmail.com 

    2010-2012 Trus-

Tina Kendall 

813-486-1029 

tdkendall@tampabay.rr.com 

Jennifer Upchurch 

Show Committee Co-Chair 

727-517-6460 

jen.orchidfreak@gmail.com 

2009—2011 Trustees: 

Roy Finley 

727-866-2435 

us029817@mindspring.com 

Brent Finke 

Chairman, Show Committee 

727-460-4606  

brent@irbhardware.com 

Corinne Arnold 

Field Trips & Events 

 727-447-2898  

parnold3@tampabay.rr.com 

2011—2013 Trustees 

Tiffany Swigart 

727-642-6854 

tiffsorchids@hotmail.com 

Membership Chairwoman 

Tina Kendall      
Submit change of address or email to: 
tdkendall@tampabay.rr.com 
2260 Hidden Meadows Dr. E. 
Palm Harbor, Fl 34684     
       
            

FWCOS  Orchid News & Views   
                            
Jennifer Upchurch, Editor 
Submit Content & Advertising to: 
jen.orchidfreak@gmail.com 
P.O. Box 306 
Tarpon Springs, Fl 34688 
 
Content must be received by the 20th of the month for inclu-
sion in the following months newsletter.  Ads must be in 
high resolution  (at print size)  Picture format: .TIF, .GIF, 
.JPG or .PDF .   Submit content via email, CD  
or USB flash drive. 

Treasurer:: Chad Whetstone 

 27-535-6980 

 whetstonec@aol.com  

2nd VP: Ruth Cannon 

Auction Chairwoman 

727-550-7993 

gramorchid@gmail.com 

 Secretary:  Leslie Belew 

 727-867-7849  

 lesliebelew@verizon.net 

President: Cheryl Finke 

727-420-7230 

cfinke@tampabay.rr.com 

1st VP: Bill Nunez      

Programs/Speakers 

813-918-4546 

biddison22@aol.com 

3rd VP:  Michael Polen 

Educational Programs 

727-392-3610 
polenbat@aol.com 
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      From our President 
 

 Hello all, 
We are busy preparing for our 66th Annual Orchid Show and Sale.  This  
year’s theme is “Orchid Safari” and it promises to be a colorful event.  I  
would like to thank everyone who participated in the preparations and  
hope that all members will come out and support our vendors.  Our vend- 
ors support FWCOS by donating orchids for our annual spring auction,  
which is our main fundraiser. 
The potting booth is where all the learning action happens, sort of  like hangar flying.  If  you 
have any orchids that need to be repotted bring them to the potting booth where we will repot 
them for a small donation.  We can always use more volunteers in the potting booth and many 
other areas on Saturday and Sunday, please see Brent Finke or Jennifer Upchurch if  you can 
help out. 
Blooming orchids for the displays can be brought in Friday morning or call Jennifer Upchurch 
727-517-6460 and we will make arrangements for pick up on Thursday.  If  you are planning to 
come Thursday night to help set up tables you can bring your plant entries then. 
Once the show is over, we need to start thinking about our Christmas pot luck dinner.  There 
is always an activity coming up the society needs to prepare for in advance.  We will start dis-
cussions about the holiday buffet at the next meeting in October.  Once the holidays are over 
we start preparing for the Annual Orchid Auction fund raiser.  Once the weather cools down 
in late October or early November we will start up the volunteer work days in the Botanical 
Gardens to pay off  our “rent” to book our meeting room and equipment for the year 2013  
Please don’t forget to think about renewing your membership for the year 2012, please see 
Tina Kendall at the membership table during our monthly meetings. 
See you all at the show & Happy Growing, 
Cheryl 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

OPEN GREENHOUSE at Tiffany Swigart’s 
Come see how Tiffany Swigart grows her plants. 

Sunday, October 16th, 2011 
1732 El Trinidad Dr. E  
Clearwater, Fl. 33759 

For more information, please call Corinne Arnold at 727-447-2898 or 727-475-0750 
(On the day of the event only:  call 727-642-6854 ) 

Refreshments will be provided.  
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                                We would like to welcome the following new members 
                                to the Florida West Coast Orchid Society:                                 
                                Charles Weckerle & Elizabeth Morse, Patti Kreider, 

Dan Lydon & Sherri Harvester, and Doug Chenneville 
all from St. Petersburg.  I will have temporary name badges for new members 
available at the membership table and any member new or old may purchase 
a magnetic name badge at our actual cost of $10, please see me at the mem-
bership table if interested and I will order one for you.  Don’t forget to get 
your free raffle ticket for an orchid just for wearing your name badge.  You 
can also get a raffle ticket for bringing food for the break.   It is time to start 
collecting membership renewals for 2012.  You can beat the holiday rush 
and renew at the October or November meetings. Thank you to those who 
have already paid their dues for 2012.  
Tina. 

 
Ernie Gemeinhart is the owner of EnLightened Orchids 
and an accredited AOS judge at the Florida North Central 
Judging Center.  Working as a laboratory manager for the 
NanoScience Technology Center and Advanced Materials Processing and 
Analysis Center labs at the University of Central Florida pays the bills, puts 
food on the table, and keeps orchids on the benches.  Ernie  travels exten-
sively lecturing on many topics including growing under fluorescent lights, 
semi-hydroponics and paphiopedilums among other topics.  His son Logan 
routinely helps repot and water plants in semi-hydro with great efficiency.  
Yes, even a four-year-old can grow with semi-hydroponics! 
www.EnLightenedOrchids.com 
Ernie@EnLightenedOrchids.com 

 

About our Featured Speaker 
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BBloom Table Ribbons 

September 11, 2011 

 

 

 

Left:  Cycnoches Jumbo Mickey 

Exhibited by:  Dan Lydon 

Above:  DenCandy Stripe (Den. 
Dianne McFarlane x Den. Mar-
garet Joan Fell) 

Exhibited by:  Jennifer Upchurch 

Left:  Stanhopea wardii 

Exhibited by:  Corinne Arnold 
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Meetings and Events 
 

 

 

 

October, 2011 

 

October 1, 10 am –5 pm & Oct 2, 10 am –4 pm;  Florida West Coast Orchid Society Show 

and Sale “Orchid Safari” at The Honeywell Minnreg Bldg.  6340 126th Ave N., Largo, 33773  
www.fwcos.org.  Contact:  Brent Finke 727-460-4606 / Jennifer Upchurch 727-517-6460.  
October 3 at 7:30 pm; Sarasota Orchid Society at the Activity Center at Marie Selby Botanical 
Garden,  Contact:  Monroe Kokin;  941-586-7795,  orchidpix@comcast.net. 
October 5 at 7:00 pm; Orchid Society of  West Pasco at Buena Vista Civic Center, Holiday.  
Contact:  Greg Sytch; 727-841-9618, gsytch@cs.com. 
October 8 at 1:30 pm; AOS Judging at Harry P Leu Gardens, Palm Room, 1920 North Forest 
Avenue, Orlando. Contact Glen Brown; 352-735-2898. 
October 13  at 7 pm; Florida West Coast Orchid Society at Pinellas County Cooperative Ex-
tension Center, 12520 Ulmerton Rd, Largo; 2nd Thursday of  the month. Contact Cheryl Finke 
727-420-7230, cfinke@tampabay.rr.com or visit http://www.fwcos.org. 

October 16, 1 pm –4 pm;  Open Greenhouse at Tiffany Swigart’s House, 1732 El Trinidad Dr. 
E. Clearwater, Fl. 33759.  Contact:  Corinne Arnold at 727-447-2898 or 727-475-0750 (On 
the day of the event only:  call 727-642-6854). 
October 20 at 6:30 pm; Tampa Bay Orchid Society Meeting at Tampa Garden Club, 2629 
Bayshore Blvd, Tampa.  Contact Anne Boldrick; 813-876-8495,  tampabayorchidso-
ciety@verizon.net or visit http://tampabayorchidsociety.shutterfly.com 
October 22,  9am –12 pm;  Orchid Friends Fall Sale, 12350 Ridge Rd., Largo.  Contact 
Corinne Arnold, 727-475-0750.  
October 25 at 10 am;  Tampa Orchid Club at June’s Orchid Estate. Repotting class.  Contact 
Laurie Nissen;  813-909-3394 or visit www.tampaorchidclub.info (see ad page 11 for address) 
October 25 at 7:30 pm; Ridge Orchid Society Meeting at Bartow Civic Center, 2250 S Floral 
Ave, Bartow.  Contact Bill Byrd;   863-859-5060,  http://www.ridgeorchidsociety.org. 
October 26 at 7:30 pm; AOS Judging at Tampa Garden Center;  2929 Bayshore Blvd, Tampa;.  
Contact: Patty Cartwright;  813-989-9357, pjcartwright@earthlimk.net or visit 
http://www.aos.org. 
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SSaturday and Sunday, October 1 & 2, 2011 
Saturday :10:00am—5:00pm        Sunday : 10:00am—4:00pm 

Honeywell Minnreg Building 
6340 126th Ave. N.   -  Largo 

Located on 126th Ave. between US 19  and 66th Street N. 
12 Vendors/Displays/Free Parking/Snacks & Drinks For Sale  

Orchid Classes & Potting Booth Saturday and Sunday 

Florida West Coast Orchid Society Presents 
“Orchid Safari” 
Show and Sale 

For Information Contact : Brent Finke   727.460.4606 

Admission $5 
Bring this flyer to receive $1 off admission price 

Also look for coupons in the St. Pete Times 
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SSunken Gardens Encyclia Tampensis Restoration Project 
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You are invited to our 
ANNUAL FALL OPEN HOUSE & SALE 
FENDER’S FLORA AND VENICE ORCHIDS 

October 21 & 22, 2011 (Fri. & Sat.)  9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

 

 

254 Keystone Rd., Venice, FL 34292 
Fender’s Flora, Inc.           Venice Orchids 
Bill and Susan Fender, office 941-412-1355         Bob Hague 
Cells: 941-323-1587 (Susan), 941-323-1593 (Bill) 

Email:  orchids@FendersFlora.com        veniceorchids@gmail.com 
Directions: From Interstate 75, exit 191 (River Rd.), ½ mile, then Right on Venice Ave.1/2 mile. Right on Keystone Rd. We are second to 
last driveway on right. 

Potted orchids, Specials & Closeouts plus hundreds of bare-root divisions.  

Please visit www.FendersFlora.com and bring your list! 

COUPON 
FREE ORCHID FOR EVERY $50 YOU SPEND!  

You may choose from our selected group of vigorous, quality orchids. 

Spend $50, choose one free orchid; spend $100, choose two free orchids, etc. 

 

OORCHID SALE 
Orchid Friends Annual Fall Sale 

October 22, 2011      9 am - 12pm 

12350 Ridge Rd, Largo  33774 
Great prices on a variety of  species and hybrids 

Bare root divisions, blooming and non blooming  

potted orchids and other tropical plants 

Orchid Supplies and Expert Advice  

\We will be underneath the trees toward the back on your left 
Contact Corinne Arnold at 727-475-0750 
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Call, text or email for price list & availability 

tdkendall@tampabay.rr.com   813-486-1029 
I will bring your order to you at the meeting or you may come to my home in Palm Harbor or 

I may be able to meet you somewhere to deliver your order. 

TINA’S ORCHID SUPPLIES 
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Paphiopedilum Jogjae 
A while ago I was fortunate to acquire a few more issues of the Orchid Digest publication. On the 

front page of one of these books, there is a picture of Paphiopedilum Jogjae. It has several flowers 
on the stem, the tall yellow dorsal has brown stripes, the petals are twisted and hairy, green with 

brown spots and stripes and the pouch is rosy pink. It looks like a much improved Paph. chamber-
lainianum. From the information printed for this photograph, I learned a few interesting things. And 

just to be able to tell you about this plant, I 
did more research. Here is what I found:  

 
As you probably know, the Netherlands had 
colonized the East Indies way back in the 
17th century and had settled throughout In-
donesia and Western New Guinea (now Ir-
ian Jaya). Many natives from that region 
also held Dutch passports and received their 
higher education in the Netherlands. After 
WWII was over and the Japanese troops 
had returned home, the Dutch Queen prom-
ised to grant Indonesia and Dutch New 
Guinea their independence by the year 
1949. But there were many impatient people 
who would not wait that long and with sup-

port from the U.S., Mr. Sukarno ousted everyone who held a Dutch passport, around 1947. The 
Netherlands had to accommodate a lot of people in a hurry. The sad thing was that these ousted 
people had to leave EVERYTHING behind and according to my source, they also never received 
any compensation.  
Now let us go back to Jogjakarta around the 1900s. There are so many beautiful plants growing in 
delightful surroundings. Of course, there are also lots of orchids. We know that the collecting, grow-
ing and hybridizing of orchids was rather fashionable, even then. How much simpler it must be to 
grow tropical species right in your garden! Not only species but hybrids as well would thrive under 
such congenial conditions. Many primary hybrids were registered during those years – I am certain 
that some of them were made right in their native lands. For example, a cross between Paph. glau-
cophyllum from Java and Paph. praestans from New Guinea was registered by W. van de Venter as 
Paph. Jogjae; it commemorates the lovely city of Jogjakarta in Java. What do you think happened to 
all these ‘captive’ plants after their owners were made to leave? Their houses were either burned or 
left to decay; the gardens neglected and all those treasured plants, the orchids and the newly cre-
ated hybrids were left to live on their own. It seems they did this very well because more than 40 
years later, plant hunters from the West found these ‘wild’ growing orchids. The collectors were not 
aware that one particular hybrid growing wild had already been registered with the R.H.S in 1927. 
Thus Paph. Jogjae was newly introduced to orchid growers as… Paph. yapianum! It took a while be-
fore better informed orchidists realized what had happened there. I wonder how many other plants 
come into our collections with ‘new’ names.  
When one remembers how many explorers, traders, missionaries, officials and just plain travellers 
had been to and lived in these far-away places, it is tempting to speculate: what plants had these 
people grown? There must also be natives who enjoyed having orchids in their gardens. Were any 
of them successful, like Mr. van de Venter, in raising new hybrids? Who knows?  
Ingrid Schmidt-Ostrander - Canadian Orchid Congress 
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GOING OUT OF BUSINESS SALE     
OCTOBER 29th & 30th     9am - 4pm 

 
1.  No, Featherstone Orchids is not sold yet!  The Bugbees are retiring and officially closing 

the business after the last show. 

2.  They are not planning to run 4 greenhouses this winter so an inventory reduction has to 
happen in order to accommodate that plan. 

3.  They are keeping some of the show plants & favorites, the rest will be offered for sale 

4.  Unless you are a commercial vendor, they are not offering deals prior to the sale date. 

5.  After the sale, they will continue to sell plants at greatly reduced price until they are 
gone or there is a freeze! 

�� Seedlings to blooming size plants will be available. A variety of both hybrids and spe-
cies … some of the specimen show plants and the remaining compots. Great deals 
on trays of plants … 12/4”, 28/3”, 50/2”, etc.   

�� Pots, media, show stands, display necessities, sales booth set-up & equipment will 
all be for sale as well.    

�� The nursery is located in Citrus County at 7014 N. Gold Leaf Point, Dunnellon, Flor-
ida 34433.  

�� Go north on CR495 off of US19 or south off of CR488 onto CR495 

�� Go east off of 495 onto West Charlyn Lane 

�� Turn left on Linen (turns to a tarred road)  

�� Turn right on Silver Leaf  

�� Silver Leaf “T’s” with Gold Leaf Pt… follow the paved road by turning left  

�� Go under the high tension wires and the nursery will be on your right.                                    

�� There are 2 large logs out front and 2 creamy yellow pillars with “Street Address” 
and “The Bugbees” and there is a number on a post.  

�� Gates will open at 9:00 am and close at 4:00 pm. 

�� Free Chili and Iced tea will be on hand while supplies last.  

�� For further information call: 352-795-4614.                (nno plant list available) 

MEMBER’S PLANT SALE!! 
Scheduled for November 12, 2011 

9 am –12 pm 

12350 Ridge Rd.  Largo  33774 

(For more information contact Corinne Arnold 727-475-0750) 
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Share YOUR Orchid Growing 
Experiences 

in our Newsletter 

Share an orchid story. Submit your 
articles, announcements, photos or orchid 

growing advice via e-mail to 

jen.orchidfreak@gmail.com 

by the second Friday of the month 
for publication in FWCOS News & Views 

Mark the Date!!!                                      
FWCOS is Sponsoring  a Bus Trip to            

The 2012 Tamiami International            
Orchid Festival!                            

January 28, 2012                                              
$40 per person includes driver’s tip, entrance fee,                       

$5 coupon to use at show and refreshments on the bus.                   
Departs at 5:15 am from Walmart Super Center  at                   

8001 US Hwy 19 N. Pinellas Park 

To sign up or for more information contact               
Corinne Arnold  727-475-0750. 
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... 

The business cards which you see on this page and the two pages which 
follow are vendors who support us by furnishing plants for our auc-

tion, belong as a member or purchase space to participate in our Show 
and Sale.  We immensely value and appreciate them.  At times their 

cards are relocated to other parts of the newsletter. 
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Phragmipedium 
The genus Phragmipedium extends from southern Mexico 
(Mexipedium xerophyticum) to Bolivia and Brazil. Species 
range from the high altitudes of the Andes to the lower 
steaming rainforests of Ecuador and Peru. The one com-
mon theme that ties all species together (from a cultivation 
standpoint) is their intolerance of poor quality water.  

Water:   

The most critical factor for phragmipediums is water, both in the 
quantity and the quality. Phragmipediums are generally found 
on mountain slopes with constant water seepage at the root zone. 
Phragmipediums have also been found with their root systems 



 

 ~16



 

 ~17

FWCOS 
c/o Jennifer Upchurch 
P. O. Box 306 
Tarpon Springs, Fl 34688 


