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As 2" VP | try to disseminate information to the
membership regarding upcoming events that may or

may not make the newsletter. Via email |

try to notify volunteers of scheduled work
days at the gardens to assist in getting
our 200 hours logged, send out emails to
solicit opinions regarding potential activi
ties, take the photos of the bloom table for

the newsletter, and cook two yummy turkey s for the
Christmas party. Actually those jobs are delegated to
me by me. Another job of 2nd Vice President listed in
the bylaws is to organize and hold our annual Orchid
Auction. This years Orchid Auction is scheduled for
Saturday, April 18"™. This is our major fundraiser that
allows us to pay our monthly speakers and subsidize of
our field trips. Last year was a record year for the or-
chid auction. Our current economic situation may or
may not reap us as much as last year, but all the more

room for opportunity and fun.

| have tentative plans for the same venue as
last year. The Historic Largo Feed Store at the Largo
Cultural center seemed like a central location that
worked out well for the volunteers and the public. As
always, volunteers will be needed for different jobs. As
a reminder all volunteers get an orchid for their volun-

teer hours.

Come March, for many of us, it is time to divide
and repot. You might want to donate a few plants to
make room on your greenhouse benches for your new
purchases from the Redlands Orchid Festival May 15"-
17"™. If you have a plant to offer for the auction please
save it for us. We give all donators a tax deduction let-
ter for the IRS stating we are a 501 (3 ) (C ) non-
profit tax exempt organization in case you itemize your

taxes.

We had a wonderful time last year, bidders

were bantering back and forth. Not only were the bids

Continued

flying back and forth so was the humorous commen-
tary. As the time draws closer, | will have information
available at the monthly meeting about jobs and dona-

tions.

If anyone has ideas to help increase our bot-
tom line, let me know. All ideas are welcome and ap-
preciated. One idea | had was to sell the societies
AOS bulletins for $1 or $2 a piece as we do not have
a complete set of any one year. Storing these maga-
zines is not worth the space. | look forward to a great

2009 orchid auction with all your help.
Happy growing.

Cheryl Finke
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